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YOU CAN'T CONTROL FIRE.
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL
WHEN YOU LEAVE.

When the Fire Danger Rating is Extreme or
Catastrophic, leaving early is your safest option.

Eh‘,.-@: Download the VicEmergency app
= 1  or go to emergency.vic.gov.au
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LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.
GENUINE CARE,

Real people. Real results.
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Golden Plains goldenplainsfh.com.au



T

_—
Meredith
district ¥

The Meredith and District News is published by a
volunteer sub-committee of the Meredith
Community Centre comprising: Jim Elvey,
(general editor and chair) lan Penna, Nerida
Anderson, Amy Medley, and lan Leighton.
Production is undertaken by Peter Boer, Don
Atherton and Jim Elvey.

NEWS & VIEWS

Appropriate contributions accompanied by the
contributor’s name (which will also be published)
and contact details, are most welcome. Please
email to news@meredithnews.com.au or deliver
to the Meredith Post Office or Meredith Hub
DATES AND DEADLINES

The Newsletter is distributed on the first
Thursday of the month (except January). All ads
and submissions must be lodged by 9.00 am on
the last Thursday of the preceding month, but
earlier is really appreciated.

ADVERTISING

Advertising in the M&D Newsletter is a great way
to let district residents know about your business.
Rates, excluding GST, are as follows:

B&W/Colour
Business Card $20.00
Quarter page $30.00/$50
Half page $50/$110
Full page $100/$200

A $20 loading applies for preferred position.
Please submit in jpeg format, if available.
Classifieds are FREE for small, personal notices
from residents. Otherwise $7.50 on invoice or
$5.00 if paid on lodgement. Community Groups
can have a 1/4 page ad for free or a $30.00
discount on larger ads. (conditions apply)
SUBSCRIPTIONS

You can subscribe to get the Meredith and
District News posted to you anywhere in Australia
for what it costs us to send it - $59.50p.a. (11
issues)

CONTACT US

Post Office, Meredith, 3333

Advertising: Ian 0409 016815
advertising@meredithnews.com.au

Accounts: lan Leighton 0428132880
accounts@meredithnews.com.au

Editorial: Jim: 0409 163169
news@meredithnews.com.au

WEB

You can check back copies and lodge comments
at meredithnews.com.au

ONLINE PHOTOS

We do not publish children’s photos online. If you
would like any other photo that you appear in
withheld from the online edition, let us know in
writing by the second Thursday of the month of
publication.

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the publishers. The publishers
may edit or reject contributions and accept no
responsibility for errors or omissions

FEEDBACK

Yes please! Send it to news@meredithnews.com.au

Issue Production: Don Atherton Editor: Jim Elvey

ADVANCE
MEREDITH
0409 027 359

ANGLING CLUB

0419 248 660

B'BURN ART
GROUP
0410 808 483

B'BURN MENS

SHED
0407 835 731

B'BURN SOFT

TENNIS
0409 236 420

BLUELIGHT
DISCO

5286 1222

BOOK CLUB
5286 8201

CFA

000 for fire calls

Elaine
0419 767982
Meredith

5286 1502
Morrisons
0417 770 765

CHILDCARE
5286 0700

COMMUNITY
CENTRE
5286 0700

CRICKET
Elaine

0448 291074
Junior
(U16,U14,13)
0448 291074
Meredith
5286 1434

CUBS &
SCOUTS
Lethbridge
0435 042077

ELAINE HALL
53415575
0409861296

FOOTBALL

Seniors 0408 545246
Juniors 0430 587 674

GOLF CLUB
0407 795 342

HISTORY GROUP
5286 8201

LANDCARE
0409 862 326

MEMORIAL HALL
0409 662106

MEREDITH SEWING
GROUP
0491 184 999

MOTORCYCLE
CLUB
0437 009 250

PLAYGROUP
5286 0700

POLICE
PADDOCKS
0409 163169

RSL - 5286 1452

SENIOR CITIZENS
0407 683 892

TENNIS
Elaine

0448 291 074
Lethbridge

52 817 321
Meredith

0424 754 179

SEW ‘N’ SEWS
5286 0700

FRIENDS OF THE
BRISBANE
RANGES

5286 1252

..or start something.

connect L]

Police, Ambulance, Fire 000

(from mobile phone) 000 or 112
Meredith Police Station 5286 1222
Police non emergency 131 444
Power Failure 132 412

Nurse-On-Call
Mental Health Advice

1300 606 024
1300 280 737

Poisons Information 1311 26
Barwon Water 1300 656 007
SES Emergency - 132 500

flood & storm
24 Hour Helpline
24 Hour Drug &
Alcohol Counselling

1800 629 572

1800 888 236

Kids Help Line
24hr 5-18yo 1800 551 800
Golden Plains Shire 1300 363 036
a/h emergency 0408 508 635
Ranger 5220 7111
or 0409 830 223
Bannockburn Vet 5281 1221
Golden Plains Animal 5281 2226

Pets and Horses 24/7 0421 617 238

Justices of the Peace
Mr Don Atherton. 0409 869 960
Mr Paul Ryan Elaine 0409 861 296

Services

CEMETERY MATERNAL &
TRUST CHILD HEALTH
5286 1550 5220 7230
HALL HIRE PRE-SCHOOL
Meredith Memorial 5286 0722
5286 1545 PRIMARY
Elaine Mechanics SCHOOL
53415575 5286 1313
0409861296 RECREATION
Elaine Rec Res

IEAL Hl0s gfzng;\gEms
LIBRARY VAN

5272 6010

If you have a special interest you would like to
share with like minded people, let us know

WMy idea of swimming is aggressively not drownivg.”




NO MORE PAYING TWO BONDS WHEN YOU MOVE

HELPING RENTERS KEEP MORE
MONEY IN THEIR POCKET

A new Victorian scheme
will allow renters to
transfer their existing

bond to their next

home, easing the cost
of moving.

Michaela Settle MP

Member for Eureka © michaelasettle@parliament.vic.gov.au @ 53317722 ) /MichaelaSettleMP

Stockdale & Leggo

MEET THE BANNOCKBURN TEAM

JULIE KAYE DEAN WILSON ANDREW WILSON FLETCHER WILSON
Director, /Licensed Estate Agent D irector, /Licensed Estate Agent i
1059 0

lllllllllllllllllllll

KERRIN PALTRIDGE

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Sales - Rentals - Commercial

Stockdale & Leggo Bannockburn | Shop 14, 6-8 High Street, Bannockburn VIC 3331
P 03 5281 4444 | W stockdaleleggo.com.au/bannockburn
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Church News | UR COVer §

As a launching point for a
celebration of 50 years of
publication of Meredith and
District News, our cover, depicting
the Bamganie Forest road soon
after the devastating Meredith-Mt
Mercer fire that threatened the town last
month, is a little grim.

Meredith Uniting Church

Services have recommenced. 11.00 am 2nd Sunday each
month. Enquiries:

Rev. Paul Sanders 0407 833 515 5341 2440

Serbian Orthodox - 5341 5536

Daily services: Matins 8.00 am, Vespers 6.00 pm.

Divine Liturgies on Saturdays & Sundays 10.00 am But we feel it important to acknowledge
the dangerous proximity of this fire,
which burned over 2,000 Ha and forced
many evacuations.

Worship on Sundays in the Anglican Parish of
Inverleigh+Bannockburn+Meredith:
8.00 am Holy CommunionSt Paul’s, Inverleigh

10.00 am Family Communion. St John’s, Bannockburn If you or someone you know, need help
5.00 pm Prayer and PraiseEpiphany, Meredith recovering after a bushfire, check what GETTING
Find us at: www.goldenplainsanglican.org or is available at vic.gov.au/help-after- HELP and
office.revdrtim@hotmail.com bushfire. We also have a helpful article G
The Revd Dr Timothy Smith on page 17, details of Bendigo Bank’s STAYIN
PiC Anglican Parish of Inverleigh+Bannockburn+Meredith Bushfire Appeal on p. 32, Marg’s story SAFE

of challenge and survival on p. 34 and a
Catholic Parish of Meredith more photos on p. 41. You can also take
Winchelsea - St. John the Baptist @ 6pm Sat. FEB. 7, 14, 21, 28 3 refresher on actions that will keep you
Meredith — St. Joseph @ 9am FEB. 8, 22 safe during summer bushfire season at

B’burn — St. Mary MacKillop @ 11am Sun. FEB. 1, 8, 15, 22 vic.gov.au/plan-and-prepare
Inverleigh — Sacred Heart — @ 4pm Sun. FEB. 15

Cover photo supplied by Nerida Anderson .
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L What's On This Month ﬁ

Meredith Community Centre

a/awé)(/ faﬁ our omm/(/t}

TERM 1- 2026 THE MEREDITH MART - NEW OPENING TIMES

CHATTY CAFE - FREE MONDAY - 9AM-1PM BE 38 BALLARAT
COME AND JOIN US FOR A LIGHT LUNCH ANDMEETNEWI  TUESDAY - 9AM-1PM — i

a)
FRIENDS' BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL FOR CATERING WEDNESDAY - 9AM-3PM I I cf:‘%:ﬁy
WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26 - 11.30 M THURSDAY BY APPOINTMENT l ‘ Fegeton
ACT NOW STAY SECURE - CYBER TRAINING - FREE S ﬁ ) l
JOINTY AS HE ASSISTS YOU TO NAVIGATE THE INTERNE sgaa f t a
IN A SAFE AND SECURE WAY! - LIGHT LUNCH PROVIDED ]
WEDNESDAY- MARCH 11 - 12-230& The Power Saving Bonus - $100 for Concession Card Holders!
Concession card households can cut their energy bills with a new round of
the $100 Power Saving Bonus.
Come into the Centre with your Power Bill and Your Id and Bank Account

COMMUNITY DROP IN -
TALL TREE WIND FARM INFORMATION SESSION

Details and we will get you $100 back into your account.
TAI CHI - $15 PER SESSION

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4 -7.30 AM - 12.30 PM
WE ARE NOW TAKING DONATIONS OF NEW WITH TAGS CLOTHING! TUESDAYS @ MEREDITH WITH SANDRA - 9.15 - 10.15
WEDNESDAYS @ BANNOCKBURN WITH DESMA - 9:30 - 10.30

ALL SIZES
PLEASE DROP THEM OFF TO THE OFFICE - NO USED ITEMS PLEASE

GENTLE EXERCISE @ THE COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR OVER 65'S
THURSDAYS @ 9.15 - 10.15 - FREE

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL TALENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE WORLD?
GIVE ME A CALL TO DISCUSS RUNNING A CLASS!
Join us on l@)
Facebook & Instagram

@meredithcommunitycentre

To Book:

learnlocal@meredithcommunitycentre.com.au

www.facebook.com/MeredithCommunityCentre
Ph. 5286 0700 / 0491184 999

PLAYGROUP

24

THURSDAYS "‘
9.30am - 11.30am LD
$2 per family |




MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 7

Meredith Tennis Club News

Our Spring Competition wrapped up with an exciting
finish, with all games proving extremely close and
fantastic to watch. The level of competition across all
sections made for a great season and showcased the skill
and sportsmanship of everyone involved.

Congratulations to our Spring Competition winners:
Section 4: Cross Courts

Section 3: Aim for Fame

Section 2: The Nettos

Section 1: Conrow

We look forward to celebrating the season at
our Presentation Night on Wednesday, 19th of March. All
past and present players are warmly invited to attend. The
cost is $10 per person, which includes a meal with a main
and dessert. It’s always a great night to catch up,
recognise achievements, and celebrate our club
community.

Would you like to get involved? We are always looking
for new members and helpers to join our committee and
contribute ideas to keep the club growing. Our next
committee meeting will be held on March 4th. If you’re
interested, please email us or contact us via Facebook for
the meeting address.

We’d love to see you there — on court or behind the
scenes!

Meredith Tennis Club presents:

Starting 12th February 2026

Doubles competition | $30 per team (non members) | $25
per team (members) | Cash prize | 6 weeks | %>

Children welcome to play with adults | $10 Dinner available

Various grades | Registrations close 9 February 2026

Wilson Street, Meredith

Contact us at meredithtennis2020@gmail.com or
or on facebook

Below: Meredith Tennis players, Knox Carpentor,
Crisian Di Pietrangelo, Adam O’Connor and Alfie Rowe
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Meredith Police Station| Western Region Division 3
Phone: 5286 1222| Fax: 9244 2156
14 Wilson Street Meredith Vic 3333

It has been a standard summer period here, with few
incidents of note.

From a policing perspective the Meredith Music Festival
went well.

Fire Danger Period: In place until around 01/05/2026.

Be aware of the regulations set out on the CFA website.
There have been instances of people contravening these
regulations in Meredith resulting in Charges and summons
to Court as well as Penalty Notices being issued.

Fire 09/01/2026.

This is an active investigation, the origin of the fire is
outside the Meredith Police Response Zone.

It is being investigated by the Moorabool
Investigation Unit based out of Bacchus Marsh.

I cannot provide information or comment on the status of
the investigation at this stage.

On another note, the CFA from Meredith (and others) once
again proved themselves to be exceptional at what they do.
CFA members took themselves away from their own
properties and families to defend Meredith and surrounds
from a very fast-moving fire.

They worked massive hours under very trying conditions
and I know we are all proud of their efforts and thankful to
them.

Speed / Traffic.

Over the December and January period there have been
additional police resources around our area for different
targeted traffic operations.

I have been targeting speeding in and out of Meredith on
Sutherland Street due to the high risk of collision in that
location.

Of note I have issued numerous penalty notices for speed in
excess of 90Km/H in the 60Km/H zone between Mcleod
Street and Ballan Meredith Rd.

The common excuse being that they were unaware it is 60
or that they were slowing down, despite the radar track
often showing otherwise.

There has been an increase in burnouts and other poor
driving behaviour in Meredith township and surrounds. This
is being actively targeted.

CCTV or mobile phone footage can be obtained and used
later to impound/ seize vehicles. If you have footage, feel
free to reach out and I will obtain that from you.

Some offenders have already been held to account, others I
am still working on.

We have had a few single vehicle crashes, thankfully
nothing too serious in Meredith.

Reminder:

To contact Police if you require a unit to attend at that time,
always call 000. This is the same for Fire and Ambulance,
nothing special there.

Do not call the station phone number unless it is a routine
enquiry.

Do not contact police by sending an SMS to a mobile
phone, an email or any other contact method and expect a
response.

Crime

Senior Constable Anthony BOX
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GOLDEN PLAINS MUSIC FESTIVAL TICKET
ALLOCATION FOR LOCALS

The upcoming Golden Plains Music Festival sold out in
December.

There is, however, an allocation of tickets available on a
first-come first-served basis for locals living between
Elaine and Lethbridge. Tickets can be purchased from
the Meredith Roadhouse (26 Wallace Street) from 10am
on the 10th of February until sold out. 4 per person
limit.

Please bring proof of residential address (Meredith,
Cargerie, Elaine, She Oaks, Mount Mercer or
Lethbridge address). Card sales only.

Golden Plains Eighteen will be held from the 7th to the
Oth of March, 2026, at the Meredith Supernatural
Amphitheatre.

If you have any questions, please contact Aunty
Meredith via auntym@mmf.com.au.

Thanks very much.

TEST'N'TAG

All plug in electrical items can be tested
and certified safe.

On-site or off-site testing. Reasonable rates.

Contact Meredith Maintenance
(Licensed Tester)

5286 1550 or 0427 300742

Classifieds

First insertion of small ads are FREE to district residents

FREE - Master MFG 15litre backpack sprayer - quality
unit with spare parts and multiple spray heads. Purchased
from Hewitt and Whitty.

And a Karcher K2 pressure washer with foam dispenser.
Needs new gun. ($70 from BigW.) Ph. 0409 163169
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MEREDITH
VA LN ROAD HOUSE

45Kg GAS BOTTLES
with FREE delivery & FREE rental

phone the Road House on 5286 1556
to place your order

BULK FUEL Phone David Mortimer 0418 524219
e Addblue 1000It FREE

eAddblue 220It DELIVERY

eDiesel exhaust fluid, 200It drum oil also available

SERVICING Gheringhap, Bannockburn, Teesdale, Inverleigh, Lethbridge, Meredith, Steiglitz,
Anakie, Geelong, Bellarine Peninsula, and more.

Paul Ryan Transport

¢ Livestock & General Cartage

¢ Bulk Haulage

e Grain and Fertilizer
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BATTLE

wBANDS

EXPRESSION OF INTERES \
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Golden Plains Shire Council is seeking Expressions of
Interest (EOI) for young bands across Golden Plains to
compete at the 2026 Battle of the Bands competition.

Battle of the Bands is a competition featuring dynamic
performances from emerging young artists aged 12 to 25
across Golden Plains Shire who represent a wide range of
genres. The event will be held on Saturday 21 March from
4 to 7pm at Turtle Bend Reserve in Teesdale.

This Battle of the Bands event is an initiative of Fuse
(formerly known as the Golden Plains Shire Amplify/
FReeZA Committee). Fuse is a crew of passionate young
people from across the Shire who bring bold, youth-led
ideas to life. Supported by the Victorian Government’s
Amplify program, Fuse gives young people aged 12 to 25
the chance to step up, get creative, and design events that
are fun, inclusive and local.

If you’re in a local band and wanting the opportunity to
perform in front of a live and supportive audience, Battle
of the Bands is perfect for you. This is the biggest free live
music competition in Golden Plains that brings an
inclusive and welcoming environment for our local
performers.

This is more than just a gig — it’s a chance to grow your
audience, sharpen your stage presence, network with like-
minded people and build credibility.

EOIs are open from Tuesday 20 January until Spm,
Tuesday 10 February 2026. To submit an EOI, visit
goldenplains.vic.gov.au/consultations. Hard copies are
also available at Council’s Customer Hubs, 2 Pope Street,
Bannockburn and 19 Heales Street, Smythesdale.

Food options will be available at the event. In the case of
wet/poor weather, the Battle of the Bands event will be
held indoors at the Bannockburn Cultural Centre.

For further information, contact Council’s Youth

Development team at enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au or call
5220 7111.

Golden Plains Music
Festival 2026 Information
and Contacts

We are writing with information about the Golden
Plains Music Festival, scheduled to occur at the
Meredith Supernatural Amphitheatre from Saturday 7 -
Monday 9 March 2026.

As part of our traffic management plan, the festival
will:

Implement a speed reduction on Meredith-Mt Mercer
Road and Cameron Road from one day prior to the
festival through to the last day.

Implement one-way traffic on Meredith-Mt Mercer
Road from Bamganie Road to Cameron Road from
approximately 6am to approximately S5pm on the first
day of the festival.

Direct all festival bound buses down Boundary Road
and Cameron Road.

Divert all traffic travelling to Meredith within the one-
way zone down Cameron Road.

Station traffic controllers on the corner of Midland
Highway and Staughton Street on the final day of the
festival to assist vehicles turning left or right onto
Midland Highway.

Install no-parking zones along Meredith-Mt Mercer
Road and some surrounding roads.

Vehicle passes are distributed to properties along
Meredith-Mt Mercer (town side) a week before the
festival. If you live or work along Bamganie Road or
Cameron Road and you would like a vehicle pass,
please email Aunty Meredith to confirm if you need
one.

If you have any comments or ideas about any matter
related to Golden Plains, including any concern or
question about traffic or noise management, please get
in contact by phone/text 0430 091 120 (available 24
hours over the festival weekend) or by emailing
auntym@mmf.com.au (available anytime).

The festival website is goldenplains.com.au. Additional
information for locals is available at
aunty.goldenplains.com.au/locals.

Thank you.

Festival Planning Team



MULCAHY & CO

Helping committed clients achieve

and maintain financial security.
a I I I

Our professionals live in and service the
Ballarat area. We have specialists in
Accounting, Agri Business, Bookkeeping,
Financial Planning, Legal, Lending and
Marketing to assist individuals and
businesses to thrive.

©
|

So whether it’s a website, your tax, your
farm finances, your conveyancing or will,
your home loan or your retirement
planning- let our experts help!

al @

Py

3008 Gillies St Nth #
Wendouree VIC 3355 Our 12 Steps  « -
Phone: 03 5330 7200 to Success = 8

www.mulcahy.com.au 20"




MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 12

A. Crumble’s

Simple Tomato and Zucchini Pastries

Ingredients

300g cherry tomatoes

1 medium zucchini

1/2 teaspoon dried mixed herbs
Pinch chilli flakes (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste

50g Meredith Dairy Marinated Goat Cheese or Fresh Goat
Cheese with dill

1 sheet of bought puff pastry

Method

Preheat the oven to 200°
Cut the pastry sheet into four squares and place onto a
baking tray; score the pastry 1cm in from the edge to make
a border (don’t cut all the way through)

Thinly slice the zucchini and place on the pastry squares
avoiding the border

Cut the cherry tomatoes in half and place cut side up on a
second baking tray. Sprinkle with mixed herbs, chilli ™
flakes, salt and pepper

Place both trays in the oven and bake for 20 minutes

Remove the trays and you will see that the edges of the
pastry have puffed up.

Spoon the tomatoes over the zucchini and dot with small ¥
pieces of the cheese. '

These are delicious by themselves or with a side salad

This recipe is quick and simple to prepare and is ideal with all
the tomatoes and zucchini in abundance during late summer. It =
can easily be doubled or tripled for larger gatherings. Meredith
Dairy cheeses are available at the Meredith Farm Store in
Staughton Street and in supermarkets.

EPA Accredited

-
REGIONAL

W
LIQUID WASTE

ABN: 34 976 656 819

o SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & WATER TANK CLEANING o HYDRO EXCAVATION FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

MURRAY COOPER

© GREASE TRAPS © PORTALOO / HOLDING TANKS @ HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING PO Box 267

Mobile: 0427 304 959 Buninyong, 3357
B
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| SUPAGAS

Paul Ryan

YOUR SUPAGAS DEALER

Paul Ryan
is delivering SUPAGAS to your area.

Paul will supply competitive 45kg, forklift and BBQ
gas cylinder refills in a reliable and friendly manner.

e 45kg Domestic and Commercial Cylinder
applications

e Fork lift Cylinders (15kg Aluminium Cylinders)
¢ Refills BBQ and Camping Cylinders
e Bulk Gas Quotations supplied

Please contact Paul to arrange your next
SUPAGAS LPG delivery

Contact Paul Ryan on 0409 861 296

SUPAGAS is pleased to announce that

Part of Your
Community.

Inverleigh resident and
Funeral Director,

Ebony Hovey can assist you
with your enquiries and
funeral care needs.

Ebony is available to
guide you through
funeral planning

and arrangements

as well as provide
obligation free funeral
advice and information.

...for a life worth
celebrating.

Tackers

Funeral & Bereavement Service

www.tuckers.com.au 52214788

Pest Alert - Know Your Armyworms

AgVic Media Release
Farmers urged to keep an eye out for armyworms

Following multiple reports of the native armyworms
across Victoria, farmers are encouraged to learn how to
correctly identify them.

Agriculture Victoria Horticulture Program Coordinator
for Gippsland, Scott Botten said often, native armyworms
can be mistaken for Fall armyworm (FAW).

‘FAW are native to tropical and subtropical regions of the
Americas but have quickly spread across the world,
including to Australia after being found in every state.

‘The Fall armyworm, also known as Spodoptera
frugiperda, is a highly invasive and destructive caterpillar
that poses a significant threat to plant species.

‘They are known to feed on more than 350 plant species,
including maize, cotton, rice, sorghum, sugarcane, wheat
and other vegetable and fruit crops.” Mr Botten said.

He said when identifying FAW, there are a number of key
signs to look out for:

o eggs are laid on the underside of leaves in masses of
100-300 usually with a protective cover of fine bristles

« newly hatched larvae (caterpillars) are Imm long, pale
greenish with a black head

» mature caterpillars are smooth bodied and grow up to
40mm in length

 they range in colour from dark yellow to green, brown
and black with prominent lighter stripes running the
length of the body

o males have two distinct white marks on each of the
forewings.

Mr Botten said while having a similar appearance to other
armyworm species commonly found in Victoria, FAW
can be distinguished by the inverted Y shape on the head.

‘Correctly identifying FAW is especially vital during the
late summer and early autumn months, with the larvae
being most active around this time.

‘If you think you have identified a FAW and aren’t sure
of next steps, contact your local agronomist for advice, he
said.

Further information on Fall armyworm including
monitoring and how to identify it can be found on the
Agriculture Victoria website and on the Grains Research
& Development Corporation (GRDC) website here.
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FARM

February on the Farm

February arrives in a haze of heat, dust, and the
cautious eye on the Emergency App. It’s dry and dusty
across the paddocks, as expected at this time of year.
Our dahlias—always worth the wait—are growing well
and finally starting to flower. They’ve arrived later than
usual this season, but with a bit of luck we’ll have them
blooming just in time for Valentine’s Day.

Across the rows, the garden continues to push through
the worst of summer’s heatwaves, offering bursts of
colour in defiance of the weather.

Caring for Cut Flowers

With your own garden likely in peak bloom too, it’s the
perfect time to bring that beauty indoors. To help your
flowers stay fresh and vibrant for as long as possible,
here are some simple but effective tips for the most
reliable summer bloomers:

Poppies

Harvest in the ‘“cracked bud” stage, when the outer
casing just begins to split.

Sear the freshly cut ends with a flame or boiling water
for 5—-10 seconds to prevent wilting.

Dabhlias

Cut early in the morning once the blooms are fully
open.

Place directly into cool water and refresh daily. They
are thirsty flowers.

Roses

Pick as petals begin to unfurl.

Recut stems every two days and remove foliage below
the water line.

Hydrangeas

Dip stems in boiling water or submerge whole blooms
before arranging.

Mist petals when they start to wilt—they drink through
them.

Cosmos

Harvest when petals reach full colour and centres
remain tight.

Keep in shallow, clean water.

Zinnias

Pick when the stem passes the “wiggle test”—hold the
stem below the bloom and give it a gentle shake; if the
head stays upright, it’s ready.

Place straight into cool, clean water.

Sunflowers

Harvest when the outer petals just begin to lift from the
centre.

Strip most foliage and use deep water to support the
heavy stems.

Dig in. Grow well. Bloom beautifully.

Strawflowers (Everlasting Flowers)

Cut when blooms are one-third to half open.

For arrangements, they last for weeks; for drying, hang
upside down in a warm, dark space.

Scabiosa (Pincushion Flower)

Pick when blooms are fully open.

Keep in fresh, clean water—scabiosa dislike dirty
vases.

Lisianthus

Cut when the top bud is just beginning to open.
Exceptionally long-lasting—change water every few
days to maximise vase life.

Snapdragons
Harvest when the bottom third of the flowers are open.
Keep in a cool spot and support stems upright.

A Note on Flower Food

If you’d like to give your cut flowers an extra boost,
adding commercial flower food to your vase water can
make a noticeable difference. Flower food helps by
feeding the blooms, balancing the water’s pH, and
slowing the growth of bacteria—all of which extend
vase life. If you don’t have any on hand, you can make
a simple DIY version by mixing a small pinch of sugar
(for energy), a splash of vinegar or lemon juice (to
adjust pH), and a tiny drop of bleach (to keep the water
clean). Always start with cool, fresh water, and replace
it every couple of days to keep your flowers looking
their best in the height of summer.

With fires, soaring temperatures, and unpredictable
weather, we hope your garden has held strong and is
producing well. If you’ve got summer colour to spare,
bring some of it indoors—fresh flowers can brighten
even the hottest days.

Use these simple tips to extend the life of your cut
flowers and let your summer blooms carry their beauty
from the garden to your home all season long.
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-3ANNOCK3URN

SURGERY

Dr Benjamin Fry Dr John Henderson

Dr Cameron Profitt Dr Veronica Donahoe

Dr Rupali Jain Dr Edward Carson

Dr Rebecca Tidd Dr Mohana Govardhanan

Bannockburn Surgery is a fully accredited medical practice that provides
comprehensive GP services and have been practising within the community for
more than 30 years. Bannockburn Surgery is the largest practice within the shire.

We are an accredited teaching practice — training medical students, nursing
students and future GPs.

We also offer the following services:
Diabetes Education

Podiatry

Dietitian

Q Fever (Testing & Vaccines)
Yellow Fever (Vaccine

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
16 High Street, Bannockburn VIC 3331

Tel: (03) 5281 1481
www.bannockburnsurgery.com.au Online bookings available

FUR LIFe< "X
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Golden Plains Animal Hospital

Our Veterinary Hospital provides modern, professional and affordable health care
for your pets. Our dedicated staff and leading veterinarians are all passionate
about pets and avid animal lovers.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 8.00 am - 6.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am - 1.00 pm

‘A i am 12 Milton Street, Bannockburn FUR UFE{--
“‘ Ea‘ma'“ea't“ JJ 52812226 Ly e, gy b
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the
Philgtelist

Michael Riseley

Wish

We all wish for different things — perhaps a winning
Tattslotto ticket or a sporting victory. Farmers might wish
for rain. And we have all stood in front of a mirror and
wished it wasn’t so truthful! But I wish one of my
ancestors was part of the high society gentry on the island
of Mauritius in 1847. And that he was a hoarder and kept
his correspondence.

Mauritius is in the Indian Ocean and was a British colony.
Britain issued the first postage stamps in 1840 and for a
while the various British colonies simply used British
stamps for postage. Each colony had a separate numbered
postmark to identify them. Mauritius had the postmark
“B53”. This worked quite OK but as the mail services
grew, each colony wanted to reflect their own
individuality.

In early 1847 the Governor of Mauritius and the Mauritius
Post Master agreed on a design of the first Mauritius
stamp. It showed a portrait of Queen Victoria and had the
words Mauritius Post Office Postage in the design. It
would be in 2 denominations — a one penny red stamp and
a two penny blue stamp. A local printer Joseph Barnard
was contracted to print 500 of each stamp which he did.
They were to go on sale to the public at the Mauritius Post
Office on 22nd September which they did.

But the Governor’s wife jumped the gun. On 2lst
September she used a quantity of the one penny red stamps
to post out invitations for her upcoming fancy dress ball. It
is not known how many she used but the ball was a big
event and she may have issued 50 or more invites. It is not
recorded whether she paid for the stamps. But no matter,
the rest went on sale and in due course stocks were running
out. In early 1848 a reprint was done with the words Post
Office replaced with the words Post Paid. This design was
used for over a decade. These Post Paid stamps are quite
valuable and depending on its condition one may be worth
up to $500.

Of the original Post Office worded stamps only 15 of the
one penny and 12 of the two penny stamps are known to
exist. They are all in established collections and their
provenance is well documented and recorded. Hard to say
but each would be worth up to half a million dollars. That
leaves 973 of the original 1000 printing still unaccounted
for but it is highly unlikely that any more will be found.
Possible perhaps and certainly worth carefully checking
any old Mauritius stamps but most unlikely.

However one of the 15 known one penny stamps is quite
special. It is still on the intact original invitation card. It
sold in Germany in 2021 for a lazy 8.1 million Euros. I
wish!

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS
ANTENNA
SERVICE

PTY. LTD.

Master Technician with 35 years industry
experience and service to the region

e Digital antenna systems

e Satellite/VAST systems

e Metro & Regional Reception

e On site Signal tests & quotes

e Home Theatre, DATA & Phone

e Friendly Service, Advice & 5 year
warranty

Frank Schaefer
53334441 or 0418508524 anytime

www.chantenna.com.au

LETHBRIDGE QUARRY

North Altona Rock Blasting Pty Ltd
All Quarry Materials Available

Supply & Delivery available

Hours: Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm
(Saturday by appointment only)

Office: Pauline: 5281-7190
Paul: 0429 361 378

Email: lethbridgequarry@bigpond.com
180 Lower Plains Rd, Lethbridge 3332

Please Note: Car Trailers Not Permitted.
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Bushfire Support

Media Release

Agriculture Victoria teams are on the ground supporting
farmers with animal welfare and conducting impact
assessments following the recent fires across the state.

Agriculture Victoria State Agency Commander Wendy
Thom said the immediate priority is responding to
urgent animal welfare needs caused by the fires.

‘If your property has been impacted by fire and you
have urgent animal welfare needs, please contact the
VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226.”

‘Our immediate focus is to assess and address urgent
animal welfare needs, collect information on
agricultural impacts, and refer any personal needs to
relevant agencies.’

‘It is currently too early to determine the full extent of
livestock losses due to the evolving nature of the fire
activity across much of the landscape.’

Farmers and primary producers affected by the fires are
encouraged to activate their post-fire plans and actively
manage their livestock needs.

As farmers return to their properties and gain access to
their land, they may need to dispose of livestock.
Agriculture Victoria’s website includes information on
how to do this safely.

‘After a fire passes through a property, it’s important to
have a plan for the immediate aftermath, as well as for
the weeks that follow.’

‘If you’re not sure, a good place to start is the
Agriculture Victoria website, which provides practical
information on what to do both immediately and in the
longer term,’

‘Farmers can also access an online reporting form to
inform us if fire has affected their property, including
impacts to livestock, crops, fodder or water’.

‘The information they provide helps inform recovery
efforts and ensures the right support is made available,’
Ms Thom said.

Advice is available on personal health and wellbeing,
livestock carcass disposal, water management, soil and
pasture recovery, fencing and financial support.

The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) s
coordinating the donation and delivery of emergency
fodder relief for fire affected farmers.

Impacted farmers seeking fodder and those wishing to
donate fodder can register with the VFF on 1300 882
833 or visiting vff.org.au.

For more information, visit www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
bushfires.

Join the Shire’s Youth
Council

Media Release

Golden Plains Shire Council is calling on passionate
young people aged 12 to 25 across the Shire to step into
leadership and join the Golden Plains Youth Council (the
Youth Council).

The Youth Council is the official youth advisory group to
Council, providing a direct channel for young people to
share their perspectives and have their voices heard.

The Youth Council provides young people in the
community a platform for leadership and training to help
them inform community planning and advocate on youth
and community issues. It’s also an opportunity for young
people to provide advice from a youth perspective on
Council planning.

Members of the Youth Council work together to advocate
on behalf of all Golden Plains Shire young people on
issues important to them, so they can have an impact on
making decisions that affect them.

Golden Plains Shire Mayor Cr Owen Sharkey encouraged
young people across the Shire interested in making a
positive difference to join the Youth Council.

“The Youth Council is for young people who care about
their community, want leadership or government
experience, are curious, motivated, and want to make a
difference and wish to grow into a future leader,” Cr
Sharkey said.

“There is no prior experience needed to join — we’re
looking for passionate individuals who are eager to make
a positive difference to Golden Plains. This is an
opportunity for young people to have their voices heard,
be given the chance to help others and gain valuable
leadership experience.”

Expressions of Interest (EOI) to join the Youth Council
are invited now and can be completed by contacting
Council’s Youth Development Team at
goldenplainsyouth@gplains.vic.gov.au or calling 5220
7111.

The Youth Council meets on the second Tuesday of every
month at the Golden Plains Youth Hub in Bannockburn or
online.

For further information, contact Council’s Youth Development
team at enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au or call 5220 7111.
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The kookaburra perched on a branch, beak pointing
downwards, dark eyes gazing intently at the ground,
waiting for movement. He remained motionless for
several minutes, then abruptly dropped, his partly folded
wings only spreading fully immediately before he landed.
He grasped a large grasshopper in his beak and flew to a
different tree, perching briefly before continuing in a
direct line towards a distant group of manna gums. He
landed in the largest tree, gave a brief chuckle to
announce his arrival, then swooped to the entrance of a
hollow. Inside, were the open beaks of two chicks. He
posted the squashed grasshopper into one of them, and
flew back to his original perching branch.

The kookaburra was not the father of the chicks, but an
older sibling, and had hatched last year. He was part of a
family group, which included the female who also grew
from last year’s eggs, and two older brothers, as well as
the parents of them all. He was a helper, and had spent
time in the hollow incubating the eggs, and keeping the
chicks warm. As the babies grew, they required more
food, and the whole family hunted, bringing them a varied
diet of insects, spiders, small lizards and occasionally,
mice. The helpers assisted their parents to defend the nest.
One day, when the helper was on watch duty near the
nest, a currawong approached, hoping to steal a
kookaburra chick to feed to its own nestlings. It landed on
the far side of the tree, and hopped from branch to branch,
slowly moving closer to the hollow. The helper gave a
loud warning cackle, alerting his family to the danger. He
flew at the currawong, his large beak pointed towards the
predator, who spread its wings and fled.

While the kookaburra continued his search for food, he
listened to his surroundings. He heard distant kookaburra
laughter from a neighbouring territory. All the territories
around the one he lived in were occupied. In a year or
two, he would explore further afield, seeking a vacant
territory and a mate. If he found a partner, they would
strengthen their bond by exchanging gifts, such as food,
preening each other, and laughing duets. Together, they
would search in old trees until they found a suitable
nesting hollow with convenient perches nearby. The
female would lay their eggs on the floor of the hollow,
with no nesting material. They could rear their chicks
successfully, even without helpers. Kookaburra families
form strong bonds, and if he failed to find a territory and a
mate, his current family would welcome him back, or he
could join one of his siblings and assist to rear their
chicks.

Kookaburra laughter helps families to bond. They
commonly perform together in the evening and early

morning, but also laugh to announce that this is their place.
Before dark, the helper heard his father’s voice and flew to
a horizontal branch of the nesting tree, where the family
would spend the night. The six of them gathered, and
perched near each other, beaks pointing to the sky, tails
also pointing upwards. They began with a low repetitive
call, before all breaking into a full loud laughing chorus,
then gradually winding down to silence. The neighbours
responded with a similar chorus. After an interval, the
family called again, and the closest neighbours replied.
From a more distant territory, came fainter laughter, with
the three groups calling several times. As the light faded,
each bird spent some time preening, before they settled.
One bird entered the hollow, while the other five huddled
together for the night.

At daybreak, the chorus was repeated, letting all
kookaburras nearby know that this was their territory. It
was a skill that the chicks would begin to learn, a few
weeks after they left the hollow and could fly. They would
start with a poor hoarse imitation of the opening call. It
would take them several weeks to work their way from this
to a proper laugh. Before the next breeding season, it was
likely that the kookaburra’s sister would leave the group,
as females usually search for their own territory when they
are younger than males. Then, this year’s fledglings would
take their places in the family as new helpers, assisting to
rear next year’s chicks. Kookaburras generally mate for
life. As long as the parents remained together, this territory
belonged to them and their family.
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Ballarat "’, Aviso Integral

Insurance ™ |nsurance Services
A Brokers

An Aviso Group Partner

Ballarat Insurance Brokers has recently rebranded to Aviso Integral Insurance

Services. Our team have been part of your community for over 50 years, and are
here to assist with all your Farm and Business Insurance needs—Victoria wide.

Our team of qualified Insurance Brokers can help with:

« Farm and Crop Insurance « Fleet Motor and Plant & Equipment
« Marine Transit Insurance « Cybercrime & Liability
» Business Package - Management Liability Insurance

- Liability and Tools of Trade

31 Armstrong Street South, Ballarat VIC 3350
0353335222
www.avisointegral.com.au

Aviso Integral Pty Ltd trading as Aviso Integral Insurance Services ABN 67 007 323622 AFSL 241365

Jess & Asher’s

LAST YEAR'Srain |
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PLUMBING SERVICE

Domestic - Ccommmercial - Rural

0400 643 976

All general Plumbing and Gasfitting - Renovations and Extensions
Hot water and Heat pump - Split system and Wood heaters
Water tanks and Pumps - Roof and Gutter
Septic and Treatment plants - Blocked drains and CCTV Inspection
Excavation, Bobcat and Tipper - Driveways and Earthworks

Simon Mcgillivray
Lic:109610 Freequotes, Fast & Friendly Service

ABN-13 971 741 500

arpenter/Tiler 2404070191

Mark Wells

Specialising in

Bathroom
renovating, rectifying and

rebuildin
o
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EDITORIAL

Starting out as a few sheets of text printed on a spirit duplicator, collated by hand
and stapled in the corner, we’ve changed a bit sincel976. But we are driven now, as
we were then, by a commitment to the community we are part of.

Over the course of this year’s eleven issues, we will trace some of the considerable
changes the newsletter has undergone over its fifty-year life. Working with the
Meredith History Interest Group, we have access to issues as far back as 1980,
(which you can see reproduced in this issue) so we plan to explore both format and
content over this period, in five year segments. We will also showcase a few front
pages to illustrate the changing look of the Newsletter over the years and its
evolution into the stylish magazine format of the last decade or so. We think you
will find this both interesting and amusing.

Taking a long view, you will see the changes made to the News over this time -
changes driven by technology, personnel, content and advertising. You might even
see changes in the community itself brought about, in part, by changes in
communications, transport, sporting and community activity, retail and housing as
well the very people who live here and have lived here over this time, where they
work, shop and play. There are clues to all this in the items that found there way to

the Newsletter's pages over the years.
Marg Cooper, a prolific contributor of many years, has undertaken an extensive
review of the copies held by the Meredith History Interest Group, spanning 1980 to
2000. These observations, as well as recollections from other involved with it
production over the years, will round out our
recognition of the publication of the last fifty
years and those involved in its production.
We hope you enjoy the journey.
Of course, our readers are part of this
journey too. Those of you who have been
long term residents will have some
memories of your own, related to the people
and events that have appeared in our
newsletter’s pages. If you are a recent
reader, looking with fresh eyes at our
monthly print publication - a curiosity in
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engage with the present day newsletter. M

(See What You Think on p. 37.)

And tell us what do you see for the
newsletter in the future. Has it got a
continuing role to play in this increasingly
digital and media crowded age? Should it
change how it is prepared and distributed
to meet present and future needs.
PLEASE be part of this conversation, by
simply sharing your thoughts at:

news@meredithnews.com.au
Jim Elvey - Editor
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This selection of very early covers, which aren’t really
covers, shows its community focus and diversity of content.

" MEREDITH and DISTRICT
NEWSLETTER

ST EHE Goring 567%3: dance at leredith h
= ¥ of fun for all to be Had. ::.%{.Eedrinlssa;;dngl
Egp_!}ﬂiig- 5.00 a double and 3.00

-foR SALE
T WHite and black

rabbit, A 2 = 2
the Meredith Oemeral sléore. nice pet to have. Ring 061243 or apply at
W.

16th Hay,51,

A55¢8, Supper iz
& single, Tielzat 33
2 and Margaret ifnkley ph.361367. - Lt “oF O'loughlin

IIED TO SUE,
Jeetla, It top.iny condition ph, 861243
R TR e
L e held at the Lal Lal iIall, B8at,9t i Tl
Mesi and drinks supplied, skmke Starts 6 3opn: sy Yo T
Tickets at:pate,

BOCK = -"11:'-‘ i1

‘o Te held Hay 318t at Meredith Memorial ifall start 5

yau must Jhawe started dancing by 10am. ) 50,00 Hr:tj-;]gi:: 51121?m el
?gel‘ed Tor second and thimd. : §
3

326 or 861310. Spectatora 5'(1;-“01:2!:90? S oty Dh'ggt}%,
1st, Meredith Rangers,

he Jacksong"
«30pm, Family 12,00 Single 7.00

_:':ég:crarc_y_. _QQ\E_T_EACTO%
Tar Industrial, Commercial and Domegtic e
C/- Post Office, Elaine, Ph. Lal Lal b3 ii7ees
work and Tnderground mnaina.

POLICE NEWS.

oy Hoad laws as from 1st, Mareh, 190
() 4% Tntarasotion - Give ey L
¢ on the terminating road (the atem of the " st
@) Bio all traffic on the contining road (the btar of tﬂe)‘fﬁ_‘:&it sl
! g&i‘ng of headlights in built=up areas — ne longer 11legal to use
mstm;:m]{:_i on higzg'h brgm, however they must be dipped at least 200
headlightg? approaching car or az soon as the other car dips his

fentact Hobb AlDowney,
Juotes glven for Pole

Mew. penalties for "On the Spok" traffie &
h parking in
notices as from 1st May 1931. There hos been & hig i%?-gzggnin
g_éﬂ'l.alties for traffic and pari affenoas
urther Infermation contact th

in, don't be caught, 1
o Police Stabtam: B

free quotes, 7 A
ored, Ph 672hBe anytine, o Do e ond dslivesy, antiques

LT o :
hoot at Dallark, Sand

Good prizes. Luneh available, ay may 10th, Eye Opener - Tam start,

o
3 setg 30 Sameg defeat
C. Somes deteat:g

Cardigan y

MAY 1981

Sk MMING o
Groy 3

12 girlg att":;i a”e::)f £0 & great o
veighe Yoo 8Te interges S938ion, &t with ap 4

8TOUp mogts Hoch& to one oah Betting £y
$oound, anq

Veng 8 1llage 3
ree C.C, 3 ao::tgizssage.:”

Verage or
and

a7 & Wednoga ir. 8et t, / or 3
th nesq, Ogethe. osf
7% 2t approz, 'Jf Xsna?i;g ::::onftaﬁ.f'rfé "m:h:x:g°f‘°
: eNes (0. 7.0 garot sportg
— - Iunch,) Hoarng poce

—TTeE

ME‘;REDI’:FH AND BISTRICT NEWSLETTER
7th February,198%.

ex‘asletter should be IN WRITING and signed by the person
r the insertion.
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I would like 'to thank gy family and friends for their gifts, congratulations
and best wishes received for my 80th Birthday.

Thanks to you all.

C:W.A: first meeting for 198% will be held at hhe Meredith Hall on Feb.15th
eommencing at 1.30 p.m. Comp. Prettiest birthday card. Hostessess
J.Clarke and 4. Miller.

Any new members wish}.ng to join our C.W.h.
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“Our November dc ock was very suoccessful we took $1,300 to the Institute
our Annual visit on December 1lith. 4 very good effort as our members
are so few. Thank you, members, and a big-thank you to allwho gave to our

gppéa}.. New members would be most welcome. L. East H.Seg.
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80th BIRTHDIY  Mr. Dick Lowne.

4 large gathering of family and friends attended a birthday celebration
‘at the Meredith hall on Saturday evening. It was Mr. Dick Lowne's 80th
birthday. A4n evening meal was enjoyed by the family, this followed by an
o0ld time dance, with music provided by Edmo.
The oldies enjoyed some of the old tunes and proved they can still look
good on e dance floor.

A red many gifts and wishes, gifts included and enscribed cigarette
T e Meredith Angling Club, to add some humour a fun parcel was
around in the end Dick receiied a small tomahawk, we hope he will
axe in the future and leave the big one home.

1, ,June. .

pefore 15th. J

» Kitton preferably 01“3;;3“. 055 - 1415550+ e i dom

will meet at “"{lg‘nh“et Fay McFarlan®

ANGLICAN tournmrm.oa “::’;EIPK;_- details and transport. At B
10th. H $ bined RellY ¢ :

Sorariane, Phone 21283, youen periowsiis

day J s 4&% A

une 26th. AnELl ; et
_ It was good to f‘{‘mcuuﬂﬂ?- > ing & Rawleigh product L
rs Lowne dancing the night awa{ and enjoying themselues. piEs AUX. are ho!ﬁh 'June at 1.30 PR
C ‘them in the future, we all congratulate Dick on his HOSPITAL L on dednesday 15th. fon. S€€.
nished with an excellent supper. Ballap meeting TO0m G.Iblemm' 2
L Reported by D.Collins. &

: : w1l be held at
NGLING ani: Progentation K Fies ong
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nee for 1984 on Monday
+Edmiston Leader.

diy 13th February at

LOOK. Just cut along the dotted line, and you will have a genuine
replica of the oldest Meredith Newsletter we have. (and no, we
didn’t cut the bottom off. The original looks just like that.)
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MEREDITH RURAL FIRE BRLGALE,

IRAINING NIGHT..,.,, - NEXT MONDAY, 7th, January, at the - -
Fire Station, We NEEi) to have as many people as possible
attend, these nights, ‘ R
The zZripade has been Lopt very busy over the past week
attendiig several. small fires in the district,

The request for the availability of private tankers has
been good, so as soon as your unit is ready and available
pPlease contact Peter Eongiorno, so the list is kept up to
date,

The fire fighters whs tendcd the fire at Bamganie were
very grateful to the ii:d Cross people who provided the re-
freshments at the rsce): fire, We thank you very much,

W
2 <t

WARNING., ... ... T i23 HAVH BREN MORE FIRES IN THIS AREA
IN THE PAST T%0 WEEKS 'TIAN THAIRE HAD BEEN IN THE PAST TWELVE
MONTHS  tritttstigg KEFP ALERT AND BE CAREFUL 11118

In the eveat of firs ucdi: the sheet provided with instructions
which should be near yci.r phone and DONT PANIC, If you do
not have ihese insiruc:.ions please see Peter Bongiorno,

The Brigace Puone nuwber to renort fires only is 861266,

MEREDITE CRIC: 3T CLUB,

Results, ., A Gradec.,  Mereditn continued batting at 2/53
in reply to Shelford 10, .40, :
Meredith 7 fcr 2C4 decl: yed, R,LKayner 49 W,Stanley 44 A,

Stanley 39 nr.o0, R, Arfent 26, R.Savage took 3/53
G,Humphrey 2/31 P,Bell =

Shelford 2nd, innings 1785, © Weymess 58 n,o0,

B. GRADE,.. 2/126 in r :3ly to 3helford 10/68.

Mgredith 9/17€ declared, Norm 2Armstrong 54 James Nolan
26 B0,

Shelford 2nd. innings 10 ‘51, B,Shaw tock 4 wickets, James
Nolan took 3.

NEXT WEFKS MATCHES....... SUPPORTERS PLEASE NOTE,.....
1st XI v Rozevoad at Rl swoed, This is a one day match,
2nd X have a .bye, :

JANUARY 12 &nd 19%h,

1st XTI v Bannoci:burr ot Banrockdburn,
2nd X[ v g

annoczxbury: 2t Meredith,

+

MEREDITH TENYIS CLUB..... . Tennis Ls fairly quiet at the
moment with matches nox 63 wting again until Saturday 12th

January, Under 14f3 ctar: ; again on 2nd February and Ladies
Mid week sterts on Jaauar:r 22ad,

Dont forget the ANNUAL DIl /ER DANCE on Friday 11th, January,

MEREDITH CRICXET CLUB TRI TO THE TESE.s by a Correspgndent,
( name and address supplied )

Meredith Cric2% (Club ran .. Bus to the first day of the Test
Australia v West Indies at the M,C.G, The cricket was
terrific and everybody had a most enjoyable day until home
time when somchow or othe the bus was very difficult to: find,
One local justice and his aughter, who were considered sober
had difficultly ard MUCH (- scussion as to the locality of the
bus, The ex — storekecy er was also wandering aimlessly
around the car parls, drag: ! ng his car frige behind him, he
finally loctated tha bus a- 5,45 p.m. TLeaving time after match
which finished at 6 18111 A Certain resident of Boundary

Road had caugit a nasty vi3 us at the cricket, and found the
Lrethimn i o n - =



. MEREDITH NEWSLETTER CONTINUED,,,,

Jack Turnley a Bannockburn stalwart was our only bus member
not accounted for, So at 7,15 after an organized search, and
a Bus Tour of the Car park and all the M,C,G., surrounds it .
was sadly decided to leave Jack in Melbourne,, We came down -
Flinders Street, and just between Swanston and Elizabeth Sts,
our alert bus driver said " Theres Jack ", and there he was,
He of course was walking home having made quite sure the Bus
wasnt where he'd left-it, Our day finished pleasantly

with everyone accounted for, tea in Werribee, and no further
adventures,

MEREDITH PRIMARY SCHOOL TRk .
The whole school cormmunity wish Mrs. Eva Wil:son well at her new

appointment to Lara Primary school, ; »
The principal and School Council want to express their apprec-
iation to the Mothers Asscciation for the running of the b
School Fancy dress .and Breek up night, It has been most
gratifying to the Mothers Association and the Counecil to

see s0 many peoplc support the School social functions , and

we hope this will continue this year, )

MEREDITH NEWSLETTER,seesss0000

The Meredith School Council who currently produce this News-
letter would like the residents of Woodburn Creek Meredith,
Elaine and Lethbridge to contribute towards it, %he‘fact

that you have requested it in your area shows your interest in
it so PLEASE use it, There is no charge fo:» contributing or
receiving it; the only restriction is that :.t does not carry
Commercial content, OORE s mus’s be left with
Peter Bongiorno , Mercdith Newsagent, or ruag through to him
861243, by 12 noon each TUESDAY so that typ:lng and duplicating

can be completed by Wednesdays, Any questiwons re the Newsletter
to Peter Macdonald, Meredith 861274, L

»
s 9

CLAIM STAKERS. . cvvin

JANUARY 8 . Sen‘or Citizens Games af ternoon,
11 Meredith Tennis Club Dinner Dance,
12 Tennis re-commences,
28 Australia Da; Holiday.
February b School resumes, :
13 Luchre commences at Mere dith Golf Club,
2h Meredith Primary School Family Pienic,

March > Annual Meeting Meredith Hall Committee,

OWING TO HOLIDAYS TEE NIXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE PRbDUCED ON
16th January,
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Trust
Austrdlia’s
largest LPG
supplier...

Family owned & operated
for more than 30 years

Elgas is a local business,
run by local people
offering LPG for your home

Specializing In:
o Clip Brokering
® On Farm Pricing
® Shed Clean Ups
Eigas Welcome Package

OPEN NEW ACCOUNT & % Secondhand packs
RECEIVE 4580 WORTH OF E replaced free of charge
LPG GAS ACCOUNT CREDITS" g
e eee———— SERVICING ALL AREAS
Give Elgas a call and g‘ef friendly Call today and wel come to you
reliable service in your area P: (03) 5267 2703 0417 054 792

Monday to Friday 8am-5pm
1 31 161 E I-G As 2090 PRINCES HWY, WINCHELSEA
www.algus.nnmuu admin@byvwoolcomau  www.byvwool.com.au

e \

¥ i Advertise

HEATH MAINTENANCE

Wilh Us
0400F825I-I§8t; Advemsmg in the Meredith & District
Newsletter is a great way to let district
fred heath6 7@gmail.com residents know about your business.
« Home and Property Maintenance FULL COLOUR ADS are available in every
. General Repairs issue (Conditions apply)
» Window Replacement Ring lan on 0409 016815

. n n in
CRIPSNEVSNdN cCdWolking Please submit in jpeg format, if available

SOUTH ERN

2 GRAIN ;S

BULK & BAGGED FERTILISER GRAIN PASTURE SEED SEED CLEANING
15 Murrell St, Winchelsea

(03) 5267 2351
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Marg’s
BooK RevieW

Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz

W7\

The book starts with editor Susan Ryeland reading the
typescript of the ninth book in a series by writer Alan
Conway. The company she works for have already
published eight of his novels and they regularly top the
bestseller lists. She has a bottle of wine, a packet of nacho
cheese chips, a jar of hot salsa and the rain is hammering
the windows. It would be her job to edit it before it was
published.

This book she is reading is one in a series about a
detective of German descent, Atticus Pund. He is derived
from Agathie Christie’s Hercule Poirot and in this novel
has just received a cancer diagnosis. He also has an
offsider, James Fraser who works like Poirot’s Captain
Hastings. The book is set in the 1950’s in a sleepy English
village.

She didn’t know then, but Magpie Murders changed
everything about her life.

The book she read was a whodunnit. A housekeeper is
found dead at the bottom of the stairs and there is a host of
intriguing suspects but when editor Susan gets to near the
end, where usually the murderers are revealed, the
chapters are missing.

So, the story jumps back to Susan. She sets out to find the
missing pages and is so doing finds herself investigating a
murder mystery of her own, that of the author of the book
she was reading, Alan Conway.

This book is described as a book within a book.

Readers get a two for one with this book or a mystery
within a mystery. Reviews called the two books, the inner
book and the outer book.

And also, hidden in the pages of the manuscript there lies
another story, a tale written between the words on the page
telling of real-life jealousy, greed, ruthless ambition and
murder.

I enjoyed the inner book that was being read by editor
Susan Ryeland and became absorbed in the Pund mystery
SO when it ended without a
resolution, I was disappointed.
But then Susan set out to find the
missing pages and I was reading
the outer book. I was interested

A N T H O N Y but 1 k i ff
ut 1t too uite an ettort to
H O ROW l@l\z understand C‘1he complexities

‘ within the pages of Alan
Conway’s typescript.

Apparently, the author of
Magpie  Murders, Anthony
Howowitz is equally known for
his work in television including
Foyle’s  War,  Midsummer
Murders and he worked on the
Agatha Christie series. He sure
has a devious mind!

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

MAGPIE
MURDERS

“Thrilling and compelling, with a-stunning 'tWIst
... the finest crime novel of the year
DAILY MAIL

e

CFA

Get Fire Ready with the
Lethbridge CFA

What to Do on a High-Risk Day

* Monitor fire danger ratings and warnings from the CFA.

e Have a plan for You, your Family and Pets

e Keep your emergency kit in your car or by the door.

e Staycalm and alert, and leave early if advised by authorities.

For More Information

e Visit Lethbridge CFA, in Russell Street, each Sunday morning
from 8.30am to speak to our volunteers on how you can
o Get Fire Ready
o Volunteer with the CFA

Key Contacts and Resources
e CFA Website: www.cfa.vic.gov.au
¢ VicEmergency Hotline: 1800 226 226
e ABC Radio: Tune in for emergency updates
« VicEmergency App: Download on your smartphone for real-

time alerts
TR I ~
— Compiled by Michae] Riseley

1. What is the 2nd heaviest land animal.

2. Which country has won the most silver
medals in Olympic swimming.

3. What is a quetzal.
4. What is a wahoo.
5. What is a kedge.

6. How many hours from Tulsa was Gene
Pitney.

7. What is a shoebill.
8. What are Migs and Mysteres.

You Want Answers?
oouBI pue BISSIY - SIS 19( ']

pitg "L T "9 ¥e0d "G YSiq "y pIg "¢ VS T ouIyy |
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Bannockburn'’s trusted local destination for expert physiotherapy care since 1992
Physiotherapy Clinical Pilates Remedial Massage

Back and Necks
Sporting injuries
Aged Care

Injury advice
Exercise Prescription
Manual Therapy

GOLDEN PLAINS
PHYSIO & HEALTH

9 High St, Bannockburn 3331
5215 1155 - reception@goldenplainsphysio.com.au = goldenplainsphysio.com.au

DECORATIVE PLASTERER

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED
AFFORDABLE RATES
ANYWHERE IN THE MEREDITH AREA

PHONE ADRIAN
0411 533 582 0477 310 319

JOSIES
} CONCRETING <

SERVICING MEREDITH & SURROUNDS |
& Excavation Work

0419 113 630 Golin Jose

Garage floors ¢ Foundations
Paving ¢ Driveways ¢ House slabs ¢ Free quotes

MOBILE 0412 402 924
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Morrison’s River Blockage

CCMA Media Release

People blocking a culvert at Dollys Creek Road crossing
on the Moorabool River have contributed to severe flow
stress in the lower reaches of the river around Batesford
and Meredith.

This blockage exacerbates impacts of the recent hot, dry
conditions and makes it very difficult for fish, platypus and
other animals that rely on this water to survive.

The Moorabool River is one of the most flow-stressed
rivers in Victoria. The construction of reservoirs, water
extraction, and a significant number of farm dams in the
catchment are all other contributing factors.

The lowest reach of the river surrounding Batesford and
Meredith is extremely vulnerable to cease-to-flow events,
this is when the river stops flowing completely. These
events can lead to poor water quality and impact native
plants and animals that rely on river flows.

Jake van Dam, Project Officer of Estuaries and
Environmental Water at Corangamite Catchment
Management Authority (CMA), said that we all play a part
in protecting flow, “It’s up to all of us to look after our
beautiful, life-giving Moorabool River and an easy way for
everyone to do this is to respect the flow,” he said.

“One of the ways we support the health of our rivers and
wetlands is through water for the environment - water set
aside in storages that is released into rivers and wetlands to
support the plants and animals that live, feed and breed in
them.”

“When people prevent flow from moving from one point to
another on the Moorabool River, they are blocking both the
natural flows, which are very low right now, and water for
the environment.”

On the Moorabool River, Corangamite CMA manages
water for the environment strategically with support from
Central Highlands Water, the operator of the Lal Lal
Reservoir near Ballarat. Water is released from Lal Lal
Reservoir at different times of the year in different volumes
to support a range of ecological processes.

Under state legislation, interfering with water flow in a
river can result in fines of up to $244,000 and or
imprisonment for up to 10 years.

Capturing History, One Lens
at a Time

Community Bank Buninyong was proud to support the
recent “Elaine Thru the Lens” exhibition by the Meredith
History Interest Group which a powerful snapshot of
community, history and the people who make the region
special.

Organised by the Meredith History Interest Group
(MHIG), the exhibition showcased almost 450
photos from the Elaine district many of which had never
been seen publicly. The project began as a humble idea in
2021 to collect and preserve local photos for posterity,
and has grown into a treasured community event that

30

celebrates heritage and fosters connection.
Community Bank Buninyong’s support helped the group:

. Collect, copy, save and print photos in display-ready
A3 and A4 sizes

. Hire stands and the exhibition hall

. Provide food for volunteers and advertise the event

. Organise folders of photos that will be stored for
ongoing browsing

Visitors connected over images of old homes, family

gatherings, school days, sporting trophies adding personal

stories that brought the displays to life.

MHIG President Marg Cooper opened the event, introducing
speakers such as Paul Ryan, an Elaine local proud of his
heritage and Robin Ferry, who rang the Larundel bell to
officially start the exhibition.

One attendee reflected on the event....

“At last the Elaine/Meredith rivalry was forgotten. The
exhibition didn’t just highlight history it helped build
community bonds that will last for years”.

Held as Part One of a two-part project, the exhibition featured
historical and contemporary photos of Elaine and surrounds.

Part Two will be a published book and is coming next year,
capturing even more stories for future generations. The group
has also published “Steiglitz Thru the Lens”, “Morrisons Thru
the Lens”, available at www.meredithhistory.com.au/
shop.html

FOR SALE

HYLINE BROWN (lsa Brown)
Pullets/Hens
sexed and vaccinated
Delivery to Information Centre, Meredith

Call Kelvin on

0400 559 559
to Order

o

ﬂ BALLARATCHOOKS
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BUILDER
HANDYMAN

ANDREW ROBERTS

e Decks

Carports

Weather boards
House maintenance
Renovations

\) 0438 184797

No job too small, just give me a call for a free quote.

Registered Builder DBU 19908 Email: golfbuggy65@bigpond.com

IF YOU NEED ALUMINIUM, GO TO...

JUST
Gioast ALUMINIUM

EleCtl‘iCal 10 BIRKETT PLACE, SOUTH GEELONG

) ¥ Country to

R.E.C. 11586

All Types of Electrical Installations
Pensioner Discounts and Free Quotes

Mob. 0419 504 297

Shaun Bubb
cmail: shaun.bubb@bigpond.com A E R DA e K
66 Bruncl St. Lethbridge 3332 R O TR e M

on Tuesdays and Fridays

Phone: 5222 5444 Fax: 5222 2788




it'S HiStory

Meredith History Interest Group

Christmas Lunch:

The Committee and others celebrated with a lunch on
December 18 at the History Centre. Various themes were
thrown around, like bring some food from a particular
country with a story about that food, but in the end, we all
brought some Christmas Fare and a feast was had by all.
After lunch Bev issued us with a pair of cardboard glasses
on which we had to write the name of an important person.
We then each gave the glasses to the person on our left who
had to ask questions of the group about who they were, as in
Celebrity Heads. It was hilarious as everyone looked
ridiculous, no one could read the writing because it was too
small and by the time it was your turn to ask questions again
you had forgotten what you had already asked. Good Fun
and Good Cheer!

Annual Meeting:

The Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, March 1 at the History Centre at
1.30 pm. After the formalities, David Rowe
who is Director of a Heritage Consultancy
Company, Authentic Heritage Services
based in Geelong, will speak. He is widely
known, has prepared many heritage studies
and conservation management plans and
other heritage assessments and has
authoured several heritage publications.
Lately he has been working on a Heritage
Study of Meredith.

This is of interest to all Meredithians as to
what happens to buildings in Meredith,
what is allowed to be built and where and
how we want our town to look like into the
future.

Come along and ask some questions!

Sculpture Exhibition/Competition:
MHIG is once again holding this event on May 16 & 17.
The theme is again History Reconstructed. Please start
making sculptures early and make several. They can be
made of any material, of any size and can be displayed
inside or outside. Entry Fee is $10.00 for 3 entries.

There is a lovely big yard at the History Centre that would
look magnificent filled with sculptures!!

Calendars:

Although most people now rely on their phones to know the
day of the week the Meredith Calendars, with a different
theme each year, continue to sell well. This project delivers
substantial funds to MHIG to help with research,
cataloguing, productions etc.

There are a few calendars left and will be available from the
History Centre during the next few weeks.

The Bound Family:

Following a post on Facebook Jan told us that her
grandmother grew up in Meredith and her father worked at a
Meredith mine, and she supplied a photo of the mine
structures. This resulted in exciting research using the
information supplied.... similar to doing a jigsaw. Some of
the Bound family lived at Yorktown and some lived, as Jan
said, next to the school in a white house. Her great

MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 32

grandfather was a mine worker and we are sure that the
photo she supplied is of the Duke of York Mine at
Bamganie, with the Duchess of York Mine in the
background.

Elaine Thru the Lens Photographic Exhibition:

MHIG entered this event in the Moorabool Shire Australia
Day Awards n the category, Community Event of the Year.
Paul Ryan and Jim Connell represented MHIG at the
Award Ceremony at Bacchus Marsh Hall at 9.30 am on
January 26 and were presented with a Certificate of
Achievement and photographed with the Mayor of
Moorabool Shire, Cr Steve Venditi Taylor who I believe
did attend our event at the Elaine Hall. The Big Freeze held
at Maddingly Park was the winner in this category.

MHIG was delighted with the community response to the
exhibition and thank everyone who helped in any way. A
book containing many of the exhibition photos is now being
created.

Memberships:

For $20.00 you can become a member and become part of
the MHIG and help to preserve our history.

Paul Ryan and Jim Connell representing MHIG at the
at the Award Ceremony with the Mayor of Mooraboo!
Shire, Cr Steve Venditi

Bushfire Appeal

from Media Release

Bendigo Bank has launched the Victorian Bushfire Appeal
which is the official platform for the community to donate
funds. Our Community Bank will also be making a
significant donation via our Community Investment
Program (and under our Natural Disasters Policy) to this
appeal.

The appeal is being formally managed by Bendigo Bank’s
charitable arm (the
Community Enterprise
Foundation) and is a trusted
and safe alternative for the
community to consider if
they are looking for ways to
help at the moment.

For more information and to
make a donation, visit
bendigobank.com.au/media/
victorian-bushfire-appeal-
launched/ or QR code.
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Bubsie goes on show!

Marg Cooper

Recently, Denis Gear put up his hand to tow Bubsie (a
replica Citroen) around for a week as part of its trip
around Australia to celebrate the incredible journey of a
Citroen 5CV that was the first car to circumnavigate
Australia in 1925.

Denis picked up the covered trailer containing the car in
Lilydale one morning and by that afternoon wase in
Warrnambool to display the car at Lake Pertobe. The next
day it was displayed outside the Seventh Day Adventist
Church and again at the Lake. During the rest of the week,
it appeared Museums, Churches, Aged Care Facilities and
in front of a supermarket. It was taken to several towns,
including Portland, Mt Gambier, Naracoorte and Keith.

Denis says that it wasn’t a holiday. He was accompanied
by two couples with caravans that helped look after the
car, set it on display and to talk to people who came to
see. The viewing times and venues were advertised in
local newspapers, radio stations and at church services.
But, witnessing the interest in old cars Denis got the bug
to do up an old tractor. When he came home from towing
the replica Bubsie he gave 22 bales of clover hay for a 65
years old Fordson Super Dextor tractor that needs quite a
bit of work to restore!

The story of the original Bubsie is indeed incredible. In
1924 Neville Westwood travelled extensively in the
northern parts of Western Australia on a motorbike
undertaking evangelical work and selling books about his
church. In August 1925 he and his friend Greg Davies
headed north again from Bickley in Western Australia.
They intended to cover northern Western Australia again
but later on decided to continue the trip right around
Australia and after only five months arrived back in Perth
on December 30, 1925.

I

Although the little car was economical, simple and
reliable they had many troubles to overcome. Tyres were a
constant problem and at Wave Hill Station the manager
offered the hide of a cow which they had just slaughtered
which they stuffed into the punctured tyre and managed to
continue driving although the cowhide started cooking in
the heat, the humidity drenched them in sweat and the
track bathed them in dirt.
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More than just tyres
at Bannockburn.

2 &
e N7

Passenger Mec ical Light Truck Agricultural

& 4WD

60 Holder Road
Bannockburn

@ 52811666

ZIRIDGESTONE

Spiny Broom
(Calicotome spinosa) is
now in flower (YELLOW)
Seeds explode in the
summer and the invasive
bush spreads rapidly
STOP THE SEED !

See "Broom Busters
(broombusters.org) on your
computer search engine for
inspiration and advice.

Chronic Pain ’Dry4Needling
' *Health Fund Rebates
Available-mememer e
*Cupping *Hot Stones

GOLDEN PLAINS

MYO ,
MASSAGE:
PH 0418 798 608
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The Power of Green Grass

Marg Cooper

For the third time in six years, fire that erupted at Mt
Mercer raced down the west side of the Leigh River and
then due to a change in the wind, attacked our property.

Friday, January 9 was a horrendous day, weather wise with
very strong northerly winds and extreme heat. Ever
watchful and alert for both the sight and smell of smoke, a
bit after 2 pm Jeff noticed billows of smoke that we
deemed were over the river and to the north/west of us.

Here we go again!

In 2025 Jeff had prepared (more than usual) in case of
another fire. He mowed strips in paddocks and extensively
around sheds and the house and watered some of these
areas so there was green grass. He installed sprinklers on
verandas and behind the machinery shed and sturdy hoses
with high pressure nozzles on most buildings. This
watering system was backed up with a diesel pump that ran
independent of the power system. He also had a generator
on the back veranda that supplied power until mains power
was restored, about 4 days later.

We were also determined to stay and protect our property
because we had had experience, we could see what was
happening around us until we got enveloped in smoke, we
were well prepared and we wanted to be here to mop up
immediately after the fire. Some wood-chips on the garden
behind the house caught fire and despite floods of water
couldn’t be extinguished. After the fire front had gone this
fire could have crept towards the house in the short dry
grass and ignited.

After the fire front passed us, although still feeling anxious
our spirits were buoyed by the number of fire trucks, utes,
people and aircraft. Talk about busy! Three helicopters
filled out of the northern end of the dam in front of our

house and trucks continuously filled from the southern
end. Some crews took their short breaks on our lawn and
vehicles came and went through the yard for days. A huge
thank-you to them all including strike teams from South
Australia who helped extinguish secondary fires in later
days.

Although we lost grass, fences and poly pipe it was a
shock to see neighbours’ properties where they lost sheds,
machinery, a house and a container of furniture. All that
remained were the twisted, scorched corrugated iron, the
mangled steel frame of the house that you can look right
through to see ashes of stacks of books and blackened
appliances, a treasured tractor burnt out and collapsed in
the middle, a life time collection of horse and blacksmith
gear gone, an enclosed hay shed smouldering and
shedding smoke and a full machinery shed reduced to
twisted metal.

On the Friday morning before the fire, Jeff, after spending
some time in his workshop, announced that he had made a
Stooge! What is a Stooge? He deemed he/Jeff couldn’t
stand and hold the hose behind the machinery shed so he
made a stand that wouldn’t blow over, that would hold the
hose firmly and allow the direction of the flow to be
altered. He joked later that it was fresh off the assembly
line when it went into action. The Stooge held the hose
and sprayed water to protect the machinery shed from
when the fire crossed the river until night fall. The
machinery shed didn’t burn although some logs, grass and
tyres along from it in the next paddock did burn.

Thank-you again to all the volunteers who did such an
amazing job, not only on the Friday when the fire raged
but in the days and weeks after. Now, Blaze Aid have
arrived and are pulling down fences. This is another
voluntary organization that help disaster affected areas.

Thank-you all.

The remains of Wally Tabone’s shed in Coopers Road. It contained
his blacksmith and horse gear....50 years of collecting....and his old
ute. (Photo by Marg Cooper.)
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The Bard in Buninyong

The Bard in Buninyong’s upcoming summer production;
Aristophanes’ The Birds (classical Greek comedy - edited
and revised for Australian audiences by Susan Pilbeam,
2025 — The Bard in Buninyong).

This February flock to the beautiful Buninyong Botanic
Gardens, to enjoy this fabulous fantasy/comedy.
Aristophanes, the father of comedy, invites us to see a

birds’ eye view of the world as the birds band together to |

build Cloud Cuckoo Land and take on the gorgeous Greek
gods and their old enemy, the not so humble humans.

A family friendly spectacle of theatre, satire, song and
dance, in the perfect setting.

Performances dates: Friday 6/02 7pm, Saturday 7/02 1pm
& 7 pm, Sunday 8/02 1pm, Friday 12/02 7pm, Saturday
13/02 1pm & 7pm, Sunday 14/02 Ipm (perfect romantic
Valentine’s Day outing)

Venue: The Buninyong Botanic Gardens (201 Scott Street,
Buninyong, Victoria 3357): bring a picnic/something to
eat & drink, something to sit on (picnic blanket, camping
chair, etc.), and get there early to enjoy our pre-show
musical entertainment (details below),

Community Bank Music Program: (15 minutes prior to
performance start),

Friday 6th 6.45-7pm - Martin & Talia

Saturday 7th 12.45-1pm - Milla Williams Duo
Saturday 7th 6.45-7pm - The Buninyong Players
Sunday 8th 12.45-1pm - The Winter Berries
Friday 13th 6.45-7pm - Tom and Freya McGowan
Saturday 14th 12.45-1pm - Quinta and Friends
Saturday 14th 6.45-7pm - Monday Trippers
Sunday 15th 12.45-1pm - Steve Mckenna

Prepare Fire-Damaged Land
Ahead of Storms

Fire-affected landholders, especially those in hilly and
mountainous areas should prepare for potential flash
flooding, soil erosion and landslides in the event of a
thunderstorm. To read DEECA’s media release on this
subject, including a link to a video demonstrating how to
build a sediment fence to protect dams, visit the “Extras”
tab at our website meredithnews.com.au.

WATER DELIVERY
Call
<

Youngy"
0436 451 995

or 0407 841920

THE

IRDS

yu FEBRUARY 2026
Ran

2
EOMMUNITY

BUNINYONG
Music Programme

Going to School

Did you see them pass to-day,
Billy, Kate and Robin,
All astride upon the back of old grey Dobbin?
Jigging, jogging off to school, down the dusty track -
What must Dobbin think of it - three upon his back?
Robin at the bridle-rein, in the middle Kate,
Billy holding on behind, his legs out straight.
Now they're coming back from school, jig, jog, jig,
See them at the corner where the gums grow big,
Dobbin flicking off the flies and blinking at the sun -
Having three upon his back he thinks is splendid fun:
Robin at the bridle-rein, in the middle Kate,
Little Billy up behind , his legs out straight.

Poem by CJ Dennis Source: Selected verse of
C.J.Dennis Angus & Robertson 1961

Submitted by Janene Schillier
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Vale to Barbara Baird

Marg Cooper

Barbara grew up in Perth, WA, trained as a doctor and
worked overseas in England, Scotland and Norway before
buying a block at Meredith 1982.

On a trip home to visit her brother and his family at

Meredith she walked down a bush track and she chanced to

see a For Sale sign on a block of land.

It was 160 acres that she described as a derelict sheep and

cattle farm with little or no tree cover and much of the soil |

eroded.

She relished the challenge it presented and made it her life |

work

Barbara worked tirelessly, from then, to restore the property K8

to health. Her property now thrives with an abundance of
native animals among the Australian bush plants.

She lived simply within the bush in a Nissan Hut with bird
feeding stations, possum boxes, bushfire protection
bunkers, various cages and aviaries used only as temporary
respite for sick or injured animals and a self-composting
toilet with a view.

Barbara was a vocal advocate for local environmental
matters including PALM [People for a Living Moorabool],
Meredith Police Paddocks and the Brisbane Ranges.

She knew the scientific names of the flowers, grasses and

trees, she kept log books, photos and diaries and measured
the salinity of the Moorabool River and she had what was
described as a Municipal Library’s worth of books.

She had a tree which she called her Thinking Tree, a huge
old messmate. This tree which has a fork where she would
sit was the only big tree left on the block when she bought
the land. Over the years she’d sit in its bough sharing every
emotion and dream with this old tree.

She was a valued member of Meredith History Interest
Group, attending events and helping when she was able and
joining us for lunch if she was in town.

In 1991 Barbara permanently protected her property at
Meredith with a conservation covenant through Trust for
Nature.

Barbara was highly intelligent woman who was prepared to
devote her life to what she believed in. It was a privilege to
know her.

SPECIALISING IN

« brick & block masonry
construction

« Solid brick houses

« Retaining walls

Scaffolding

Telehandler Hire

DURRAN
BRICKLAYING

Anthony Durran 0409 524438

a.durran@dwurranbricklaying com.au

B&s Stock & Pet Supplies

Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn
Phone 52 811 566

We stock all your requirements including:
® Horse Feed

Molasses

Dog & Cat Food

Hotrse Shoe Nails

Poultry

Collars & Leads

Bird Seed

Supplements

Pure Apple Cider Vinegar available

Horse Rugs (all sizes)

Double Hotse Float Hire

Agents for Sureguard Solar Electric Fence Energizers

Delivery can be arranged

Mon - Fri 8.30am- 5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-1pm

Howurs:-

Please note - closed Sundays until further notice
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As part of our celebrations marking 50 years of publication,
our roving reporter John Merlo is giving us a contemporary
take, by talking to locals about their use of their community
newsletter. If you would like to share your views, get in
touch with John via news@meredithnews.com/.au. - Ed.

Comments from long-term Meredith resident Doug
McFarlane, who has lived in his Lawler Street
residence with his wife Fay since having their home
built in 1963:

Doug - originally from the Albury district - says he
looks forward to every edition of the Meredith News,
and generally reads it 'from cover to cover'.

"I even read pretty much all the ads," Doug said when
we spoke recently, as 2026 begins with the ongoing
celebration of the newsletter's 50th year of continuous
publication.

Doug is a great observer of how Meredith has
developed since he and Fay moved here - a
development which continues as new homes spring up
around town, and a number of new commercial
enterprises are established.

He does have a few words of advice for new
advertisers in the newsletter:

"I'm sure I'm not the only one who reads the
advertising in the News,' he said.

It can give a real picture of what's going on in the
district, and 1 believe that some advertisers -
particularly those just starting up - could benefit from
the inclusion of a bit more detail about what their
business is offering to the public.

'Just putting in a mobile phone number and leaving it
at that is a bit of a lost opportunity."”

"Just a thought," he said with a chuckle.

Enjoy writing/

Well, our readers
enjoy reading.

Let us introduce you.

ARCHITECTS

WWW.KONARARCHITECTS.COM.AU

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
COMMUNITY

A SERVICE DEDICATED TO A CLIENT’S NEEDS

SMALL AND LARGE PROJECTS
DESIGN

DRAFTING + DOCUMENTATION
PLANNING PERMIT APPLICATIONS
BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS
PROJECT ADMINISTRATION \

32 STAUGHTON STREET MEREDITH

ANDRE KONARSKI

REGISTERED ARCHITECT | 16514

0438340532

The 2026 Golden Plains Shire
Community Awards Winners

The Shire of Golden Palis has announced the following
category winers of Community Awards.

Young Community Hero of the Year is Declan
Davidson.

Senior Community Hero - Joint winners are the late
Wendy Leeanne Hellebrand and Gerda Ross and her late
husband Dennis Ross.

Community Group Award - Joint winners of the 2026
Golden Plains Shire Council are Bannockburn Wildlife
Rescue and Linton Emergency Food Relief Pantry.
Community Hero - is Evelyn Cannon.

For more details, including each winner’s citation, contact
the Shire of Golden Plains.

Midland Highway Works

Rehabilitation works undertaken on a 1.5Km stretch of
the Midland Highway in Meredith between Gargans
Road and Creamery Road, have been completed.

To repair and strengthen the road, crews completely
rebuilt it from the ground up — correcting any sub-surface
issues in the process.

This was part of the state wide, $976 million Better
Roads Blitz.
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GOLDEN PENS -
Write Side Up.
g — o

G’Day from the penners for 2026. This year promises to be
very busy for us penners, but never too busy to share our
stories with the Meredith and surrounds community. We
are all looking forward to regaling you with stories on all
subjects as we have done in the past.

We are also looking forward to welcoming any new
members who may wish to join us this year, maybe you've
made a new years resolution to do something for yourself,
or to try a new hobby or to just kick start that creative
impulse you’ve been putting off for one reason or another.
We, at the group always welcome new faces, in fact we
have had a new fellow join us already this year and we
hope he will consent to adding his name, (in time) to our
list of writers who publish in this great newsletter. We
meet every fortnight for 1.5 hrs of fun and writing on
Thursdays at 1:30pm at the Bannockburn library with our
February sessions on the 12th and the 26th.

This month’s story is very timely, with the recent fires in
our district, but it was written from the perspective of an 8-
year-old girl who lived at the Bonegilla Refugee camp
during the middle of the last century. Laima McArdle has
been a member of our group for 4 to 5 years now and is a
valued member of our little group. Thanks, Laima, for your
deeply personal story. We hope you enjoy it.

Never Forget

I will never forget the smell of the smoke all around the
camp. The heat was penetrating, the air was still and
silence was everywhere. Wherever you looked there was a
wall of grey in the distance — fluffy smoke rising upwards.
A flock of galahs landed noisily squawking to decorate the
branches of the dead gum tree nearby, but they didn’t settle
and took off again screeching, restless, their sound echoing
loudly in the surrounding stillness. Evening fell. The
horizon was lit with intermittent spots of dancing orange
lights surrounding us in a circle quite far away it seemed.

We children sat on the steps of the hut. Mum and Grandma
were busy packing, efficient, practical. I was given a parcel
to carry. What was in it? I don’t know. ‘We will go to the
lake,” Mum said, ‘if the fires get closer.” How far was the
lake? Not too far. Then I thought that being near the water
would be good, but would we have to step into the water
with our clothes on till the water was as high as our chins?
Would our faces get hot with the fires so close to the
shores of the lake?

But underneath the practicality of, the bustle, the activity, I
felt a hidden unuttered fear. The dark movements, the
uncertainty, the waiting. As if this scenario had been

38

played out before, as if history was repeating itself. As is
Mum and Grandma had danced these steps in the past long
ago as refugees, and were going through a well-practised
routine — ‘Pack your bags and aim for a sanctuary’.

What is happening in the world now?

The mums and grandmas are practical — packing up their
families, their few belongings and heading for the lake, a
safe harbour, somewhere, anywhere, should the fires come
too close.

On a hot summer’s day, here in Australian bush country, or
anywhere really, when the air is very, very still, when the
evening is falling like a heavy blanket and the galahs in the
distance screech as they fly by or try to roost on a tree, the
fear, the sadness, the uncertainty, an indescribable feeling
of longing for something — what? I don’t know, is it
home? Envelopes me.

That is what I will never forget.

Neither will these generations from this war-torn world.

We're looking for a new...

NEWSLETTER
CO-EDITOR

Here's a chance to play a key role
in one of the district's foremost
community projects. If you can
commit several hours every
second month, use MS Word or
Publisher, are a reliable, team
layer by nature and willing to
earn, you could play an
important and rewarding part of
this highly successful operation.
Email us at:

news@meredithnews.com.au

...or calf Jim on 0409 163 169 to find
out more.

The deadline for copy is

9.00 am on the
last Thursday

of the preceding month




FROM THE
MAYOR'S DESK

FEBRUARY 2026

As we settle into 2026, | hope
everyone had a fantastic festive
season and Happy New Year. | look
forward to what this year will bring
across the community.

I'd like to a send a big thanks to the
CFA, SES, volunteers, residents and
Council staff for their unwavering
support during the Mount Mercer

fire last month. Their tireless efforts

to assist residents in evacuating their
homes and coordinating a relief centre
in Bannockburn were instrumental.

| am immensely proud of everyone
who rallied together to aid our
communities in Mount Mercer,
Meredith and Bamganie. Council

held a Bushfire Recovery Drop-in
Session in Meredith to assist impacted
community members on 15 January,
and this was well attended by
residents. Thank you to all emergency
and support agency representatives,
Council staff and Councillors who
attended and provided support to
impacted residents.

MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS
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Thank you also to Catherine King
MP, Federal Member for Ballarat, for
her attendance and support.

I'd also like to thank property owners
for their cooperation during our
ongoing Fire Prevention Inspections
since November. Your efforts are
crucial in keeping our community
safe. A reminder that we are still in
the Fire Danger Period until the CFA
announces the end of the season, and
| encourage you to remain vigilant
when it comes to warm weather.

This is the time to review your fire
emergency plan and stay informed
throughout the season. Council
will continue to provide fire safety
information on its website and
through social media over the
coming months.

It was fantastic to attend the
Golden Plains Shire Council
Community Awards on 29 January
and celebrate our nominees and
award winners. Golden Plains truly
is home to extraordinary individuals
who work tirelessly to support our
community, and it was an honour to
celebrate their achievements at the
awards ceremony.

Pictured below: Mayor Cr Owen Sharkey with CFA representatives at the Bushfire

GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE

Recovery Community Drop-in Session in Meredith last month.

19 Heales Street,
Smythesdale, VIC 3351

2 Pope Street,
Bannockburn, VIC 3331

5220 7111

@ enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au
goldenplains.vic.gov.au

Lastly, I'd like to encourage passionate
young people aged 12-25 across

the Shire to join the Golden Plains
Youth Council. The Youth Council is
the official youth advisory group to
Council, providing a direct channel
for young people to share their
perspectives and have their

voices heard.

If you're interested in becoming

a future leader, please contact
Council’s Youth Development Team at
goldenplainsyouth@gplains.vic.gov.
auorcall 5220 7111.

The Youth Council meets on the
second Tuesday of every month
at the Golden Plains Youth Hub in
Bannockburn or online.

Yours in community,

Owen Sharkey
Mayor

JOIN THE COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT REGISTER

eNngoge

Golden Plains

www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au

Are you interested in
participating in community
engagement opportunities?
Sign up to Council’s Community
Engagement Register to receive
Council’s monthly Engage newsletter
and stay up to date with community
engagement opportunities and
updates.

Visit Council’s website:
goldenplains.vic.gov.au.

@ GoldenPlainsShire
@ @GPSCouncilNews

lovegoldenplains
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A Surprise Party

Marg Cooper

Anne Parkinson had told her husband John that all their
family were coming to lunch at the Buninyong house on
Sunday, December 28 to celebrate his 80th birthday.
What she hadn’t told him was that she had also invited his
best friends, his siblings and his army mates.

She also hadn’t told him that she had engaged Round the
Way Catering, who specialize in function catering to come
in their pale green van, to park near the garage in the back
yard and to serve food, throughout the afternoon to the
guests and that he would have to foot the bill!

John thought he smelt a rat when he saw the flash marquee
that had been erected in the back garden and the number of
chairs, but he was delighted with the arrangements and the
celebration.

Son Nigel delivered a speech in his usual entertaining
fashion. He talked about his father’s schooling, early jobs,
his call up and service in Vietnam, his driving prowess and
several stories about when he and his sisters, Miffy and
Amy were growing up.

Army mate Peter then described how thrilled that he and
the other three Vietnam Veterans and their wives were, to
meet up to celebrate John’s birthday. They were all of a
similar age as young men, born in the mid 1940’s who
were selected via a lottery system for call up into the
Army.

Wife Anne explained how they had had their ups and
downs, as all couples do, and how her mother had
encouraged their romance.

Friend Tom Spielvogel added that Anne was disappointed
when John took home another girl from the Welcome
Home Dance which had been organized, chiefly by Tom’s
father Phillip, in the Morrisons Hall to welcome John
home from Vietnam, in 1968.

This was the last public event held in the Morrisons Hall.

Congratulations John. Keep doing what you are doing
because you are certainly a young 80!

T

. B

W
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Sport & Rec Fest

Media Release

Golden Plains Shire Council is thrilled to host the free
Active Golden Plains Sport & Rec Fest (the Rec Fest) in
February and March at Bannockburn and Smythesdale!

An 1nitiative of Active Golden Plains, the Rec Fest aims to
generate awareness of activities available in Golden Plains
and empower residents to explore a variety of physical and
recreational activities offered by local clubs, groups and
providers.

Community members are encouraged to come along and
try out a range of activities — from football, golf, bowls,
and tennis, to dance, gyms, fishing groups, BMX and
basketball.

The Rec Fest will be held across two different locations:

» Saturday 21 February 2026 from 10am to lpm at the
Woady Yaloak Recreation Reserve, Smythesdale

* Saturday 14 March 2026 from 10am to Ipm at the
Recreation Precinct Soccer Pavilion, Bannockburn

Golden Plains Shire Mayor Cr Owen Sharkey encouraged
interested community members to attend one or both
events.

“We had an incredible response from local sporting clubs,
groups and providers who were interested in running
activities at the Rec Fest, and we’re thrilled to welcome
over 20 groups at both events,” Cr Sharkey said.

“I encourage community members to come down to one or
both events and have a go at the activities — this is a great
opportunity to try something new or something out of your
comfort zone.”

For further information, contact Council’s Recreation and
Community Infrastructure team at
enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au or call 5220 7111.

John, second from left, with his
army mates - Ross, Peter, Doug
& Max




Thank you to everyone who sent photos of the bushfire last month. We have
published a few here, supplied by (from top) Cathie Boer, Peter Boer, Peter
again, Maddy McColl and Marg Cooper.

And a special THANK YOU
to the many local and
visiting volunteers who so
selflessly confronted this
threat to minimise the
damage and harm to our
community.




Catherine KING MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BALLARAT

Delivering for our
community!

Cheaper healthcare with more bulk billing
5% deposits for first homebuyers

Cutting student debt by 20%

Cheaper medicines

Protecting penalty rates

Extending paid parental leave

Standing up for our community!
(03) 5338 8123

Catherine.King. MP@aph.gov.au

Community Bank - Buninyong

Meet Randall
Your local Branch
Manager

Introduce yourself

If you need help with your banking,
call Randall on 5341 8066 or
search Bendigo Bank Buninyong

B Bendigo Bank
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BANNOCKBURN

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Where every move
matters

From Bannockburn to beyond,
we've got you covered

At Bannockburn Removals and Storage, we're proud to be a family-owned business
with over 40 years of experience, dedicated to making moving and storage
stress-free. Whether you’re moving locally within Bannockburn, across the Golden
Plains, through Geelong or the Surf Coast, or heading into the city, our experienced
team is here to deliver professional, reliable support every step of the way.

Stress-free moving and storage

Whether you're relocating across town or downsizing for a
fresh start, we make it easy.

Our services

Home and office removals
Antique and piano transport “Exceptional service..
. ) on time, polite and
Packing and unpacking worked quickly.”
Margaret
Secure short- and long-term storage

Packing supplies available

Why locals choose us

Over 40 years of experience
‘:“ “Super professional, ;
& friendly and efficient. They Family-owned and operated
handled everything with . .
| care and made et bl Friendly, professional team
R SHesE_fee. Available 7 days a week

Millie y . ;
Flexible, tailored solutions

GET A QUOTE TODAY —
. 0461529 860 — h
= info@bannockburnremovals.com.au BANN-(-)OC‘:,KBURON

€% www.bannockburnremovals.com.au REMOVALS & STORAGE



MORTIMER Z¥A PETROLEUM

MEREDITH ROADHOUSE
Take-Away Menu

Fried Foed

Hot Chips + Gravy
Flake Battered
Fish Battered
Squid Rings
Crab Stick
Battered Sav
Battered Burger
Chicko Roll
Spring Roll

Toasties

Bacon and Egg
Bacon and Egg Roll
Bacon, Egg and Cheese Muffin
Ham and Cheese
Ham, Cheese, Tomato
Bacon, Egg Breakfast

Fresh Rolls and

Sandwiches

Ham and Cheese
Ham, Cheese, Tomato
Ham, Cheese, Pickle
Egg, Lettuce
Ham, Salad

Chicken Salad
Salad

Mini Spring Roll
Dim Sims- Steamed /Fried
Chicken or Pork Dim Sims
Potato Cakes
Chicken Wing Dings
Chicken Garlic Balls
Chicken Strips
Kransky
Hot Jam Donuts

Coffee

Ha mburgers

Cheese Burger

Double Cheese, Sauce, Pickles

Plain Burger

Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato Sauce

Hamburger with the Lot

Lettuce, Cheeseg omato, Bacon, Egg, Onion,
Sauce

Steak Sandwich

Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, Bacon, Egg, Onion,
Sauce

Chicken Schnitzel Burger

Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, Mayo

Chicken Chilli Wra

Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, Sweet Chilli Sauce

Veggie Burger
Lettuce, Cheese, Tomato, Sauce

EXTRAS
Beetroot
Pineapple

Cappuccino | Latte | Flat White | Mocha | Long Black | Chai Latte | Hot Chocolate

Available in 3 sizes

Siell Medium

Milkshakes & Thickshakes

Chocolate | Vanilla | Caramel
Strawberry | Blue Heaven | Banana | Lime

Large

Cold Rarista Peverages
lced Coffee | Iced Chai | Iced Chocolate

lced Mocha

Alternative milks: Soy | Aimond | Oat | Lactose Free

PHONE 03 5286 1556
Select option 4




