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We welcome some new contributors this month as

well as all of our popular regulars.
* The heart of the community op shop news from Lindy
* Art on the farm at Glenairlie

Join the new Meredith Urban Sketchers

e: news@merdithnews.com.au w: meredithnews.com.au f

i



APRIL 2022

In April, Golden Plains Shire Council partners with the Victorian
Government to present the Golden Plains Community Fairs.
Enjoy live music, local food, market stalls and learn more about bushfire and
emergency services in Golden Plains with the CFA, Victoria Police and more!

The free community fairs will be held in conjunction with two popular market
events in the north and south of the Shire: the Golden Plains Farmers’ Market
and the Smythesdale Country Market.

golden plains SMYTHESDALE

; COUNTRY
farmers market MARKET

SATURDAY 2 APRIL SATURDAY 16 APRIL
10am to 3pm 10am to 3pm

Farmers’ Market and Country Market and
Golden Plains Community Fair Golden Plains Community Fair
Bannockburn Heart, Smythesdale Green,

corner High and Milton Streets Glenelg Highway

The Golden Plains Community Fairs are supported by the Victorian Government

i
@g:motem‘ﬁ %}ﬁl////l/l/‘ and Commonwealth Government, funded by a Community Events grant under

overnment GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE the Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA).




Making good
things happen

When you choose to bank with Bendigo Bank,
good things happen in your community.

Like our support of the Buninyong Men's Shed and

the installation of new filtration units for improved
air quality.

And when you belong to one of Australia's biggest
banks, good things happen with your banking too.

Feel good about who you bank with.

Find out more. Call 5341 8066 or search
Bendigo Bank Buninyong.

0 communitybankbuninyong
communitybankbuninyong

. Bendigo Bank Community Bank - Buninyong

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389134, OUT_1993209, 14/04/2021

THE GREAT CHOCOLATE
GIVEAWAY

&

W= 10 firstnational

SOURCL

COCOA REAL ESTATE
Golden Plains

Book an appraisal between now
and Faster and go mto the draw
to win a 10kg block of Chocolate

A

Offer only available through First National Golden Plains. Offer expires 17.04.22 Www.goldenplainsfn.com.au ph 5281 4500




The Meredith and District News is published by a
volunteer sub-committee of the Meredith
Community Centre comprising: Jim Elvey (General
Editor and Chair) Dawn Macdonald, Stefania
Parkinson,lan Penna, Mike Palmer, Sue Higgs and
Alex Hyatt. Production is undertakenby alternating
teams comprising Pam Ridd & Peter Boer, Don
Atherton & Jim Elvey,

NEWS & VIEWS

Subject to the conditions outlined below,
contributions accompanied by the contributor’s
name (which will also be published) and contact
details, are most welcome. Please email to
news@meredithnews.com.au or deliver to the
Meredith Community Centre.

DATES AND DEADLINES

The Newsletter is distributed on the first Thursday
of the month (except January). All ads and
submissions must be lodged by 9.00 am on the
last Thursday of the preceding month, but earlier
is really appreciated.

ADVERTISING

Advertising in the M&D Newsletter is a great way
to let district residents know about your business.
Contact us for full details and lodgement forms.
Rates are as follows:

B&W/Colour
Business Card $20.00
Quarter page $30.00
Half page $50.00/$110
Full page $100.00/$200

Note: A $20 loading applies for preferred position.
Please submit in jpeg format, if available.
Classifieds are FREE for small, personal notices
from residents. Otherwise $7.50 on invoice or
$5.00 if paid on lodgement. Community Groups
can have a 1/4 page ad for free or a $25.00
discount on larger ads. (conditions apply)
SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you are outside our delivery area you can
subscribe for $35.00 p.a. (11 issues) and get the
Meredith and District News posted to you
anywhere in Australia.

CONTACT US

Advertising: lan 0409 016815
advertising@meredithnews.com.au

Accounts: Mike 0428 861274
accounts@meredithnews.com.au

Editorial: Jim:0409 163169
news@meredithnews.com.au

WEB

You can check back copies and lodge comments
at meredithnews.com.au

ONLINE PHOTOS

We do not publish children’s photos online. If you
would like any other photo that you appear in
withheld from the online edition, let us know in
writing by the second Thursday of the month of
publication.

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the publishers. The publishers
may edit or reject contributions and accept no
responsibility for errors or omissions

Issue Production: Peter Boer Editor:Pam Ridd

connect emergenc

ADVANCE GOLF CLUB
3”4%';%2”; o 0407 795 342
735 FOOTBALL

ANGLING CLUB fe”.'ms 8;‘3?6%‘;3 jgs

0419 248 660 uniors
lethbridgejuniorfooty @gmail.

B’BURN ART com

GROUP HISTORY GROUP

0410 808 483 5286 8201
LANDCARE

BLUE LIGHT 0409 862 326

SDZI;? 322 MEMORIAL HALL
0409 662 106

5323? ;(2(?1"”3 MOTORCYCLE
CcLuUB

CFA 0437 009 250

000 for fire calls PLAYGROUP

Elaine 5286 0700

0409 861 296

Meredith POLICE

5286 1502 PADDOCKS

Morrisons 5286 1273

0417 770 765 RSL - 5286 1452

CHILDCARE SENIOR CITIZENS
5286 0700 5286 8232
communiTy  TENNIS
CENTRE Elaine

0448 291 074
5286 0700 Lethbridge

5281 7321
ERICEEl Meredith
Elaine

0424 754 179
0448 291 074

Junior(U16,U14,13)

SEW ‘N’ SEWS
&4;%311 R 5286 0700
5286 1434 FRIENDS OF THE
BRISBANE RANGES
CUBS & SCOUTS 5286 1252
Anakie 5281 9497
ELAINE HALL

Elainetownhall@gmail.com

..or start something.

If you have a special interest you
would like to share with like
minded people, let us know and
we will help you get it started.

Police, Ambulance,
Fire

(from mobile phone) 000 or 112
Meredith Police Station 5286 1222
Police non emergency 131 444
Power Failure 132 412
Nurse-On-Call 1300 606 024
Mental Health Advice 1300 280 737
Poisons Information 13 11 26
Barwon Water 1300 656 007
SES Emergency -
flood & storm 132 500
24 Hour Helpline 1800 629 572
24 Hour Drug &
Alcohol Counselling 1800 888 236
Kids Help Line
24hr 5-18yo 1800 551 800
Golden Plains Shire 1300 363 036
A.H. Emergencies 0408 508 635
Ranger 5220 7111 or
0409 830 223
5281 2226
Golden Plains Animal 5281 2226

Pets & Horses

0421 617 238

Justices of the Peace

Mr Don Atherton.

0409 869 960

Mr Paul Ryan Elaine 0409 861 296

services

CEMETARY
TRUST

5286 1550
HALL HIRE
0409 662 106

Elaine Rec
Reserve

5341 5703
LIBRARY VAN
5272 6010

MATERNAL &
CHILD HEALTH
5220 7230
PRE-SCHOOL
5286 0722
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
5286 1313
RECREATION
RESERVE
0429 315 575
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Please contact me n‘ you think | can help in any way
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Michaela Settle MP STATE MEMBER FOR BUNINYONG
15 Main Road, Bakery Hill 3350 P: 5331 7722 E: michaela.settie@parliament.vic.gov.au

Meredith Community Centre

wrsﬂ'y ﬁ»- vur communly
COMING UP WEEKLY EVENTS
2 Day Workshop with Jen Jones - $250 Tai Chi - $15 per session

Tuesdays @ Meredith with Sandra - 9.30 - 10.30 am
Tuesdays @ Bannockburn with Desma - 9:30 - 10.30 am

Rescheduled with Date to be Confirmed

lﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁhﬂﬂﬁ:jlﬂﬂﬂtkibﬂmﬂh-ﬂl | Thursdays @ Teesdale with Desma - 9.30-10.30 am
Date to Be Confirmed - Pop Your Name Down Now! Steady Feet - $10 per session
Visible Mending with Di Wednesdays - 10:00 - 11:00 am

March 28 - 10.30 - 11.30 - $5
PLAYGROUP - Thursdays

9.30 - 11.30 - Starting Soon!
Join the Meredith Playgroup Page on Facebook for
Updates!

BCYF - AO Health
Wednesdays at the Community Centre
This service will be via a referral and self-referral

Young Artists Club with Jen Jones
Thursdays 4:30 - 6.00pm - $200 per term

Macrame with Anita
March 25 - Wallhanging - 11.00 - 2.00 - $50

Fermentation with Narelle
March 28 -11.00 - 2.00 - $120
There's lots more!
Keep an eye on our Facebook Page or give me a call to
join the mailing list!

Interested in a Sewing Group?
We are looking for members to join a new group who will
eventually look into sewing for Charity!

Join us on @

Facebook & Instagram
@meredithcommunitycentre

To Book:
learnlocal@meredithcommunitycentre.com.au
www.facebook.com/MeredithCommunityCentre
Ph. 5286 0700 / 0491 184 999

MONDAY - 8:15 - 2:15
Y ) WEDNESDAY - 8:15 - 2:15
FRIDAY - 9:15 - 2:15




Meredith Uniting Church
Services have recommenced. 11.00 am 2nd Sunday each
month. Enquiries:

Rev. Paul Sanders 0407 833 515 5341 2440

Serbian Orthodox - 5341 5568

Worship on Sundays in the Anglican Parish of
Inverleigh+Bannockburn+Meredith:

9.00 am Holy Communion St Paul’s, Inverleigh
11.00 am Family Communion. St John’s,
Bannockburn

5.00 pm Prayer and Praise Epiphany, Meredith
Find us at: www.goldenplainsanglican.org or
office.ibm@goldenplainsanglican.org

The Revd Dr Timothy Smith

PiC Anglican Parish of
Inverleigh+Bannockburn+Meredith

St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish of Meredith

Contact Details:

Parish Priest Father Joseph mob. 0404 598 558

Office Phone: 5286 1230

Office open Wednesday & Friday 9.30am to 4.30 pm
Mass times :

Tue and Thurs 9 am St Mary MacKillop, Bannockburn
9.30-10.30 am Fr Joseph available for enquiries

Wed and Friday 11 am St. Joseph’s, Meredith

First Friday of the month Exposition, Adoration,
Benediction will be held and Reconciliation available,
10.15 Meredith, followed by Mass.

EREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

First Sunday of the month

Family Mass, 11 am, Bannockburn

Youth group

Sun. 13/3, 27/3, 12.15 followed by lunch, Bannockburn
contact Monique 0432 040 906

Friday 4/3 World Day of Prayer, Uniting Church,
Meredith 10.30 am

Sat.  19/3 ST. JOSEPH’S Day, Meredith 11 am, bring
a plate

Sat. 6 pm Vigil, St. John the Baptist, Winchelsea
Sun. 11 am St. Mary MacKillop, Bannockburn
Sun. 13/3, 27/3, 9 am St. Joseph’s, Meredith
Sun. 6/3,20/3, 9 am St. Brigid’s Anakie

Sun. 20/3 , 4 pm Sacred Heart, Inverleigh

Tues. 22/3, Sacramental Enrolment, Bannockburn 7 pm

Other Sacraments:

Reconciliation,  Anointing, Baptisms, Matrimony,
Funerals call: 5286 1230 for details.
Sacramental program  (Reconciliation,  Eucharist,

Confirmation) will be operating. Call the office for
details/ timing/ enrolment for 2022.
2022 World Day of Prayer

This year’s celebration of the World Day of Prayer will
be held at the Uniting Church in Meredith on Friday, 4™
March at 10.30 am. All the local churches come
together each year for this service, so if you belong to
any church or no church, you are most welcome to join
us.

This year the focus is on England, Wales and Northern
Ireland, and the service has been produced by members
of those communities.

Please come and join us on 4™ March at 10.30am at St.
Andrews Uniting Church. Morning Tea will follow the
service.

The Great Giant Pumpkin Challenge

Are you ready for the Giant Pumpkin Challenge
measure up?
Prize categories are:

Largest Pumpkin (circumference)
Heaviest Pumpkin

For
Adults
Children - up to kindergarten
Prep, Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3/4/5/6

Also
Best Decorated Pumpkin of any type using
natural materials

For
Adults, Children (all ages)

When: Friday 13th May at School at 1pm
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COMMUNITY

Meredith Memorial Hall AGM

Residents of the district are welcome to attend
WHAT- The Hall’s AGM

WHEN - Monday 28" MARCH at 7.30pm
WHERE- Memorial Hall, 61 Staughton St Meredith
WHY - The Election of Committee for 2022

AND - To present the Annual Financial Report.

Visitors are welcome to attend to learn more about the
Hall.

Hall Bookings/Secretary — Sandra
H: 52861545  M: 0409 662 106.

Birth Announcement

Ethan Dominik Hoffman

A numbers man...picking 02-02-2022 at 2.32pm for his
grand entrance.
Missing the perfect 2s by 10 minutes.

Ray and Sandy Hoffmann (nee Halle) would like to thank
all the doctors and staff at University Hospital Geelong
and UCFW for all their terrific work.

Meredith Senior Citizens

Written by Jim Hynds

Our next function is a lunch at the Memorial Hall on
Monday, February 28. New Members are welcome.

We would like to extend our condolences to Don
Hodge and his family on the passing of Hope. I first
met Hope soon after Linda and I came to live in
Coopers Road when she drove up the driveway on a
cold, wet, windy day. She was collecting for Red
Cross and asked us for a donation. We became
friends.

Hope joined Senior Citizens and at one stage she was
President, Secretary and Treasurer and there were
only about 8 members. She was a stalwart and kept
the seniors going. Linda had joined straight after her
accident when she was 36 years old on the
recommendation of her doctors. Hope coerced me
into also joining after I retired from work. Then I
became President and Hope was Secretary/Treasurer.
We canvassed for members and the numbers grew
again and Hope organised Mystery Tours which were
very popular.

Hope was a typical farmer’s wife. She didn’t like to
spend money. She explained that the seniors might
need the money for a rainy day. I told her that we
were seniors and there weren’t many rainy days left!
We kept in touch even after she left Meredith. She
will be sadly missed.

Our cover this
month is a stri
picture of a
spider web
i, spangled with
% dew.

Thanks Mick
Devlin

Why not share your favourite
pics with us? You could make
front page news!
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meredith
POLICE
report

James HOBBS | Senior Constable 37267.
Meredith Police Station — Station Commander.
Western Region, Division 3.

p. (03) 5286 1222| | dx. 214329 |

e. james.hobbs@police.vic.gov.au

With the Summer holidays behind us, the kids back at
school and most of us back to the grind, I just wanted to
say thank you, and applaud the conduct of most
throughout the “silly season”.

I have received a number of complaints regarding “hoon
driving” around the Meredith township and towards
Coopers Bridge. This driving will not be tolerated, and
will be continued to be monitored heavily. I can not stress
enough the importance of safe driving. Obvious sanctions
for such driving are inclusive of penalty notices, Court

| bought a Presbytery

As told to Marg Cooper by Drew

When I bought two houses, next door to each other on
Ballan Road at Meredith in July 2021 I didn’t know that

No 6 Ballan Road or the house closest to Coolebarghurk

Creek had been the Catholic Presbytery.

When I began renovating it, I noticed that it was old,
having thin boards behind the wall lining that were
installed for lathe and plaster. It had tall sash windows that
went from floor to ceiling, with a large entrance hall, and
very high ceilings with decorative cornices. There were no
built cupboards, and it had cement troughs in a back room
that was the laundry.

I believe that the house may have been modernised in the
1980’s, with new plaster being installed in some rooms, an
art deco fireplace front of slate being installed in the
lounge, a lower false ceiling in the bathroom and a wall
between the kitchen and lounge being removed.

I have repaired, painted, replaced some of the wooden
framed windows, removed the false ceiling, installed robes
in the three bedrooms and revealed the Baltic pine
floorboards. The brick front fence that was clad with slate,
which I have dismantled, but saved the bricks to build a
path to the front door from the nature strip. I am trying to
retain the character of the house, while making it
practicable and suitable for modern life. Also the large
orange shed that spanned across several blocks behind the
houses has been sold to a local. You may see it erected
somewhere else in Meredith in the future.

I called at the Meredith History Centre to ask about the
houses that I bought. They told me that No 4 had been
shifted from Box Hill in 1960. Brian and Elaine Stanley
lived in this house for 50 years before moving to
Bannockburn in 2010. The house at No 6 had been St
Josephs Presbytery and had been bought by Maurice and
Gwen Stanley and relocated to Ballan Road in 1962.
Maurice died in 1981 and Gwen died in 1991. The house

appearances and seizure of vehicles. Again, the road is
utilised by us all, so please show the utmost respect and
courtesy to others.

With the children back at School, I also ask that we
continue to be mindful of the changing school zones. I am
well aware that this issue does not stem from the local road
users, rather vehicles travelling through. But again, this
will also be monitored for the health and safety of the
children and their parents and guardians taking them to and
from school.

Stock theft and firearm theft continue to be a matters of
growing concern throughout the state. I ask that all
firearms are secured properly and accordingly. And in
terms of stock, that we look out for our neighbouring
properties, and that any suspicious vehicles or persons be
reported.

Again, I thank the Meredith Community. Drive Safe, Play
Safe.

remained empty until it was sold in 2010.

The presbytery was built in 1878. It was built of
Lethbridge bluestone with Waurn Ponds freestone facings
at a cost of £800. The foundation stone was laid by Rev.
Hegarty on September 19, 1878. Mr Crawford of Geelong
was the masonry contractor and Joseph Watts the architect.
The house was remodelled in 1898/99 with the bluestone
being removed and replaced with weatherboards as it was
felt that the bluestone made the building too cold. The
bluestone was advertised for sale and sold to Mr Charles
Davies who built a house, off Taylors Road with it. The
current brick presbytery was built in 1961.

Father Hegarty was the first Parish Priest at Meredith,
appointed in March 1875. It is reported that he rented
premises on the corner of Staughton and McLeod Streets.
He had his hands full in attending to his large mission and
his solicitude for the people and genial nature made him a
great favourite with all classes. He was appointed Parish
Priest at Sale in 1878 so may have not lived in the
presbytery he initiated. If he did live in it, it was only for a
short time!



MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

i "Myotherapy * Remedial

*Sports *Pregnancy

*Chronic Pain *Dry Needling

*Health Fund Rebates

Available

*Cupping *Hot Stones

+ *Gift Vouchers Available
‘Member of MA and MAMA

GOLDEN PLAINS

MYO |
MASSAGE:

" PH 0418 798 608

IS YOUR SOLAR
FEED-IN TARIFF BEING

CUT BACK?

GIVE US A CALL AND GET THE RIGHT ADVICE ABOUT
HOW YOU CAN FIGHT BACK AND CONTINUE TO
MAXIMIZE THE ECONOMIC BENEFIT FROM YOUR
SOLAR POWER SYSTEM.

BREAZE
ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

Solar Power (with Batteries) Solar & Heat Pump Hot Water
On-Grid & Off-Grid  Domestic & Commercial

energysolutions@breaze.org.au

03 4309 4027

Family owned & operated
for more than 30 years

//"; A famly
ol A * W owned

* N Pustralian
&4-\' e
™ !:.

Specializing In:
¢ Clip Brokering

@ On Farm Pricing

TEST'N’TAG

All plug in electrical items can be tested
and certified safe.

On-site or off-site testing. Reasonable rates.

Contact Meredith Maintenance
(Licensed Tester)

52861550 or 0427300742

¢ Shed Clean Ups

Secondhand packs
replaced free of charge

SERVICING ALL AREAS

Call today and we'l come to you

P: (03) 5267 2703 0417 054 792

Monday to Friday 8am-5pm
2990 PRINCES HWY, WINCHELSEA

admin@byvwockcomau  www.byvwool.com.au

‘ The deadline for
copy is

9.00 am on
the last
Thursday

of the preceding
month
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Trust
Australia’s

Iurgesl' LPG
Green Chicken Curry SUPPIIE““

Prep & Cook Time 30 mins

easymddelish

Serves 4

Elgas is a local business,
run by local people
offering LPG for your home

Ingredients
3 tablespoons green curry paste
2 tablespoons fish sauce

400mls coconut cream

Elgas Welcome Package

700g skinless chicken breast, diced OPEN NEW ACCOUNT & E
i)
Method RECEIVE $80 WORTH OF -
L. Heat a large non-stick frying pan over a _I'FG GAS ACCOUNT GHEDI'IE 8
medium heat. For all s ond condiicrs seewsbeio weww digos com.ou
2. Add chicken a saute for 2-3 minutes until . -
just golden. Give Elgas a call and gel friendly

reliable service in your area
3. Add the curry paste and fish sauce and toss

to coat the chicken.

Reduce the heat, and add the coconut milk. 131 ]61 E LGAS

Simmer for 10 minutes stirring occasionally www.elgas.com.au
until cooked. Season to taste.

Add all sorts of seasonal vegetables like green A & R DURRAN Br iCkIElYiI]g

beans, snow peas and strips of red capsicum, DB 10938 |
carrots and zucchini. Stir through some bamboo

shoots right at the end so they are warm, but retain T N CERVICTC
crunchiness. & BUILDING SERVICES

Serve over rice and English spinach.
Specialising in brick & block masonry construction
* Solid brick houses . .

Recipe from: 4 Ingredients Keto * Retaining walls et s

. * Scaffolding
Stefania * Telehandler Fire Anthony Mobile: 0409 524438
ABN 63614843881

aandrdurranbricklaying@bigpond.com
www. DURRANBricklaying.com

New Homes Designs
Renovations Planning

Alterations Consulting

Adam Conror | 0407 729 £29 DBU 43290

=i MASTER
Connor Construction & Design CBU 51120 ittt BUILDER
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MULCAHY & Co

Helping committed clients achieve and maintain financial security.

Career Opportunities with us!

We currently have multiple roles available in our Ballarat office and would love to

hear from anyone interested!

* Mortgage Broker (Ballarat Office)

e Financial Planner (Ballarat Office)

* Accountant 2-5 yrs experience (Ballarat Office)

e Conveyancer (Ballarat Office)

e Commercial Lawyer (Ballarat Office)

Mulcahy & Co staff from every part of our business work together to define us, what’s important

to us, and what reflects our people and culture.

We're inspired by potential — for individuals, teams and clients — captured in our vision:
‘Helping committed clients achieve and maintain financial security’.

We are a one stop shop for individual and business financial needs. Our renowned FS360 program

guides our clients through the "12 steps to financial security" — a program with the client at the

centre, ensuring all important boxes are ticked from income protection insurance to a marketing plan.

Check out our Careers page here: www.mulcahy.com.au/careers

www.mulcahy.com.au
300B GILLIES ST N BALLARAT VIC 3355
P 0353307200 E info@mulcahy.com.au

f Minlv)

Our Business Service Units:

Aceounting Legal
Agri Business Loans & Finance
Financial Planning Marketing

a,
)
Wp®

0ur 12 Steps to Success
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THE HEART OF A RURAL
COMMUNITY

Lindy Allinson

Not so long ago, the heart of every small community was
their church. Though that was then.

Nowadays, it might be the school. The Community House.
Or even the local pub.

For me, no matter where I’ve travelled around the world,
it’s always the Op Shop. Usually run by local women, their
oddball collections of treasures awaiting discovery are
donated by local families. The buildings themselves are
invariably a run-down part of that town’s history. And
those shopping there are usually all neighbours. So to me,
an Op Shop always feels like the true beating heart of any
community [ find myself in. Each unique, like the little
town it reflects.

Meredith’s Op Shop is no exception!

St. Joey’s Opie may be old, and rather ramshackle, though
its little building has housed everything from school & Tai
Bo to Friday afternoon shared lunches. And now, thanks
to the dedicated couple who run it (Hilary & John), it’s
also filled with warmth, laughter and a great big
welcome... for all.

Although I live in Steiglitz, it was their friendliness during
a random visit there which, not so long ago had me
offering to “organise the books.” Since then, I’ve watched
this hardworking couple make a difference to people’s
days. Seen their smiles inspire laughter. And been witness
to their genuine warmth, truly helping keep the chilly cold
of loneliness at bay for many. As you can tell 1 love

Hilary & John dearly, and it’s because of them I happily
chose to stay on after having licked the mountain of books
into shape.

Like most women, I wear many hats. Volunteer’s one,
For we arty types, lockdown meant no

artist another.

MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

exhibitions, resulting in endless pent-up frustrations. So
imagine my joy when Hilary & John allowed me full
creative freedom to ‘tweak’ the Opie’s clothing room out
back. With overalls, paint brushes and excited ideas just
bursting to escape, I had an absolute ball.

Hence this little article. For the St. Joey’s Opie Team
would like to announce the opening of your newest local
shopping experience —

THE DRESSING ROOM!

Just received a party invite at short notice? Need
something special to brighten up your wardrobe? Or
lockdown saw you rediscover your love of crafts, and need
new supplies? Then come to The Dressing Room... at
least before you look elsewhere.

You’ll find the ‘nicest’ items here. Jewellery, clothing,
shoes to name a few. While if you’re needing something to
wear on the farm, be comfy in at home, or hunting up an
item out of season — head into the back container. It’s still
being revamped, though is brimming with treasures too.
When finished this little space will need a new name —
ideas anyone?

Oh, and did I mention the wealth of electrical goods
available? Coffee makers, popcorn machines, juicers... you
name it, we have it. And thanks to Dennis, each one’s
safely tagged & tested. With prices that can’t be beaten!
Before I go, with school holidays just around the corner —
Hilary & John wanted to remind every parent, grandparent
& kid out there — ALL CHILDREN’S BOOKS ARE
FREE!

We’re open both Wednesday & Friday, between 10 — 4 pm.
So remember, if you’re looking for a treasure, need to refill
the craft box, or simply want to share a laugh with a truly
lovely couple (the laughs & smiles are free!), then come on
down to the heart of Meredith - St. Joey’s Opie.

With big smiles to everyone!




MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 13

Paul Ryan Transport

 Livestock & General Cartage

* Bulk Haulage

* Grain and Fertilizer

0409 861 296
- 5341 5575

M

— _rh

T

SUPAGAS

100% AUSTRALIAN

Paul Ryan

YOUR SUPAGAS DEALER

Paul Ryan
is delivering SUPAGAS to your area.

Paul will supplycompetitive 45kg, forklift and BBG

gas cylinder refills in a reliable and friendly
manner.

¢ 4plsiddeimestic and Commercial Cylinder

e Fork lift Cylinders (15kg Aluminium
Cylinders)

¢ Refills BBQ and Camping Cylinders
e Bulk Gas Quotations supplied

Please contact Paul to arrange your next
SUPAGAS LPG delivery

Contact Paul Ryan on 0409 861 296

SUPAGAS is pleasedto announce th§

JOSIES
CONCRETING -

& Excavation Work

Colin Jose

Garage floors * Foundations
Paving ¢ Driveways ® House slabs * Free quotes

MOBILE 0412 402 924

Ballarat Big Vac 1000252

Specialising in Septic Tank Cleaning Services and
all other aspects of vacuum cleaning including:-

« Insulation and Dust

- Grain Silos

- Elevator Pits

- Water Tanks and Flood Damage

« Grease Traps

« Pressure Cleaning
EPA licence accredited

Ph Milton Howard mobile: 0409 503 778
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Art on the Farm

April 2-3, 9-10.
Glenairlie Homestead
370 Taylor Rd, Meredith

When we moved here to Meredith district, it was obvious
that many locals have a great interest in the art world, with
many practicing artists grinding away in their own country
workshops and studios.

Here on our farm, we found ourselves with a beautiful
heritage Shearing shed looking for a new life; the sheep
having moved on. It was natural then that we looked to
using this space to display some of our creative friends’
work. The plan is to present a varied selection of works by
four artists we know and love.

Our inaugural annual Art Exhibition will be held on the
first two weekends of April. Four artists have been invited
to display their work in and around the old Shearing Shed.

Michael Clark -Acrylic on canvas, Birds and the
Environment (@mikeclarkartist

Jacki Staude -Metal sculpture, 3D.
www.jackistaude.com.au

Mandy Moyle -Nature and Seaside images on canvas
@mandymoyleart

Ro Cook — Printmaker using natural dyes and
Materials www.rokoco.com.au

You are invited to join us at Glenairlie for a BYO Picnic,
and a stroll through the Hay and Shearing Sheds.

Images can be viewed on @glenairlicevents Pages on
Instagram and Facebook.

Note: Sales can be negotiated directly with the Artists,
NO commissions apply.

editors note: "see some selected images on the back page"

)
WOOD EARTHMOVING

TIM WOOD
0407 931 711
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The Queen Bee who went to
the Dance Concert

Marg Cooper ll/)'/o
{

On a hot day recently Rob and (( —

Heather Kent picked up a Queen I

Bee from an apiarist at Mt Duneed.

She was to replace an old Queen Bee in one of their hives.
They were heading to a Dance Concert where some of
their grandchildren were performing and realised that if
they left the Queen Bee in their vehicle all afternoon, she
would get too hot and probably die. So, Heather put her in
an insulated shopping bag with a cold pack and took her
to the concert, discretely placing the bag under her seat.
When they took her out of the bag at home they thought
that they may have actually made her too cold but all was
well!

The Queen, who had a dob of paint on her back to
distinguish her, was in a small plastic box and was
accompanied by about five other bees to look after her
with some honeycomb to eat. Apparently when you
remove the old Queen from a hive you open the end of
the plastic box and place the plastic box in the hive. The
bees eat their way through the honeycomb, out of the box
and establish themselves in the hive and by the time they
do that both the new Queen and her carer bees and the
bees in the hive have accepted each other.

Linton Town-wide Garage Sale
Sunday 27" March 2022
8a.m.to2p.m.

Free maps at takeaway from 8
a.m.

Welcome to our town & its
treasures

J‘ _ oL
Sranest
Adrian Mohr

-

Morbrm.k
PTO0k Shajf,
Merediry Vig onf.,anf?;gil ;

morbrookmusic@gmaﬂ co
Mobi]e 0438 867 38?]']

-~

S
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1 A Large Variety Horse Feed
Natural Herb and Mineral
Supplements

I Poultry and Bird Feeds
Dog & Cat Food

] Guidar, Vaccines & Drenches

AND NEED A
SHEARER OR

ROSS)ABO}JT,

_ Please Call '
'Mol;i_le_:ncss 861_ 380 -

ﬁ PLUMBING

GASFITHNG
SOLUTIONS

n Renovations

O Sky Lights

O Solar Hot Water

O Hot & Cold Water Supply
O Drain Pressure-Jet Clearing
O Drain Locating Service

O Sanitary Plumbing

.. S
callNathan Wsym
0408 996 721 ' A"

PGsolutions nfo@gmailcom Menedithbesed @

ELAINE FARM SUPPLIES
5264 Midland Hwy Elaine
Phone: 03 5341 5665

For all your Pet, Livestock and Rural Supplies
We stock all your requirements including

Normal Trading Hours Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 12noon
(Closed from December 24th at 12pm and reopen Tuesday 4th January 2022 at 9am )
Come in and Visit us for store specials

Pasture Seeds & Fertilizers

Shearing Items
Electric and Rural Fencing
Supplies

Farm & Garden Chemicals

IF YOU NEED ALUMINIUM, GO TO...

JUST
ALUMINIUM

18 BIRKETT PLACE, SOUTH GEELONG

Phone: 5222 5444 Fax: 5222 2788




16

THE GODMOTHERS
By Monica McInerny

An entertaining novel from a popular and productive

Australian novelist, Monica McInerney. It is her 12® novel
and its settings journey between Australia, Scotland and
Ireland.
Eliza Miller is the only child of Jeannie, a wild and
unpredictable, single mother, who escaped troubles at
home, by travelling and working overseas before returning
to Victoria and raising her daughter. Jeannie constantly told
Eliza stories about her life and family but these tales
changed with each telling and Eliza found it difficult to
distinguish the truth from fiction. The identity of her father
was one of the many questions Eliza longed for a truthful
answer. Jeannie had promised to tell her when she turned
18.

Eliza also had two godmothers, lifelong friends of
Jeannie, Olivia and Maxie. They treated Eliza to twice
yearly trips with them to exotic locations and played a very
important role in her life, financially and personally. At the

Name: Jinxy

Breed: Black lab/, :
bull terrier crogs. golden retriever cattle dog/miniature

gum trees and earg

being opened i another building

Place of origin: Rescue dog from a farm
Pet hates: Bullants |

. al iti
ensuing foot stompin vays biting her feet and the

: g dance.

avourite toys: Gree .
Balls, balls and more l;lal?sl.b ber erocodile as pictured.
Naughtiest deeds:

starving whijle being

Favourite pastimes: Eating, chasin
in the dam, being drieq ey
Dog House on TV.

Obsession: Balls and food.
Owner: James

\:

Droolin

4 kilos overnes Snding 1o look

overweight,

g balls, SWimmin
a towel, Wwatching Thg
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age of 17 they were there for Eliza when tragedy struck and
she needed them most. The timeframe of the book
commences 13 years later and flashbacks to past occasions
and stories fill in the background.

The main character, Eliza, is likeable and realistic and
you do feel sympathy for her and her situation. The other
characters are a varied selection. Maxie is an actress in a
television soap opera settled in London. Maxie is arranging
to marry her partner, Hazel. Olivia is managing a family
hotel in Edinburgh with her 2 stepsons, Alex and Rory and
trying to cope with her husband’s progressive dementia and
her malicious mother-in-law, Celine, who resides in the
hotel. There are also Emmet, who is understanding and
caring of Eliza, precocious Sullivan, unforgiving Sheila,
Emmet’s mother and Lawrence, the hotel manager. Many
of these later characters are passing figures who we don’t
really get to know very well but who knit the story together
across the changing settings. The touch of romance at the
end was predictable but the mystery of Eliza’s father is an
unexpected twist.

A real positive for Eliza is that, despite her
unconventional, disruptive and erratic childhood, her love
for her mother and her mother’s love in return, was never
in doubt.....”I’m not a mistake.....I was loved. I loved my
mother very much. I miss her every minute of every day.”

The book is very readable and for fans of McInerney, it is
a modern tale of family, friendship, secrets, promises made
and broken, lies and hope. It is feel good fiction, a pleasant
holiday escape.

Reviewed by Bev Elshaug

|
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healthS+VE

pharmacy
Bannockburn Pharmacy Newsletter

Proprietors: Scott Wilkes & Damian Bennett|

6 High Street
3331
Phone: 5281 1519

Be prepared this flu season (Vaccination Clinic) Pl Coatnse:

We now have the 2021 influenza (flu) vaccines available. .
S - medAdvisor

Our pharmacists, Scoft, Prili & Tracey are accredited to provide and administer flu
vaccinations (10 years & older) & whooping cough vaccinations in the pharmacy. Our

= Vaccination Clinic

vaccination clinic is open during the following times: = Glasshouse Fragrances
= Circa Home
Monday: 10:00am - 6:00pm Tuesday: 10:00am — 6:00pm = Ear piercing
Wednesday: 10:00am - 6:00pm Thursday: 9:00am - 4:00pm « Nose piercing
Friday: 10:00am — 6:00pm * edela (we hire Breasipumps)
‘AFTER HOURS' flu clinics will be available too. Follow us on Facebook to see when | « pooGoo
these will be happening.

= Roogenic teas
Everything is done from start to finish within the pharmacy. It is requirement for your safety :
that you need to rest in the phammacy for 15 minutes after your vaccination has been | * Nato
administered so please allow extra time for this. = Designer Brands

* Flu vaccination cost « Sukin Organic Products

- No prescription is required from your Doctor : ;

-'$25 (315 for the flu vaccination + $10 for the administration of the vaccine by one of our | * Diabetes Ausiralia Agency -NDSS
accredited pharmacists) = Giftware for all ages
- FREE flu vaccine + $10 for the administration by one of our accredited pharmacists if you

fall into one of the following categories: * Passport pholos
(i) Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children aged 6 months to <5 years. = Webster-paks.

(ii) Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander persons aged = 15 years + Home Medicine Reviews
(iii) All persons = 65 years ) )
(i) All persons = 6 months who have certain medical conditions which increase the risk of | * Free gift wrapping
influenza disease complications; for example, severe asthma, lung or heart disease, low
immunity or diabetes

(v) Pregnant women

- No prescription is required from your Doctor
- $47 (837 for the whooping cough vaccine + $10 for the administration of the vaccine by Trading Hours
one of our accredited pharmacists).

- FREE whooping cough vaccine + $10 for the administration by one of our
accredited pharmacists, if you fall into one of the following categories:

(i) pregnant women from 28 weeks gestation during every pregnancy Monday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
(i) parners of women who are at least 28 weeks pregnant if the partner has not | Tuesday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
received a pertussis booster in the past 10 years . 7 Y
(iii) parents/guardians of babies bom on or after 1st June 2015, if their baby is under 6 Wednesday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
months of age and they have not received a pertussis booster in the past 10 years. Thursday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
To secure a time that best suits you we recommend that you make an appointment through Friday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
the pharmacy. You can either phone the pharmacy on 5281 1519 or you can baokonline
through our F3ceBook page https://www.facebook.com/bannockburnpharmacy/ Saturday: 8:30am - 1:00pm
You can also just walk in but there may be a wait if someone else is already having a Sunday: CLOSED

vaccination done.

Vaccination Clinic — flu & whooping cough vaccinations
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It goes without saying, the task of getting on top of the
weed mass has grown considerably during this period of
inactivity.

We were pleased that DELWP did slash the western
boundary, covering a much bigger area than usual. It is
unfortunate it damaged some of our plantings and used
such heavy equipment after a wet season, leaving deep
wheel tracks. As well as the environmental impact, it will
make future maintenance more difficult.

Our Police Paddocks — What Next? We continue to make representations to Michaela Settle
MP, DELWP and the Shire, in the hope someone will

Local volunteers continue their efforts to secure support come to the rescue of this important environmental asset.

for Meredith’s Police Paddocks. The most serious threat

to this state government owned Conservation and We are sharing with you, this article intended for
Recreation Reserve, is the neglect of weeds. Gorse, one of  publication in the Meredith and District News. While we
the most environmentally damaging of the several have been grateful for the opportunities given to outline
rampant species on the site, is re-establishing over a large the needs of the Group and, more importantly, the Police
area and periwinkle, a vigorous and blanketing weed, Paddocks, we continue to be frustrated by the rampant
continues to spread its footprint. When Ballarat growth of highly invasive weeds, adding considerably to
Environment Network (BEN) suddenly relinquished its the task of recovery.

managing role at the beginning of spring, neither
DELWP, the state department with responsibility for the
site, nor Council, the only other agency with resources to

We remain hopeful all agencies with an interest in the
site and the community will collaborate to find a means

help maintain this important community facility, stepped of giying this important environmental site the level of
up to fill the gap. (Council does maintain comparable care it needs and WOUld be pleased to hear of any
facilities in other communities throughout the Shire.) progress toward this end.

e v, : [ S \ 4 oy 'i \.. '\:.rj ALY
" We received 172mm over summer, which is | = " w th& AN RS ‘\g A
' 22% or 30mm above the long term average. « .| " \i.' Mg AR R A
\ .. What makes this extraordinary, is the almost . .‘.\ e '_-_r CURRTTANR 1
\ zero rainfall in February, when we, on * \ \ : '
average, receive 47mm. ARG

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec lJan Feb
(Rainfall recorded up to 9.00am on 27/02/2022)
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Country to
Coast

R.E.C. 11586

All Types of Electrical Installations
Pensioner Discounts and Free Quotes

Mob. 0419 504 297

Shaun Bubb
cmail: shaun.bubb@bigpond.com
66 Bruncl St. Lethbridge 3332

HEATH MAINTENANCE

Fred Heath
0400 045307

fred heath67@gmail com

« Home and Property Maintenance
« General Repairs

« Window Replacement

« Carpentry and Woodworking

ADVERTISE with US

Advertising in the Meredith & District
Newsletter is a great way to let district .
residents know about your business. N

FULL COLOUR ADS are available in every ’;
issue (Conditions apply) s

Ring lan on 0409 016815 W

Please submit in jpeg format, if available | =
See inside front cover for more details. .« [ 1 L ) ¢
S M

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS
ANTENNA
SERVICE

PTY. LTD.

Master Technician with 35 years industry
experience and service to the region

¢ Digital antenna systems

e Satellite/VAST systems

e Metro & Regional Reception

e On site Signal tests & quotes

e Home Theatre, DATA & Phone

e Friendly Service, Advice & 5 year
warranty

Frank Schaefer
53334441 or 0418508524 anytime

www.chantenna.com.au

Concrete Tank Repairs

Stop those leaks before it’s too late.
Water leaking through concrete cracks
accelerates aging of the tank,
as well as losing precious water.
Stop those leaks now!

Call now for a free assessment and quote.

Otway Concrete Tanks
PH: 0409 210 057

More than just tyres
at Bannockburn.

Passenger Agricultural

& AWD

Light Truck

60 Holder Road
Bannockburn

@ 52811666

ZIRIDGESTONE




20

MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

From the Mayor

GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE
Cr Gavin Gamble

Meredith Automotive

0418430776

Owner - Mechanic
Steve

Community Groups are so often the heart of our
communities, and Council is proud to support groups twice
a year with our Community Strengthening Grants.

steve_0411@hotmail.com

In 2021, my fellow Councillors and awarded 28 grants to For All Your Mechanical Needs And More
local community groups as part of the Community
Strengthening Grants Program. I congratulate all local
groups successful in securing a grant from the Council,
sharing in $ 119,522 across both rounds. We’re so pleased

to be able to support these worthwhile projects.

50 Watson Street Meredith, Victoria 3333

.. . EPA Accredited
Applications for the first round of Community

Strengthening Grants in 2022 will be open from 1 April to
2 May.

To support community groups in applying for a
Community Strengthening Grant, Council is running drop-
in sessions across the Shire. Community members are
encouraged to stop by and discuss their project ideas. The
Meredith session will be on Thursday 31 March 4 to
5.15pm at the Meredith Community Centre. For those who
cannot attend in person, two online --drop-in sessions will
be held from 5 to 7pm on Tuesday 15 March and Tuesday
5 April. A link will be shared on Council’s website on the
day of the session. If you have any questions about the
program, please contact Council’s Community
partnerships officer at 5220 7111 or
communitygrants@gplains.vi.gov.au. Council is looking
forward to seeing the exciting proposals and helping make
them a reality.

..............................................................................................................................

-
REGIONAL

W
LIQUID WASTE

ABN: 34 976 656 819

© SEPTIC TANK CLEANING @ WATER TANK CLEANING * HYDRO EXCAVATION

® GREASE TRAPS © PORTALOO /HOLDING TANKS = HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING

Mobile: 0427 304 939

received in the mail and pay the
registration cost by any of the ways
listed, including:

TRenew or register
your pet by

10 APRIL

* In-person at Council's Customer
Service Centres: 2 Pope Street,
Bannockburn and 19 Heales Street,
Smythesdale

* By BPAY

» Over the phone at 5220 7111

Local pet-owners will have
received their annual animal
registration renewal notice
in the mail in February.

Ba
19

GOLDEN PLAINS SHIRE

Smythesdale, VIC 3351

Under the Victorian Government’s
Domestic Animals Act 1994, all dogs
and cats over the age of three months
must be registered by 10 April. This is
the same date every year and in 2022,
the final payment date is a Sunday.

To renew a pet’s registration for 2022,
residents can simply review the notice

2 Pope Street,

@) 52207111

nnockburn, VIC 3331

Heales Street,

@ enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au
@ goldenplains.vic.gov.au

* Or through Post Billpay.

Residents can also sign-up to a payment
plan via BPAY to break up the cost of
their pet registration by calling Council’s
Customer Service team at 5220 7111.

For more information, including what to
do if you no longer own the pet on your
notice, visit goldenplains.vic.gov.au.

@ GoldenPlainsShire
@ @GPSCouncilNews

@ GoldenPlainsMayor

lovegoldenplains
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FUR LIFE< K'Y

healthy pets, happy lives

Golden Plains Animal Hospital

Veterinary care for your family pets when you need it

Qur Veterinary Hospital provides modern, professional and affordable health care
for your pets. Our dedicated staff and leading veterinarians are all passionate

Opening Hours

Monday to Friday 8.00 am - 6.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am - 1.00 pm

€ARiam

about pets and avid animal lovers.

12 Milton Street, Bannockburn

J 52812226

A Vet |

haalthy pate, happy lives

KUBOTA M7 152 STANDARD (DELUXE FITOUT)
B1Ltr Kubota engine producing 148hp @ 1900RPM
30F15R speed power shift transmission
50km/h travel speed
Cabin, and front axle suspansion

IN STOCK NOW - FINANCE AVAILABLE

KUBOTA POWER HARROW PH 2351
Packer Roller, 3.5M working width

IN STOCK NOW - FINANCE AVAILABLE

KUBOTA GENERATORS ALL DIESEL
KJ-5130 (12.5 KVA), KJ-T180, & KJ-5230

IN STOCK NOW - FINANCE AVAILABLE

KUBOTA M9540 DHC-DS
PREMIUM CAB DUAL SPEED TRACTOR

95HP 4-cylinder turbo charged engine, Equipped with
hydraulic shuttle, creep speed & autohitch, 4 wheel
hydraulic wet disc brakes.

KUBOTA M3540 DH PREMIUM ROPS TRACTOR
95HP 4-Cylinder turbo charged engine, Equipped with
hydraulic shuttie and autohitch, Equipped with a FIS/R18
transmission, featuring six speeds of the main shift and
high/low/creep ranges, 90L fuel tank capacity
Optienal front end leader shown In photo

KUBOTA L3800 HD
ROPS TRACTOR

Hydrostatic Transmissicn, 4WD, ROPS,
HA front end loader with 4 in 1 bucket

“We Service What We Sell”

12 Wiltshire Lane, Ballarat, Victoria, 3356 | t 03 5335 8609
www.westag.com.au | [ facebook.com/westagballarat
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In the School Garden

Even though we had a wonderfully wet January, we
still needed to keep an eye on our watering regime.
With school being closed over the holidays, we had
families cheerfully volunteering to water our gardens.
Our main vegetable gardens are all wicking beds so
this is not a daily task as it can be with more
traditional beds. Wicking beds have a reservoir of
water at the bottom just like a large self-watering pot.
These only need to be filled once a week and it cuts
down on water loss due to evaporation, gives the
plants a steady supply of moisture and makes what
could be an onerous task, a pleasant hour or so.

With tomatoes, under watering or inconsistent
watering can lead to blossom end rot, so our wicking
beds help the plants to stay hydrated and stress free.
Speaking of tomatoes, ours are only just starting to
show signs of ripening. The plants have grown
sturdily into wonderful bushes but most of the fruit is
still green. Our hopes to start the year with tasty
bruschetta, featuring our tomatoes and garlic, will
have to wait a few weeks longer.

Luckily, the rainbow chard, French red-veined
sorrel, strawberries, rhubarb and herbs continue to
produce and we had an excellent bed of lettuces.

How are your Giant Pumpkins growing? The Giant
Pumpkin Challenge sponsored by the Meredith
Newsletter will be held on Friday 13th May at school.
Remember there is a category this year for the best
decorated pumpkin of any type so, if your pumpkins
did not grow into giants, there is something for you,
too.

Around our flagpole at the front of the school, the
Gallipoli roses have put on a magnificent display
with beautiful and abundant deep red blooms. This

resources which includes books, magazines and links
to useful information and demonstration videos. For
more information, go to www.grlc.vic.gov.au

Some easy to grow and productive seeds to plant in
March are bush beans, broad beans and radishes.
You could also give beetroot, carrots, lettuce and
spinach a go.

Our zucchini plant at school has yet to come into full
production however, if you have zucchini already,
there are loads of recipes for fritters, soups, pickles,
cakes, bread and muffins that will eat their way
through your crop. OzHarvest has a delicious recipe
for a Cheesy Zucchini Frittata that you will find
with other lunchbox ideas, at
education.ozharvest.org under “recipes”. The grade
5/6 students follow the OzHarvest Program and when
our zucchini grow and the chooks are back and into
full egg laying, this frittata could be on the menu.

Happy gardening during these enjoyable Meredith
and district autumn days.

garden was designed and planted a few years ago by | &
Miss Pritchard and her grade. The roses are flanked = =

on either side with rosemary plants that signify
remembrance. Unfortunately one of our very large
rosemary bushes has died and we can only think it
must not have enjoyed all the summer rain. Has
anyone else experienced this? Luckily, rosemary is
really easy to grow by cuttings so we will do this and
replant in the near future.

Have you heard about the Geelong Libraries’ Seed
Library? This operates from the Bannockburn
Library and also the Golden Plains Mobile
Library. You can borrow up to three packets of
seeds, plant them in your garden, harvest seeds when
your plants have matured and donate them back to the
library. If you are a little tentative about growing
from seeds, the Library has a huge collection of

This is Tyson. His family helped out with the watering over the
school holidays.
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Insurance Victoria wide.

Brokers
Our areas of expertise include: - . Fleet Motor and Plant & Equipment
Farm and Crop Insurance . Landlord and Strata Insurance

Marine Transit Insurance Home and Motor Insurance

Business Package . Cyber Crime & Liability
Liability and Tools of Trade . Management Liability Insurance

OFFICE: 31 ARMSTRONG STREET SOUTH, BALLARAT VIC 3350
PHONE: 03 5333 5222
WWW.BALLARATINSURANCEBROKERS.COM.AU

AFSL: 241365

Ba"a rat For over 50 years, Ballarat Insurance Brokers P/L
Insu rance has tailored comprehensive Farm and Business

BUl LDER and
HANDYMAN

ANDREW ROBERTS

- Decks

Carports

Weather boards
House maintenance
Renovations

\) 0438 184797

No job too small, just give me a call for a free quote.

Registered Builder DBU 19908 Email: golfbuggy65@bigpond.com
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it'S HiStory

Meredith History Interest Group

Annual Meeting:

The Annual Meeting is to be held on Sunday, February 27,
2022. After the formal procedures a DVD of Coopers
Road will be screened for the first time. This project was
funded by the Buninyong Branch of the Bendigo Bank and
produced by David Law of DVD Memories, Ballarat.

A report of the meeting will be in the next Newsletter.
Mystery Items:

Every week this year we have displayed a photo of a
mystery item on our Facebook Page. The photo posted on
Tuesday, February 8 was of a bow saw that features an
ingenious method of tensioning the blade by twisting a
stick in a twisted rope.

If you have an item you think would be of interest and a
bit mysterious, please send a photo and an explanation and
we will post it.

Meredith Post Office Sign:

In 2000 when the Post Office moved from 56 Staughton
Street to the Top Shop or 44 Staughton Street a large sign
saying Meredith 3333 was also shifted. Sometime later the
Post Office Department issued generic signs to all Post
Offices and the plain Meredith 3333 was taken down from
off the shop. Pat and Derek Dodson ran the Top Shop at
that time. When they sold the shop and moved to southern
Tasmania they took the sign with them as a keepsake. In
January 2022 when they came from Tasmania to visit their
son and family in Bendigo they brought the sign back to
Meredith with them on the ferry and presented it to MHIG.
It is made of metal, measures about 4 feet by 1 foot and
has large lettering.

Murder in the Cupboard:

Bev took a mouse trap home from MHIG on Tuesday,
February 15" to catch the only mouse she has ever seen in
her home. On the following Thursday she showed us a
photo of the mouse caught in the trap in her cupboard but
there appeared to be blood everywhere! It had gnawed at
some patty pans, nibbled at the coconut and then munched
at the red food colouring before knocking it over! Not
blood everywhere but red food colouring!!

Fatal Coach Accident:

Bolster’s cab had been upset at the Moorabool Bridge in
November 1895. Bolster, the driver and Powell, a
passenger were unconscious. George Gilbert Sen.was
conscious and moaning terribly. Both Bolster and Powell
were placed upon stretchers and taken to the guard’s van
[of the train at Meredith] and the other four were made as
comfortable as possible in one of the carriages.

John Bolster who was 24 years of age had sustained
concussion of the brain and the poor fellow expired the
following morning. He had been driving for his father who
owned the cab, for about 6 weeks. He was a total abstainer

and was looked upon as a good driver.

The other injured ones left for home after being attended to
are George Gilbert Jun., George Hillstone, W Menzies, T
Soper and H Anderson.

Opening Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday from 9.30 am — 3 pm.

FOR SALE

HYLINE BROWN (lsa Brown) Hens
sexed and vaccinated

Delivery to Information Centre, Meredith
Sat. 26th March

Call Eelvin on

0400 559 559 \
to Order

|

ﬂ BALLARATCHOOKS

GO ON....SMiLel

My dog ate all my
scrabble tiles.

He’s been leaving me
mesgsages all around
the house.



MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 25

FROM THE
ARCHIVES

THE BALLARAT DIGGINGS.

Having recently paid a visit to these — the earliest
of the Victorian mines — some sketch of the
journey is here presented:—

“Leaving Geelong early one morning...At
Dunlop's Inn, late O’Meara’s eleven miles from
town, we found an excellent breakfast and civil
treatment. From this place we had an intelligent
and agreeable companion, who was returning to his
Eureka party, from a fortnight's spell at home with
his family. A coffee-house, seventeen miles from
town, commands a noble view of the Moorabool
valley. The casuarina and the vesicular rock
continued to monopolize the road. The Muddy
Water Holes, twenty-one miles from Geelong,
really contained, at the time of our call, some
muddy liquid. An enclosure near marks the grave
of a man who died there suddenly some months
ago.

After walking thirty-one miles, we were glad
enough to take

up our

quarters at the

"Golden

Fleece,"

formerly kept

by Rice, but

now by a

lucky digger,

named

Watson. The

supper was

first rate, and

the charge in

these days, but

moderate. The

accommodation, however does not seem to be
adequate to a diggers' road. There were but two
small bed-rooms. The one we occupied was amply
provided with ventilation by means of the cracks in
the door and a vacant pane in the window. It was
evident that the object for which this house, like
most others, was established was simply to sell the
greatest possible amount of grog, and not afford
accommodation to travellers. We admit the
difficulties of the times, and we believe our host
does the best for his guests according to the means
of the place.

Throughout the night, we were kept awake by the
ravings of a poor wretch in the drinking room, who
was just entering into a fit of delirium tremens, the
result of a two days' debauch. He was an old man,
who, according to an informant, had borne a
respectable character as a farm servant. Like the
rest, he went to the diggings, and unfortunately for
him, he got ten pounds weight of gold. He was
then on his way to town. The gold dust was in the
hands of the landlord, and before the poor fellow
left a considerable dimunition of the pile would
take place. Leaving at daybreak, we journied over
a hungry looking soil, lightly covered with stunted
wattles, gums, and honeysuckles. At forty miles
from town, the blue flag of a coffee tent was seen
beside a large water hole. A family on their way
up, were encamped near it; and the mother was
observed beside the pool vigorously rubbing the
chubby face of a sturdy little one.

The country had now improved again. No surface
rock appeared for miles. The verdure was good.
One mile from the
blue flag rose the
Burnt Bridge Coffee
Tent. A fine running
stream, gentle rises,
plenty of grass, and a
white-gum forest,
give considerable
attractions to this
quarter. We had a
generous half-a-
crown breakfast.
Three miles beyond,
we stepped over
Corduroy Bridge,
leaving a marsh to
our left. Splendid lightwood trees were upon the
rising ground. A cattle station-was then passed
through, the grim head of Mount Buninyong
hanging over us. At the end of our fifty miles walk,
we entered the prettily situated township of
Buninyong. "...

Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer (Vic. : 1851 -
1856)Saturday 22 January 1853
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Travelling

Roy Hay

I married a geographer, so she is a whiz with maps. She
can read the terrain, and find the best way to go to some of
the unlikely places to which we travel for work or
pleasure. Using a combination of her mobile phone and its
map app, and some hard copy maps and atlases, she can
find our way to the various places on our travels, now
somewhat circumscribed, on the backroads of Victoria.
We go further afield when it is permissible.

We have a collection of old paper maps. In the United
Kingdom we relied heavily on the Ordnance Survey inch-
to-the-mile maps, and in Australia we have the centimetre-
to-the-kilometre equivalents. That means 1 get early
warning of bends in the road, level crossings, fords, steep
climbs and descents. She can read the contour lines and all
the other geographers’ marks, which are opaque to me
most of the time.

We seldom spend our journeys on the main roads of the
state, preferring the less travelled ones where possible,
though my wife is very leery when I turn on to dirt roads
in our car or even the ute.

What frustrates my wife is my sense of direction. It is by
no means infallible, but I can often find our way to our
destination, because I have a feel for the direction in
which we are travelling or have a memory of previous
journeys and short cuts, some of which turn out to be
rather longer than shorter, I must admit. Like many males,
I hate being driven and am happy to drive all day, though
now I am less comfortable driving after dark, especially
on unfamiliar roads. We do much less of that these days,
with journeys nearly always planned to end in daylight.

I also tend to drive as fast as the speed limit and terrain
will permit. This makes it difficult for my wife to read
road signs when we are looking for a turmn-off in rural
Victoria where many roads lack destination signs and have
only tiny road names, most of which refer to someone’s
name or something generic, like Tall Tree Road or Third
Creek Road. That is spectacularly unhelpful to all but
locals. Most maps do not have these local names on them.

Satnavs and the wonders of in-car electronic maps have
transformed some direction finding, but they are not
always reliable. I was on my way on my own to Steiglitz
(thymes with piglets) one evening when my satnav told
me to turn right and led me to the road to Ballan and a
stretch of bush, not the township. I had actually been
within a kilometre of my destination when I was led
astray. [ found a bush track that luckily led me back to the
township and Scott’s Hotel where Jan Wozitsky, formerly
of the Bushwhackers, was performing. It was there that I
met the editor of the Meredith News, and one of the
outcomes of that meeting was the chance to write for this
splendid publication.

When we arrived in Australia in 1977 we spent quite a lot
of time exploring the rural parts of the state. One early trip
took us to Gariwerd, then better known as the Grampians,
the latter name attributed to the mountain range by
homesick Scots, though it looks very unlike the original.
In Scotland the Grampians have been eroded into rounded
though rugged mountains, that are great for walking and

climbing in summer, less so in winter.

We turned off the main road south from Halls Gap to
Dunkeld intrigued by a sign labelled Mafeking. A metalled
road narrowed, became dirt, then had grass growing in the
middle and finally came to an unmarked end. The only
visible signs of what had once been a flourishing gold-
mining community were a picnic table, a tap and
standpipe, several holes in the ground and a warning to be
careful as hidden holes were a trap for the unwary. The
name obviously related to the Boer War when the Mount
William or Mafeking gold field sparked a rush in the early
years of the twentieth century.

Miners at Mafeking. Photo: W Hale Studio. Museums
Victoria.

Mafeking was also an extreme example of another
phenomenon we discovered on our early journeys in
regional Victoria. We were often puzzled when we went
looking for the old centre of modern townships. It took us
a while, and some coaching by a couple of former
colleagues at Deakin University who had an interest in
such things, before we realised that the mobility of the
built environment was such an important feature here. Old
buildings that had become redundant in their current
location, especially those made largely of wood, might be
loaded on to jinkers and transported somewhere else where
their life could be extended.

Other trips led us indirectly to the discovery of some of
Victoria’s hidden rural wineries. We had little idea of
extent of the revival of an industry that had been
decimated or worse by phylloxera around the turn of the
twentieth century. Even in the 1970s when we arrived in
Australia we were stunned to realise that Victoria was the
producer of marvellous vintages. In Scotland from where
we had come, Australian wines were seldom, if ever, on
menus or in off licenses (take-away liquor stores). Now,
when we return to the United Kingdom, they are
ubiquitous and wonderful.
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DREW’S TRIMMING & CANVAS

Servicing the Golden Plains and Geelong Areas

Over 30 years Experience in the Motor Trimming Industry

No matter what your project is - Car Interiors , Boat Covers

and

Interiors, Caravan Awnings and Interiors, Ute Tonneaus,
Trailer

Covers, General Machinery Covers, General Upholstery, Horse
Floats

and Plane Interiors are just some of the areas | can help you with.
GIVE ME A CALL FOR A QUOTE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

Vin Drew

Mon to Fri 8.00 am to 4.30 pm Sat 9.00 am to 11.30 am
29 Burrows Rd, Lethbridge Ph 0439 967830

LY - P I D PR Y (PoNY W o Yoy Mo

¥ SOUTHER
) GRAIN VS
BULK & BAGGED FERTILISER GRAIN PASTURE SEED SEED CLEANING

15 Murrell St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2351

. i/  HYDRAULIC
HY ?ﬁﬂq SALES & SERVICE

« Suppliers of a wide range of hydraulic /  Rebuilding of hydraulic cylinders
PVC / air hose and fittings for transport,

farm machinery, earthmoving and mining + Pump & Motor resealing, pressure

testing

* Qualified fitter and turners operating a

modern and fully equipped workshop « Stockists of Valvoline oil / grease

; : : 24 hour on call
including a 25 tonne truck hoist Hydraulic hose service

03 5336 2266 riwihmera
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Around the UK in 80 Days

by Christine Stevenson (reviewed by Marg Cooper)

Christine Stevenson says that she is not a tourist or a
traveller or a holidaymaker. She doesn’t yearn for the open
road, or the next destination, there is just one country she
really wished to see and that was the mainland of the
United Kingdom. She wouldn’t want to live there because it
would lose its magic, but to visit has been one of her life’s
great pleasures.

She also tells that she has been yearning for this trip for half
her life. But marriage, children and life got in the way. A
few decades slipped by and her wish came true in 2010.

For about 12 months beforehand Christine planned for the
trip. She researched fold wup Dbikes, attractions,
accommodation, travelling methods and times, tickets for
British Rail and National Trust etc. She also re-read many
of the books she had read in her childhood to familiarise
herself with the authors and the settings of the stories. She
says that people of our vintage were reared on English
Literature and to travel back to England, felt like going
home.

Christine, a retired, single female travelled alone, never got
vaguely lonely, didn’t turn on a television while she was
away, wrote 5 exercise books of notes and wrote 43 blog
posts. She hired a car and bravely tackled the freeways,
travelled by train, but the bike made the trip so much better.
Often, she’d park the car outside a village, unfold her bike
from the boot and then cycle around, experiencing village
life from the ground. She often took a thermos, bought a
fresh bread roll and a banana [delicious bananas from the
Bahamas] and sat observing, while she ate.

Because her blog posts were well received, Christine
decided to write a book of her trip. Writing about it, keeps it
in your mind. She has written a fabulous book, managing to
balance her trip experiences with history, with literature,
with scenery and with herself. It is a book that anyone could
read and enjoy. When asked who she aimed the book for,
she replied that it was for arm chair travellers or for
travellers to bring back memories of their trips. Most
importantly it has allowed Christine to experience her trip
for 10 years after the event. Most people arrive home from
a trip and start planning another destination, and more or
less forgetting their last trip!

The book is neat, of a convenient compact size, has a fun,
artistic cover, has bright white, clean pages, easy to read
type and the chapters flow as the adventure takes place.
While attending a writing course at the Gordon Institute
Christine met the author and lecturer Jill Blee, who lives in
Ballarat. Christine and Jill regularly met at Back Creek café
in Meredith to edit the chapters. Christine has lived in
Geelong for the last 36 years but previously lived on a farm
at Bamganie where Diane and Roy Ritchie later lived.

In the acknowledgements Christine describes the book as
this rambling effort. 1 thoroughly enjoyed the ramble
around England and recommend it to all. The first print was
for family, and friends. She intends to have a reprint, and to
have the books for sale at various places including
Meredith.

p

The girls who gave you the ‘Creatives’ column in the
Meredith News for the last two years, Kerry and
Amanda, invite you to come along to the new Meredith
Urban Sketchers on Tuesday April 5th 10am-1pm.

Bring a comfy seat, sketchbook and pencils, crayons,
watercolour paints, felt pens, whatever you like, and sit
and sketch around Meredith. Bring a thermos of coffee
too (and a hat and aerogard!).

Meet at the Hall at the end of Staughton Street at 10am.
Our sketches will then be published in the Meredith
News the following month.

Everyone is welcome, ladies, gentlemen and anyone
craving to get out and do something and connect with
people again. No need to register, it’s also free so just
turn up. ‘No experience needed.’
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QUALIFIED PLASTERER | B:S st - por s

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn

AFFORDABLE RATES Phone 52 811 566

ANYWHERE IN THE MEREDITH AREA We stock all your requirements including:
* Horse Feed

* Molasses

PHONE ADRIAN e tat Food
0411 533 582 0477 310 319 * Horse Shoe Nails
* Poultry
* Collars & Leads

* Bird Seed

* Supplements

* Pure Apple Cider Vinegar available
* Horse Rugs (all sizes)

* Double Horse Float Hire

ELECTRICIAN
MATT SPONG

MSpong Electrical Pty Ltd
REC - 32672
Agents for Sureguard Solar Electric Fence Energizers

Delivery can be arranged

Hours:- Mon - Fri 8.30am- 5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-1pm

Phone: 0408 575 588

Email:spongaa.0l@gmail.com
Please note - closed Sundays until further notice

-SANNOCK3URN
S URGERY

16 High Street Bannockburn VIC 2331
Tel: 032 5281 1481 Fax: 03 5281 1978
www.bannockburnsurgery.com.au

Dr Cameron Profitt Dr Margaret Somerville
Dr Andrew Bell Dr Samantha Buchholz
Dr John Henderson Dr Carolyn Grigg
Dr Benjamin Fry Dr Rupali Jain

COvID 19

During these times our practice opening hours vary significantly. Please phone the clinic or book
online for all available appointments.

Bannockburn Surgery is a fully accredited medical practice that provides comprehensive GP services
and has been practising in the community for more than 30 years. Bannockburn Surgery is the largest
practice in the shire.

We are an accredited teaching practice, training future GPs. Our current Registrar doctor is

Dr Veronica Stubbs

We also offer the following services Visiting Specialists
Diabetes Education: Jessica Q’Shannassy Orthopaedic Surgeon: Dr Chatar Goyal
Podiatry: Peter Angelucci & Stephanie Bennetts Gynaecologist: Dr Saj Rathnyake

Speech Pathology — Ceri Webb
Q fever (Testing & Vaccines)
Yellow fever (Vaccine)

New patients welcome
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Croc Report

Mick Devlin

The Moorabool Valley Masters Football Club is an
over 35’s Masters football club located in Meredith.
We have players from around the local community and
several players from the Geelong region. We promote
men’s health, both physical and mental and community
spirit. We enjoy a run around and a beer and everyone
is welcome.

Welcome back for new season of Crocs football. Last
year wrapped up with our annual end of year
presentation day. It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon.
Blacky and Uncle Doug were absolutely amazing with
the afternoon entertainment, as always and we even
had a visit from our local policeman, James.

A big congratulations to all the award recipients: Life
membership Mick Battye & Damien Priddle, Best
Clubman Mick Devlin, 100 game club, Colin Mullane
and John Peterson, Games record holder, Daryl Jones,
Coaches award, Craig Taylor and as always clubperson
awards to Wendy and Kev B for all their great help
throughout the year.

Thanks very much to our Local business support who
provide all the best player awards each game;

Royal hotel Meredith | Farm Gate Shop Elaine
Meredith Rural Farm Supplies | Meredith Dairy

Che €

MOORABOOL VALLEY

MASTERS F.C.

- AP

o Cavtg A LSl
- = ; &'.ﬁir‘- r
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2021

We have 5 home games this year so save the dates below
and get down to the MCG and support your local team:

10™ April vs Gisborne @ Meredith
15™ May vs Maryborough @ Meredith
26™ June vs Bendigo @ Meredith

24™ July vs Kerang @ Meredith

7™ August vs Melton @ Meredith

Players Wanted

Training has kicked off for this year and the team is keen
to get a full season in. We are always looking for new
players to come and join our great club.

If anyone is interested in playing or volunteering or
would like any more information, please contact the
below:

Mick Devlin (coach) 0413609863
Mick Rooney (President) 0408545246

MOORABOOL VALLEY
MASTERS F.C.
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Water Tank Cleaning

Have all mud and sludge removed from, your water tank
and improve your water quality.

We clean all types of water tanks.

Removing all mud and sludge as well as washing the
walls and floor clean.

Otway Concrete Tanks
Concrete tanks, repairs & tank maintenance

PH: 0409 210 057
www.otwayconcretetanks.com.au

SEDMAN
SERVICES g

« Lawn mowing and Rubbish
Removal,

« Gutter cleaning
+« Small demolition
« Deceased Estate clean-ups

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

Pensioner Rates and Free Quotes gggoRZ#\Y COOPER
X
Call Les on 0401 867490 ‘ Buninyong, 3357

Simco Plumbing and Gasfitting
24/7 Emergency service Ph:0400643976

All General Plumbing and Gasfittir
* Roof and Gutters, Hot Water serv er
* Split Systems, Air Conditioning and Wood Heaters

* |rrigation, Septic and Treatment plants

* Excavation, Bobcat and Tipper

* Rain water Tank installation

* Renovations and Extensions

* Gas conversions and servicing

Simon McGillivray
Lic:109610. Free quotes, Fast and friendly service
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Vale to Lorraine [Lorrie] Mary
Kent 16/11/1929 — 18/11/2021

Lorrie Jones was born at Narrabri and was older sister to
Shirley. She went to school at Narrabri West. It seems her
family were farmers and hoteliers and musical. She said
that her grandfather played the bones, her father played the
mandolin and piano accordion, Barney played gum leaves
and they sang on the veranda at evening time. Lorrie
herself won a Talent Quest on 2GD.

Lorrie was booked in to board at Methodist Ladies College
in Sydney, but when the school closed after the Japanese
submarines attacked Sydney she went to a Convent at
Mudgee. Even though she had been confirmed Church of
England she became Head Girl and often lead prayers. She
was a born leader.

She passed Leaving Certificate and wanted to be a nurse,
but her father disapproved. She was awarded a scholarship
to become an Infant Teacher and chose Manly Migrant
Camp School for her first appointment.

Lorrie married Alan Ingram in 1952 and had 2 sons,
Stephen and Michael. They later divorced and in 1960 she
married Fred Honeyman, Fred already had a son Robert
from his previous marriage and Lorrie and Fred had a son
together, David. Lorrie taught at many schools but when
Fred became ill Lorrie bought a Kindergarten where she
had 40, 2-5-year-olds, daily. After Fred died in 1984,
Lorrie and her mother moved to Tasmania to help get a
hotel, owned by her uncle, back on track. Lorrie stayed on
after the hotel was sold and opened a boatique [ a pun on
boutique] which sold nautical themed items and later she
had a fashion shop in Hobart.

In 1988 she went on a trip to China organized by
University of the Third Age. Jack Kent was also on that
trip and came home with Lorrie attached. Jack, a school
teacher had bought the farm Nioka at Meredith, sometime
after his wife Judy died in 1983. He had 2 teenage girls
still at home and thought it wise to get them out of the
city. They lived at Hill View, on Shelford Road.

After her marriage to Jack, Lorrie bought the property
Kiah which was over the road from Hill View and Nioka.
She deemed the Soldier Settlement house to be too small
so gutted it, remodelled it and extended it. She has been
described as an accumulator. Whenever she moved, her
sons disposed of several truckloads of stuff even though
she wanted to keep everything.

While at Meredith she started a business she called Kwik
Spin Wool. She provided everything people needed to
create from wool, her own wool from the property. It was
mainly a mail order business, but at one time when it
outgrew their house she rented the brick building in
Meredith, that had previously been Elders and is now
Back Creek Café, and ran her business from there. She had
huge quantities of raw fleeces, spun wool both natural and
dyed by Lorrie and equipment needed by the customers
like wheels and looms. She sent a lot overseas and
apparently her products were always beautifully presented.
She sold the business to a local from Steiglitz.

When Jack became feeble they moved to Grovedale to a
large 5 bedroom house which she managed to fill. She had
travelled extensively and although some of her collecting
was of common items like magazines a lot was beautiful
and interesting. Lorrie was very involved in the Church of
England, Senior Citizens and Probus at Grovedale which
she continued when she moved to Abivale Retirement
Village.

She was forthright, wasn’t scared to voice her opinion, she
was strong willed, nothing stopped her, she was willing to
change direction and accept new challenges and she made
the best of every situation.

Bannockburn
Earth Worx

- All types of excavations
Specialising in driveways

« Crushed bluestone

+ Crushed asphalt
Crushed concrete

« All-weather tracks for new homes, sheds etc

Call Tom for a free quote on 0435 892471
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Expressions of interest sought
for upcoming limited vacancies.

Qualified early childhood educator with over ten years experience in the
early childhood education sector. Nature based learning where your child
is encouraged to develop and grow at their own pace in a trusting and
supportive environment. Before and after school care and vacation care
also available.

Registering with Golden Plains Shire Council early 2022.
For more information please contact the team leader Family Day Care
earlyyears@gplains.vic.gov.au or 03 52207230
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Vale to Ida Hope Hodge

Hope was a very caring and kind person.

She was born on November 4, 1936 in Bairnsdale, the
second child of William and Ida Blenerhassett. She had
an older sister, a younger sister and a step brother. She
went to the local one teacher rural school at Bengworden
and after Grade 8 she went to Bairnsdale High School,
completing Year 11. During the week she was a boarder
with Miss Balfour who was a dressmaker.

When she finished school she worked on the family farm
with her brother, as her father was severely affected by
arthritis and was only able to direct the work. Hope’s
childhood was rather challenging, as her father was ill
and her sister needed special care.

Hope met Don Hodge, who came from Buchan, at a
sheep show in Bairnsdale, where her family were
showing merinos. They married on December 30, 1961.
After their marriage they lived with Hope’s, by then
widowed mother, at the Bengwarden farm, before
moving to the Riverina where Don was an overseer.
Hope drove the school bus and delivered the mail. They
then moved to Walla Walla, with their 3 daughters where
Don managed a property, and then to Mt Mercer where
Don managed St Gabriel’s Hereford Stud at the
Homestead, in 1979. In 1980 they bought a house and
land from Martin Nolan at Cargarie, but continued to live
at Mt Mercer for some time.

Hope had a long involvement with community
organizations. Her earliest association was with Red
Cross, joining Junior Red Cross at her Primary School in
1952. Hope continued this association at Meredith doing
Red Cross Calling for many years. [Her 56 years’ service
was recognized with a Laurel Wreath.]

She volunteered at Meredith Primary School as a
classroom assistant, she was a netball coach, [the netball
team she coached at Walla Walla School was a finalist in
the zone championship which was played at Yass] a
member of CWA, Meredith Senior Citizens, Community
House Committee, Recreation Reserve Committee,
Brownie/Guide leader and played and coached some of
the juniors at tennis.

For a number of years Hope cared for some small
children at Grenville while their parents were at work.
She also sold Bessemer cookware, Hobbytex, Avon and
Tupperware, over the years. Family said that she was an
exceptional embroiderer which transitioned into a love of
many crafts.

She and Don had a Hereford Cattle Stud for many years
which they showed at various shows successfully. They
sold their house at Cargarie and most of the land and built
a new house on the back of the block. They lived there
for several years in semi-retirement before moving to
NSW and then back to Sebastopol. Sadly Hope
developed Alzheimer’s and spent her last days in Aged
Care not far from their home in Sebastopol.

Hope died on January 22, 2022 and a service took place
at Meredith Cemetery on Monday, January 31.

Hope, she so graciously embodied her name.

“GLASS”

Glass cut to size
~Doors, windows, mirrors
~All glass replacements
~Tractor cabin windows
~Made to order leadlight
~Personalised service

Ph 5341 5500

200 Midland Hwy Elaine 3334

Enjoy writing/

Well, readers
enjoy reading. e’

our

We should introduce you.
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LETHBRIDGE QUARRY [

NORTH ALTONA ROCK BLASTING CO PTY LTD
Lot 2, Lower Plains Rd Lethbridge
OPENING HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY Tam - 4pm
(Saturday by appointment)

Phone: 5281 7190 or Paul 0429 361 378

FOR ALL YOUR CRUSHED ROCK NEEDS

DELIVERY IS ALSO AVAILABLE

Email: lethbridgequarry@bigpond.com
paulgalea.narb@gmail.com

Note: No credit given and NO EFTPOS on premises

1y https:/www.crayola.com/ l'ree-colonng-pages/prim‘ﬁwy»princess-anel-colonng-pag:

MEREDITH
HEHI ROAD HOUSE

45Kg GAS BOTTLES
with FREE delivery & FREE rental

phone the Road House on 5286 1556
to place your order

BULK FUEL Pnhone David Mortimer 0418 524219

e Addblue 1000It FREE
e Addblue 220It DELIVERY
eDiesel exhaust fluid, 2001t drum oil also available

SERVICINGheringhap, Bannockburn, Teesdale, Inverleigh, Lethbridge, Meredith, Steiglitz,
Anakie, Geelong, Bellarine Peninsula, and more.
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Golden Pens - Write Side Up

G’day from the Golden Pens - Write Side Up. We are a
group of Golden Plains writers who meet every fortnight at
the Bannockburn Library. We saw the call out for stories
for this newsletter and we thought we could help out. The
following story was written as a homework subject
comprising of 3 subjects, in this case it was an argument, a
pen and an owl. It is great to hear all the varied pieces that
are written when using the same prompts for everyone.
The author of this story is Wendy Spall. We hope you
enjoy it.

We can be contacted via our
goldenpens4@gmail.com

email which is

An Argument, A Pen, An Owl
By Wendy Spall

“Why are you using my pen?” I asked my husband as |
noticed him scribbling on some paper.

“What do you mean? He retorted back to me as he looked
down at the pen in his hand.

“Since when is it your pen?”

“Since I bought it off my brother. It's my pen because it is
a fountain pen, and being a fountain pen the nib on said pen
will wear to my shape of writing, if someone else uses it
they will wear the pen another way, it's like wearing
someone else's shoes!”

“Well, I never heard of such a thing” he sneered.

“Just because you haven't heard of it, doesn't make it wrong
you know!”

“Oh shut up and have your pen back, I didn't like it
anyway.”

“Then why did you start using it?” I asked
“Because it was there! Satisfied now?”

Craig was getting angry, so I didn't push it any further,
instead I asked about what he was doing.

“I was just doodling”

“Show me what you've drawn?” Hoping that that would
ease the tension between us after the argument.

“Oh, it's nothing, I was just doodling as I said.”

I got up off my chair and walked over to where he was at
the table, I looked at the page and in amongst the many and
varied lines and squiggles there were a pair of beady eyes
staring directly at me. As I looked further into the picture I
could make out the outline of a bird, but not just an
abstract, this bird had form and feature, the eyes were
detailed to stare at the observer whilst the feathers around
the face were delicate and precise. As I looked at the
image closer I could make out the tiny feet wrapped around
a slender branch and the wings neatly folded alongside the
body. I was taken aback at the beauty that my husband had
instilled into this line drawn bird made with my fountain
pen, the softness of his rendition of an owl mixed in with
aimlessly drawn lines. Lost in his thoughts his fingers
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played and the results were staggering. I turned to look at
my husband of many years and I searched his eyes for
signs of this ability of his, to turn a squiggle into a piece of
art. He asked me what I was doing and I just pointed to
the picture of the owl.

“How do you do this?” I asked pleadingly
“Do what” he threw back at me.

“Look, just look at what you have doodled, the form, the
structure, the beauty of that bird.”

“Oh don't be silly” he said.
nothing important.”

It's just aimless scribbling,

“Oh it might be just lines on a page to you, but to anyone
else it is superb, a faultless image of natures gift. What
you take for granted, others might kill for.”

“Well thank you for the compliment, but really it is
nothing.”

“Can you replicate this talent you have for doodling if you
concentrate and try?” I quizzed.

“No, I don't think so, I used to try and it never looked any
good.”

“You are my husband of hidden talents, and as far as I
think, you should just lose yourself and draw anytime you
like, even with my pen!”

And we ended the conversation with a kiss.

The End.

Part of Your
Community.

Inverleigh resident and
Funeral Director,

Ebony Hovey can assist you
with your enquiries and
funeral care needs.

Ebony is available to
guide you through
funeral planning

and arrangements

as well as provide
obligation free funeral
advice and information.

...for a life worth
celebrating.

Tackers

Funeral & Bereavement Service

52214788

www.tuckers.com.au



Stockdale & Leggo

Sell with a local agency who supports their community.
Major Sponsors of:
Bannockburn Football & Netball Club
Bannockburn Men's Shed
Bannockburn Inclusive Group
Teesdale Cricket Club
Inverleigh & District Good Friday Appeal

SALES - RENTALS - COMMERCIAL

DEAN WILSON JULIE KAYE ANDREW WILSON JENNIFER GRAYER
Sales Mananager & Director & Licensed Estate  Sales Consultant & Property Manager

Licenced Estate Agent Agent Business Manager Commercial & Residential
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COMMUNITY UPDATE March 2022

*Moorabool North Wind Farm *Moorabool South Wind Farm

Progress to date Progress to date

+ Upto 75 MW (27 turbines) operating « Pre-Commissioning of all Fifty-Four (54) turbines complete
Look ahead

Look ahead * AEMO Compliance (Hold Point) testing to begin in 2022,

*« AEMO Compliance (Hold Point) testing to continue — leading to operations

increased operations, in 2022

Landscape and Visual Screening Program

Owners of residential dwellings within 4km of the Moorabool Wind Farm are invited to participate in a landscape and
visual screening program.

This is to assist those closest neighbours in reducing the potential visual impacts of the project. All agreed works are
undertaken by Moorabool Wind Farm at no cost to dwelling owners.

Visit www.mooraboolwindfarm.com or contact us for more details.

Moorabool Wind Farm Community Fund 2022

Moorabool wind farm is seeking members of the local
community to collaborate in determining how the fund for 2022
will be distributed to community-based projects. Members of the
Moorabool Wind Farm Assessment Panel evaluate each
applicaDon and make recommendaDons to Moorabool Wind
Farm on how the benefits of the project should be shared.

If you are interested in working together with Moorabool wind
farm on the community fund assessment panel, please complete
an Expression of Interest Form at hHps://
mooraboolwindfarm.com/community/community-fund-and
sponsorship/expressions-of-interest/ ApplicaDons close 31*
March 2022.

Recyeling and waste bins ot Gordon Primary School, mode possible by funding in 2020,

To date, Moorabool Wind Farm has invested more than $450,000 in the local community through its community funding,
local sponsorships, and community partnerships.

The third Round of the Moorabool wind farm
Community Fund will open in May 2022. For details
on the Guidelines and how to apply, visit
www.mooraboolwindfarm.com

To contact us or to register for future project updates
and newsleHers please use the following methods:
www. mooraboolwindfarm.com,
info@mooraboolwindfarm.com or call:1800 019 660

Ballan Golf Club Bridges made possible by funding in 2020 and 2021.



The dragonfly hovered near the water’s edge, his black
and yellow body bobbing, his wings a blur. His four
wings, two in front and two behind them, could all
move independently, controlled by muscles attached to
the bases of his wings. As he hovered, the front wings
moved up while the rear wings moved down, flapping
continually in an alternating pattern which allowed him
to conserve energy. He was watching for a female to
enter his territory to mate, but he also needed to guard
his space from other males. As one approached too
close, he changed the pattern of his wing beats, so that
all four wings flapped together, maximising lift. His
wings shimmered in the sun as he darted above the
water, using their independent movement to change
direction abruptly as he followed the other male,
chasing him until he left the area.

The dragonfly’s wings were strong and flexible, made
of two transparent layers of membrane, strengthened by
a complex pattern of black veins. The vein at the front
edge of each wing was strongest, helping him to cut
through the air. Close to it, towards the end of each
wing was a darker denser area, which added weight to
the wing tip and improved the stability of his flight. The
veins also helped to protect his wings from damage. If
a tear occurred in a wing, it would not spread beyond
the surrounding veins. He needed his wings in good
condition, not only to patrol his territory, but also to
find food and shelter and escape from predators.
Dragonflies were one of the first groups of insects to
evolve and have become strong flyers and fearsome
hunters of other insects. The male’s wings and flight
muscles were the technology that allowed him to
survive, but technology changes over time. More
recently evolved insects use different strategies to
enhance their flight.

Just outside the dragonfly’s territory, in a tree beside the
water, was a grey fantail, a small insectivorous bird
watching out for an insect to eat. He launched himself
from a branch towards a passing butterfly. The brown
and black patterns on the undersides of the butterfly’s
wings made her well-camouflaged when she perched
on the ground among dead leaves, with her wings held
together above her body, but in flight she was far more
obvious. The grey fantail flew close and tried to catch
her, but the butterfly’s flight was erratic and she was
never quite where the bird anticipated. The muscles
attaching her wings to her body could change the angle
of her wings helping her to manoeuvre through the air.
These muscles were not used to power her flight.
Instead, muscles within her body changed her shape. As
they pulled the top of her body downwards, her wings
moved up, generating lift. This upward stroke was casy
and energy from it was stored within an elastic hinge in
her body, ready for the downstroke. Again, muscles
changed her shape, her back bulged and her wings

moved downwards using the stored energy to push
through the air. This method of flying is common to
most insects and requires less energy than the
dragonfly’s flight.

The butterfly’s wings were unusual among insects, as
they were very large in proportion to her body. While
many insects use bristles or hooks to hold the front and
hind wings together, so that they work as one, the
butterfly achieved a similar result by having an area of
overlap. As she raised her flexible wings above her
body, they formed a cup shape. The air between them
was pushed backwards, helping to propel her
forwards. The grey fantail soon decided that the effort
of chasing and catching the butterfly was not
worthwhile for the size of the meal he would gain. He
returned to his perch to await the next insect to fly past.

On a branch lower in the tree, a beetle prepared for
flight. She raised the brown shiny wing cases on her
back, to reveal one pair of membranous wings,
carefully folded, and protected by the hard wing cases.
She rotated her wings forwards, unfolding them ready
for flight. Her wing cases helped to generate lift as she
took off. They remained open and clear of her wings
allowing them to move freely, but created drag,
reducing the aecrodynamic efficiency of her flight. She
flew in a straight line without the unpredictable twists
of the butterfly’s flight. The grey fantail saw her,
predicted her flight path, flew down towards her and
easily caught her in his beak.

The dragonfly, butterfly and beetle show a few of the
variations in wings and flight that may be found
among insects. There are many others. Flies have one
pair of wings with structures behind them called
halteres which help with balance during flight. There
are small insects that use rising air currents to assist
their flight. Insects that spend their lives in one place
without moving far, or in a hidden corner, have no
need to fly. These groups of insects may have small
wings, no longer useful for flight, or no wings. The
only ants that grow wings are queens and their
partners. They use them in mating flights after which
the males die, and the females shed their wings in
preparation for their underground life. There are many
ways in which wings aid in the success of insects, and
although not all of them can fly, wings have
contributed greatly to their survival as the largest
group of animals on Earth.




Art on the
FARM 2022

Featuring works by

RO COOK
MANDY MOYLE
MICHAEL CLARK
JACKI STAUD

Art Exhibition & Picnic at Glenairlie Homestead

Free Admission

April 2-3 & 9-10
11am- 6pm
Glenairlie Homestead |370 Taylor Rd, Meredith, Victoria 3333

Follow us at

@glenairlieevents




