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Should We or...

In this time of assessing every thing we do in erms
of risk exposure and necessity, we cven guestionsd
the production of the newsletier. Afer all, physical
magarines prescnt & surface on which vireses can be
transterred from one person to another. Dur
asscssment, with imput from a commitice member
with expertise in infections discases, s that the
probability of conirecting COVID-19 from
BEWSPAPCTS OF Magarines is similar o geting it from
taking a packet of corcal from o supermarkel shelf;
that s, very low, [Thiy sgremens iv baned on iniormsnion
Jrom ihe World Heakh Organiaion and the Conwr for
Dizeare Conerol and Prevemsion (USA )

Against that, we recognise the ok the newslelicr
SCTVes in 8 community, allowing residents 10 read
about local people and events, casily find local rades
and services still operating in the arca, and simply
enjoy the distraction of our many cxocllenl writers
and camoansts

We do meommend however that you munimise risk
by nol touching your face and rogularly and
thoroughly washing your hands. Il you are still
concerned. only sham the newslcticr among e llow
sidents or ascccss our online ediion &l
mieredishmews comaic {1t is uploaded on the second
Thursday of the month. )

Kcep well, keep safe and keep in touch
Jim Elvey, Edisor

On a Roll

fim Elvey

hEy
Kids.

Apart but not Alone

Mow, more than ever, our community rewsletier has
an important role 1o play, giving us a ssnse of
community, while we ar mosidy confined to our
own homes. As you work your way through this
issue, you will find Wendy s appee ciation of nature
in hard Gmes, Kemic's philosoply of life according
i0 Winnic the Pooh, Fr. Chares’ celebration of
Ester, the Mayor's call 1o our commuanity spirit,
Siefania’s recipe for 3 yommy cranchy slice, P5's
graphic depiction of the human race, & kids" page,
Landcare’s greal browsing suggestions, as well
s, well, you will find oui whai clse a5 youo
meander through our community newsletier. And
don’t forget, if you heve any siorcs o icll, phoios
you are pleased with, jokes that make your children
laugh {or your mum and dad) then send them in io
Aew T meredithaew s com au.
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TOKYO 2020

Friends holidayed in New Zealand last monihs
armiving before the border closure and Gming their
departure 50 as to extend their holiday by two
weeks, spent in isolation back home. But the
highlight of the trip was when they dropped

into a Picton pub and bought the winning
ticket for the Friday night raffle. Imagine
how thrilled they were when they found the
usual meat tray had been upgraded to a rol

of toilet paper! Not just any roll either, but

a huge roll for a public dispenser. You
wonder how Customs ket that through, given

its value would have to be well over the cash

w4

I you have any heart warnming or Tunewy stories arsing
from the dire oroumstances we are all going through |
night now, please share them with all of ws.




markeis, then on 1o a small premises without a garden

. io their cument sile in Meredith They bounce ideas
l E off each other so are loving the opporunities available
( Q in their curmment space .
With Bianca's parents owning a nursery her
background in gardening allows her creativity Lo
E2rry Troimson o Ainbinla g

EXpress ilseIf using planl_-. She was nunning the \hu["
al their first sile but quickly became bored and stifled
w0 so0n became actively involved in making things
0. Her dad was good with his hands and Bianca
credits him with helping her leam “how (o fix things®.
Daniel taught her 1o weld and she now creakes her own
melal sculplures as well as
developing the garden

(1 wow, or somebaody wou ke, wosla e ro pre w o gl o of e cFe fe
life, evanil Kerry om kepbaomemodl ootivdl mer o - Fal

Daniel uses Coren  sieel
which has a really high
amount of silicon imbedded
m il 50 0l only gels surlace
rust. He is not fond of
straight  fabrication but
prefers when he can use his
imagination, bhe¢ original
and make bespoke ilems,
He is inspired when
customers comeé with an

Daniel and Bianca
McDonnell are both
wonderfully aristic people
who are the creative minds
and practical skills behind

Sieel At and The Rustic Ram
cafe in Meredith. They don't
just se¢ an old log or piece of
rusty metal bul, rather, envisage
its potential as such things as
decorative furniture, fire pil,
dragon for the garden or
inleresting wall art.  Neither of |
them can just sit and relax bul are
al\h‘a‘y& dramng_ imagming or

idea which allows him (o
be highly creative and
artistic. He takes pride in
his work, Joves what he
does and likes 1o see the

discussing the look of s '

. surprise  and
possibilities for pleasure  when a
future progects. customeer sees a finished

product. He sees his work
not as a job but as a journey where he can continue
to build on his imagination (o keep on improving

A love for drawing.
ceramics and then a
scholarship as a
boiler maker led
Danwel into am
engineering oo
company. He loves
repairing and
rebuilding.  using
scrap material and
finding old things to

repurpose. He sees
beauty in everything

Some of the highlights of Daniel’s work have been a
huge (7 metre!) Mowerpol for the Geelong Flower
Farm, making the trophy for the Gold 104 Award and
3l trophes for a recenl inlemational BBO)
compelition. having a horse head sculpied from
horseshoes on display in the foyer of a Melboume
nl'l'u.x' making an arch with f.:d.rmﬂ- kes for a Gothic

Wedding Company. crealing a remembrance plague
for an RSL club. rebuilding a damaged light for Si

it cthers micht jast Mary's church in Geelong and restoring an 1860s
ry B hrbi b il eniows svthing difiamad that pram for a pnofographer.  (Other peeces he's been

R c!rru. e L SR R proud of were a huge table with chain legs. an arch

challenges his skills. = 5

pergola. and an owl from plough discs which he
Daniel is self-motivated and a risk-taker in that he’s pot ~ ©™i°d in one day. He was also pleased to build a
scared to try things - to bend. to heat. to experimentation. sheep for Moranghurk and another for the original
He ha.sgmé from employing 15 people in the engineering Meredith Primary School. [Daniel and Bianca look
company to working with Bianca and Sm“'iﬂg their ft"!"'ll ard to contributing more 10 Memedith community
business, from just selling to friends and at Sunday i G Tutuse.
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Meredith Senior Citizens

Jim Hynds

Unfortunately meetings and activities have been
postponed for the foreseeable future. A lunch had been
planned at the Fyansford Hotel and a trip to Timboon
Cheese Factory was to be held in April. To all our
members, look after yourselves.

Memorial Hall Closed

During the current health crisis, the Meredith Memorial
Hall is closed. Please contact the booking officer on
5286 1545 for more information or long term bookings.

Regrettably, there will be

NO ANZAC DAY SERVICE
in Meredith this year

POLICE PADDOCK MEETING

The meeting planned for Sunday 5th April
has been cancelled.

Lions Club of Meredith and District

The Club is not meeting for the time being. Call Jim
Baker on 0419 757 965 for more information.

Maude F.B. Trash & Treasure

The Maude Fire Brigade's annual Trash & Treasure
market day has been cancelled for 2020. We regret
having to make this decision but the current health
problems around the country make it the sensible thing
to do.

At this stage, no plans are in place for later in the year,
so hopefully we will see you all at a bigger and better
market next year!

It may be green and wet in Meredith at the moment but
farmers in other parts of the country are hurting. Some
have been in drought for years and some have been
ravaged by bushfires and some have suffered both.
Recently nine local farmers donated hay to Rural Aid —
donate a bale. A B-Double of round and big square bales
has gone to four dairy farmers at Bega and another B-
Double will go soon.

Thankyou for your generosity.

Our Cover I
This view from the
eastern ridge of the
Meredith Police |
Paddocks reminds us
that, when we need to
step out for some
exercise, we have this
fabulous nature walk on
our doorstep. A great
place to refresh both
body and soul.

Why not share your
favourite pics with us? You
could make the front page. §

Classifieds

First insertion of small ads are FREE to district residents

The deadline for copy is
9.00 am on the last Thursday
of the preceding month




The State Government has
directive:

given the

following

All places of worship must close, except for the
conduct of weddings and funerals in accordance with
the following guidelines:

e Weddings may be held in places of worship (or
other venues), but only with the couple, celebrant
and maximum of two witnesses in attendance.

e Funerals may be held in places of worship, funeral
parlours or other venues, with a maximum of ten
mourners in attendance.

Meredith and District News has always provided
church service details as a free service to the
community and will continue to provide contact details
as known to us. Churches are invited to provide more
information as appropriate.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish - 0417 319556
Catholic Archdiocese of Australia Elaine - 5341 5544

Anglican -
Rev. Timothy Smith , 0412 673152
Rev. Glen Wesley : 0429 146 566

Serbian Orthodox 5341 5568

Uniting Church 0409285182

St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish News

The Catholic Bishops of Victoria issued an
instruction on 18th March that there are to be no
public celebrations of Mass or other liturgies from
now until they rescind the instruction (expected to be
a few months). This arises of course due to the Covid-
19 virus and the need to control its spread.

I know this will be difficult. We will find ways and
make ways to pray and live our faith that God is near
and helps us in all things.

Baptisms, weddings and funerals can still proceed but
with some care in limiting the size of the
congregation.

Most immediately, this means that there will be no
Sunday Masses at St Joseph’s Meredith, St Brigid’s
Anakie, St Mary MacKillop Bannockburn, or St John
the Baptist Winchelsea.

We are in the process of planning how to keep

ourselves alive in faith. I am considering having the
churches open for prayer and adoration at various
times during the week. For Meredith this will at least
be all day on Wednesday and Friday. Call the parish
(5286 1230) for times for other churches.

Rest assured, that I shall be celebrating Mass
privately on behalf of all the parishioners of the
parish. Praying for the grace of the Holy Spirit to
guide us through these difficult times.

At the same time, Easter is approaching rapidly: April
12th! The people of St Joseph’s Parish renew this
journey each year and this year we journey amidst the
COVID-19 virus and the immediacy of its threat to
our lives or the lives of those we love. We approach
Easter not knowing where this virus will end up
leading us as individuals, as communities, as a
country, as a world. The first disciples of Jesus Christ
faced a similarly difficult loss of certainty. They were
cut adrift, the meaning of their lives was ripped away
with the tragic death of Jesus.

But! They were wrong to lose hope. We would be
wrong to lose hope. They found out at that first Easter
what we know today: there is hope, no matter the
difficulty. The resurrection is real. Jesus is the Christ
is Risen. Jesus the Christ is present with us today
calling us to open our hearts to receive him and to go
out and spread the joy of the Good News: the Good
News that the kingdom of God is near!

Amidst the uncertainty that suddenly pervades our
lives: let us keep our hearts open to welcome those in
need as Jesus did.

Amidst the fear and loss that can surround us: let us
support others to show them the love that Jesus is
thirsting to pour out through us.

I pray that each of you is able to journey towards
Easter in faith and hope and love, as Jesus did.

If you need help, please call the parish (5286 1230)
we can’t solve all problems but we can lend an ear
and maybe give some assistance.

God bless and Joyful Easter, Fr Charles._

If there are any questions about this input, please call
me on 0417319556.

God Bless

Charles

Fr Charles Balnaves
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» Digital antenna installation Am”_%v“? *;
La ndca re ® 36 & 46 cellular antennas S —
LANDCARE » Wi-Fi access points
Bamganie-Meredith » Satellite installation
» Audio/visual installation
In line with the current government guidelines due to the

Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak all planned Landcare events
have been put on hold until further notice. T n n_En_n_a_A_.

Atlas of Living Australia
In the meantime if you find you have time on your hands whilst Everything you need connected in a modern home
practicing social distancing, you may be interested in having a
look around the Atlas of Living Australia at https:// y
www.ala.orgaw/. The Atlas of Living Australia is a Justin Brear|ey 0412 076672
collaborative, digital platform providing Australian biodiversity
data. Data on the website is collected from multiple sources,
making it accessible and reusable. As well as finding out about

species such as the Eastern Great Egret or the Red-bellied Black IF YOU NEED ALUMINIUM. GO TO

snake, you can also contribute to the database by uploading
sightings of rare or unusual species.

Corangamite CMA Knowledge Base J Us I

While you are on the internet you may also be interested in

looking at the Corangamite CMA Knowledge Base ALU MI N I U M
www.ccmaknowledgebase.vic.gov.au/. Through the Knowledge

Base you can access an extensive collection of publications and 10 BIRKETT PLACE, SOUTH GEELONG
technical reports relating to the catchment region. Areas covered
include soil health in the region, natural resource management
planning, discovering the Living Moorabool, and water watch.

Included on the Knowledge Base site is a link to the South West
Climate change portal (www.swclimatechange.com.au), a
collaboration between the local government authorities of south-
west Victoria, the Corangamite and Glenelg-Hopkins CMAs and
the Centre for eResearch and Digital Innovation. The portal
provides regionally specific climate change information to help
the south-west region adapt to a changing climate.

Next meeting to be advised. There will be no formal meetings of
the Landcare group until after the COVID-19 restrictions have
been lifted. Please see our Facebook page or email

meredithlandcare@gmail.com if you have any queries. FULL RANGE OF EXTRUSIONS & SHEET

Maude Deliveries to Ballarat via Midland Highway

The annual rabbit poisoning campaign has been run and on Tuesdays and Fridays

(hopefully) won for 2020. Thank you to everyone who took part
in this important fight against the old enemy. We hope you had Phone: 5222 5444 Fax- 5222 27388
success in reducing your rabbit numbers. It would nice not to . -
have to do this each year, but it seems that it needs to be an im-
portant part of our farming year. Keep up the fight!

ONNOR
ONSTRUCTION
JESIGN

Adar r r / i 629 DBU 43290 LS MASTER
A f n & v CBU 5120 . asell BUILDER
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."'he wCultured
Goats

Pete Goat

Well it’s hard to talk about anything now except in the
context of the pandemic. The last cultural event I went to
was on 12th March in the crowded Green Room wine bar
in Pakington St, a beautiful concert by American folk
legend John McCutcheon, multi instrumental singer
songwriter who carries the baton, or perhaps the banjo, for
Woody Guthrie and Pete Seeger. A great story teller too,
he sings of the common people in the home and the work
place. I shook hands with John who had been touring the
country including Port Fairy and remember thinking :
should we really be doing this? And there were shared
antipasti platters as part of the ticket. That was just two
weeks ago and now everything has changed. Golden Plains
Festival was not cancelled - lets hope that there are no
consequences.

It does make me think of the wvalue of smaller
communities, of smaller scale, more self- contained social
structures. For some of us the strict isolation requirements
are to some degree quite familiar and in smaller
communities we tend to be supporting each other more
regularly anyway. But we are all inevitably still dependent
on the global network of transport, trade, finance,
communication and everything else that the dominant
culture requires.

It is going to be very sobering to see how the world
reassesses itself when eventually this pandemic is over,
what lessons will we have learned, how will our culture be
changed?

There have been comparisons made by commentators with
SARS, the 1918 Spanish flu and the Black Plague which
possibly killed more than a third of the population of
Europe. Even in the fourteenth century international trade
and travel played its part because the Plague was brought
to Europe when rats and fleas spread from ships from
Asia. We are fortunate that this virus does not seem to
cross into domestic animals [as Hendra did to horses].

But no one I have heard or read recently has mentioned the
smallpox epidemics which devastated the Aboriginal
population of Australia . The first, in Port Jackson in
1789, spread from the north shore (Phillip’s settlement was
on the south) and whether or not it was deliberately
introduced as is strongly argued, it killed up to 90% of the
Aboriginal population up to the Hawkesbury.

The next large epidemic spread in the 1820’s and 30’s into
the southeast and significantly reduced the population right
through what is now Victoria. In both these cases the
ability of the population to resist invasion of their country
was hugely reduced as well as loss of cultural knowledge
and kinship ties.

So this very country where we all now live has
experienced an epidemic brought in from elsewhere which
changed a culture forever .This COVID-19 epidemic may

not have the same death rate but it will no doubt bring
change to our culture. We should imagine what it would be
like for it to be followed by invasion and dispossession.

What a great contribution to our local cultural recognition
is Kerry and Amanda’s CREATIVES feature in this
publication which gets ever better. Can’t wait to see their
next!

Steve Goat

Unaustralian!

“UnAustralian” was the cry from the PM, last week amidst
the rush on Supermarkets.

We have heard this expression many times in recent years,
but what does it mean?

I suppose the expression is used to separate out those who
would in some way be working against our Australian
disposition and cultural values. It references values like a
“fair go” and fairness, the Australia of mateship and
camaraderie of purpose, especially when this selfishness
was seen in supermarket isles and shopping centres.
Rampant hoarding is driven by fear of the pandemic that is
upon us. But is attacking the fearful really of much help?

It was a very interesting comment from a Prime Minister
whose recent refrain was “a fair go for those that have a
go0”. And now we see our government trying to provide for
the newly unemployed. But does anyone really believe
thousands of families can live on this still meagre support
for the months to come?

Mortgage payments or Rent, Electricity, water and gas,
Rego, Fuel and basic food supplies to all come from just
$550 a week. So those who have it will have to dip into
savings and superannuation, effecting their future
viability. That to me sounds pretty unaustralian!

This pandemic is the greatest challenge to the ability of
our society to look after all its citizens. We may yet come
out of these testing times a stronger nation, with a deeper
understanding of the needs of all members of society and a
greater willingness to help the needy. Now that sounds
“Australian.”

Border security took away my Vegemite. |
think that’s literally unAustralian.

BANNOCKBURN EARTHWORX

FOR HIRE WITH OPERATOR:

Cat traxcavator with skid steer (bobcat)
and Cat 3 tonne mini excavator

Tom McBride
OWNER/OPERATOR

Ph. 0435 892471

tommcbride 10@hotmail.com
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Kiyhota ()

IN STOCK NOW

540 DH CD2500 T
NF‘{%PS Tractor . Speed Disc
shown with optional seed box

M7040 SUHD

tractor with 4 in 1 bucket and backhoe.
tractor available with optional front end loader
and backhoe.

32 HP tractor with manual transmission, available
on ag or industrial tyres, optional front end
loader available.

50 HP ROPS tractor with hydrostatic
transmission, optional front end loader available.
68 HP ROPS tractor with hydraulic shuttle,
optional front end loader available.

SVL-75
Skid Steer

RTV-xGg
Utility Vehi%g

84 HP ROPS tractor with hydraulic shuttle and a
wet clutch, optional front end loader available.

2.5 metre speed disc fitted with a cage roller.
trailed folding 5 metre speed disc with anti pack
rollers.

the new faster petrol utility vehicle now in stock.

75 HP tracked skid steer loader with full cab.
many options available.

“We Service What We Sell”
12 Wiltshire Lane, Ballarat, Victoria, 3356 | t 03 5335 8609
www.westag.com.au | [ facebook.com/westagballarat
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Closures at Council

Media Release

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-10) pandemic, Golden
Plains Shire Council will be implementing a number of
changes to its operations to reduce the risks to residents and
staff.

As the situation evolves, further changes will be posted on
Council’s website and social media, with weekly updates on the
Council News page in the Golden Plains Times. For any
questions, please call Customer Service at 5220 7111.

Changes Already in Place Council’s Bannockburn, Linton and
Smythesdale Customer Service Centres have closed for the time

being for face-to-face interactions. Customers will still be able to
contact the Customer Service team during this time by:

Phone: 5220 7111

Email: enquiries@gplains.vic.gov.au

Online: goldenplains.vic.gov.aw/forms/portal
Essential services of Council including Community Care and
Maternal and Child Health Services will continue to operate on a
priority basis and subject to staff availability. The Bannockburn
Family Service Centre, Bannockburn Children’s Service and
Council’s Kindergartens in Bannockburn, Teesdale, Rokewood,
Inverleigh and Meredith remain open and operating as usual.
Council’s waste collection services will continue as usual with
the Rokewood Transfer station open as usual on Sunday.

Regular playgroups, parenting groups and social support group
meetings will continue, though no excursions or incursions will
take place. Circumstances are changing rapidly however and
Council encourages residents to visit the Victorian Department
of Health and Human Services’ website at dhhs.vic.gov.aw/
coronavirus for the most up-to-date public health information,
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Library Closures

from Media Release

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Geelong
Regional Library Corporation (GRLC) has suspended the
delivery of all library programs, events and outreach
services forthwith until at least Monday 13 April 2020.

The Corporation will continue to operate all branches and
mobile libraries during normal opening hours and at this stage,
the use of meeting rooms and event spaces by external groups
is not affected.

The GRLC’s COVID-19 working group is meeting regularly to
assess the situation and is taking its lead from federal and state
health authorities, Victoria’s Chief Medical Officer and our
Member Councils. Further changes to library services may be
necessary as new information or advice is available.

In-line with currently available information, the Corporation is
encouraging the public not to visit their local library if they:

e have returned from countries considered high risk by the
Department of Health

¢ have had any contact with a known positive case of COVID
-19 or a person who is under quarantine or self-isolation
awaiting confirmation testing in the last 14 days

¢ have been confirmed as having contracted COVID-19

e are feeling unwell.

Overdue library fines will be suspended for the immediate

future. If patrons have items due for return and do not wish to

visit a branch in person, they can renew items online, via one

of the external return chutes which are open 24/7 or they can

contact their local branch directly by  phone:

www.grlc.vic.gov.aw/locate. Patrons are also able to borrow

items from GRLC’s e-Collection at www.grlc.vic.gov.au.

For more information, contact Kirsten Aplin on 0409 419 828
or at kirsten.aplin@grlc.vic.gov.au
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healthS+VE

pharmacy
Bannockburn Pharmacy Newsletter

Proprietors: Scott Wilkes & Damian Bennett

6 High Street
Bannockburn VIC 3331
Phone: 5281 1519

New Glasshouse Available Now!!!

Existing and new products across 3 Glasshouse fragrance ranges:
1. Personal Fragrance
a. Perfumes (EDP)— 7 different fragrances (NEW)

b. Body Lotions — 7 different fragrances (NEW)
c. Shower Gels — 7 different fragrances (NEW)
d. Body bars
2. Home Fragrance
a. Candles (NEW 380g size but price is remaining the same)
i. 5 New fragrances
ii. New soft touch packaging
iii. New Soy blend wax
iv. New jars and all candles will be white except A Tahaa Affair
b. Diffusers

c. Scent Stems (NEW) — liquidless diffusers

3. Hand Care
a. Hand Cream
b. Hand Wash

As part of our FREE Loyalty Program we will continue to offer a 20% discount ALL
YEAR on ALL of our Glasshouse fragrance products. No other stockest of
Glasshouse offers this amazing discount. We also offer Complimentary Gift Wrapping
with our premium gift wrapping paper.

To be kept up to date with the latest happening in the pharmacy please make sure you
like & follow our FaceBook & Instagram pages.

healthS+VE

pharmacy

Quality care for less

11

Pharmacy Features:

medAdvisor
Vaccination Clinic
Glasshouse Fragrances
Circa Home

Ear piercing

Nose piercing

Medela (we hire
Breastpumps)

MooGoo

Roogenic teas

Natio

Sukin Organic Products
Nude by Nature

Diabetes Australia Agency -
NDSS

Giftware for all ages

Salt & Pepper

Passport photos
Webster-paks

Home Medicine Reviews

Free gift wrapping

Trading Hours

Monday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
Tuesday: 8:30am- 6:30pm
Wednesday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
Thursday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
Friday: 8:30am - 6:30pm
Saturday: 8:30am — 1:00pm

Sunday: CLOSED

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Boxed In

We’ve all seen enough bad midday movies and heard
enough horror stories about how terrifying elevator travel
can be, but is it really the thought of plummeting 30 floors
to your demise that makes these metal boxes so scary?

In 1852, Elisha Graves Otis made the elevator that much
safer (and therefore more suitable for human patronage)
by inventing the safety brake that would act as a back-up
system should the hoisting rope break. This one invention
made it possible to build buildings ridiculously tall and
transport a person from ground floor to upwards of 30 in
the time it takes to conjure up a particularly stubborn
sneeze.

But even though some people still harbor a fear that the
pulley system should fail, it is statistically more dangerous
(and, at the same time, better for you) to take the stairs.

With my reluctance to climb 17 flights of stairs every
morning at work, I take the elevator. And every morning,
it is not the fear of falling that makes me nervous as I wait
for one that I can squeeze my way into amongst the 9
o’clock elevator rush hour.

You see, it is what is inside the elevator that people need
to be afraid of It is the concentration of people within a
small, enclosed space that renders these boxes horrific.
Just like the train, we have coughers, sneezers, loud talk-
ers, and narcissists who look deep into their own eyes in
the many reflective surfaces of the elevator interior.

However, the worst of all are the hit-and-runners who
score an elevator to themselves and take the opportunity to
participate in bodily functions. This is what you should
really dread, as my manager and I discovered recently.
The unsuspecting victims take a moment to notice that
something is amiss in the atmosphere, and then — being
unable to escape — spend the next ten to fifteen seconds
gagging on malodorous recycled air.

But despite all this, I can see that there is some merit to the
mistrust of the mechanics of such an invention. Because
like all technology it can be unpredictable, as I discovered
at a hotel not long ago.

Feeling a little worse for wear one morning, my husband
and I stepped into the lift on the hunt for food. When we
reached the ground floor, we discovered that we were
stuck inside, and it turns out that few things make you re-
gret that last drink the previous evening like being stuck in
an elevator.

Thankfully, our story ends well with a bit of brute strength
and a little bit of swearing. But even despite this experi-
ence, [ still believe it’s what’s in the box that you should

be worried about.
fe/m{a

Part of Your
Community.

Inverleigh resident and
Funeral Director,

Ebony Hovey can assist you
with your enquiries and
funeral care needs.

Ebony is available to
guide you through
funeral planning

and arrangements

as well as provide
obligation free funeral
advice and information.

...for a life worth
celebrating.

ackers

Funeral & Bereavement Service

www.tuckers.com.au 52214788
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Pensioner Discoiinis and Free Quoies
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MULCAHY & CQ

Helping committed clients achieve and maintain financial security.

QOur Business Service Units:

Accounting b FS% ﬁ
Agri Solutions Legal E —0 &
Financial Planning Lending Qﬂ B@

Information Technology Marketing Our 12 Steps to Success

www.mulcahy.com.au 0 0

300B GILLIES ST N BALLARAT VIC 3355 P 03 5330 7200 E info@mulcahy.com.au
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Diane Ritchie

Marg Cooper
She came, she did and now she is going!

Others have contributed greatly to Meredith and District in
various fields such as in sport, schools, churches and in
other local organizations and some have toiled in local
businesses for their entire careers but no-one has come to
our town and has immediately engrossed themselves in all
things Meredith like Diane.

Roy and Diane and family arrived to live at “Alcon Park”
in 1986. They had previously lived at Leopold and had
owned a farm on Marchments Road, Meredith where the
Banks family had previously lived.

Roy was a Ford car salesman in Geelong and continued to
commute and Diane was a teacher. So, being involved in
the school she initiated the Meredith School Fair. And she
thought big! Trains, helicopter rides, sky divers, wood
chop, fleece show, advertising, like a float in Gala Day
Parade in Geelong and posing for newspaper coverage.

With her amazing ideas and energy people came from
everywhere to help, sponsors came on board and crowds
flocked to the fairs. Later there were many other events
including the Meredith Auctions and Rose Day.
Diane has ideas and she didn’t think small townish, she has
charisma in that she garners support, she has amazing
organizational skills without being bossy and she is a
dedicated community person, not selfish with her time.
Although she had various paid jobs while she lived at
Meredith she was still thinking and working for Meredith,
constantly and voluntarily. The thought occurred to me
sometimes that if she contributed all her talents to paid
employment she would make a fortune. She did contribute
her talents to paid employment at times but she seemed to
still have time to contribute to Meredith.

An example of Diane... one day I called in to her home
and we were thinking of how, who, when we could launch
Neil Cameron’s book. Diane had just read in the
Newspaper about a Professor Meredith who won an award.
Will we ring her? We did, she came, she fitted the bill
exactly and delightfully and made the day special. That
thought was completely “outside the square”. The
organizing of it was a bit of a nightmare but in the end it
was just magic.

Ballarat Big VaC 1x 30905 288 238

Specialising in Septic Tank Cleaning Services and
all other aspects of vacuum cleaning including;:-

« Insulation and Dust

« Grain Silos

« Elevator Pits

» Water Tanks and Flood Damage

« Grease Traps

« Pressure Cleaning
EPA licence accredited

Ph Milton Howard mobile: 0409 503 778

So I don’t know how Meredith will cope without Diane.
Hopefully we have learnt from her example. If you hear
of an entrepreneurial type with unlimited energy tell them
that Meredith has a vacancy.

The Hawk Wasp

Kerry Thompson

I watched this Hawk Wasp come out from the
garden, cross the ‘lawn’ then the paving and up the
side of the deck, across the verandah, up and
across the wall, round the corner of the window
and up under the eaves. It was a total of about 25
m and all the while carrying a huntsman spider -
albeit with its legs chopped off! Apparently the
spider is paralysed rather than dead and the wasp
takes it to its nest where it lays its eggs in the
spider. When the young wasps hatch they eat the
fresh flesh from inside out. Nature at its best (or
worst, maybe)!




MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

and FREE rental

...with FREE delivery

phone the Road House on 5286 1556

to place your order

BULK FUEL Phone David Mortimer 0418 524219

eAddblue 1000It delivered free $770.00

eAddblue 220It delivered free $187.00

200It drum oil also available
SERVICING Gheringhap, Bannockburn, Teesdale, Inverleigh, Lethbridge, Meredith,

Steiglitz, Anakie, Geelong, Bellarine Peninsula, and more.

eDiesel exhaust fluid,
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My family has been through a difficult period over the last
few months. Two things have made this time much easier.
The first is support from family, friends and community.
All the offers of assistance, phone calls and text messages
have made a huge difference, just knowing there are people
out there if we need them. Thank you so much to all those
involved and to all those who have helped us in any way.
The other thing that has helped is my love of nature. Being
able to step out into my garden and surrounds and observe
birds, insects, flowers and fungi has provided an enjoyable
and peaceful distraction. I am going to share two stories of
events | have watched during this time. Both were
unexpected, the first peaceful and the second much more
dramatic.

For a while I was spending a lot of time in Melbourne, and
although I was able to roam a park full of magnificent old
trees, most were introduced. The birds they attracted were
also introduced, or the few native species, such as magpies
and rainbow lorikeets, that are able to thrive in cities. After
a few days of this, I felt my close link with nature and
happenings in the natural world around me, slipping away.
My remedy was to make summer evening phone calls
while sitting on my veranda steps, where I could see and
hear the birds and beetles. One evening, while sitting there
talking to a friend and fellow nature lover, the grey water
sprinkler was regularly showering the nearby flowerbed. A
small piece of dry leaf or bark moved away from the
flowerbed, jumping onto the path or was it a
grasshopper? I looked closely and discovered that I was
watching a tiny frog. There were more pieces of shifting
‘bark’, and I realised that I could see five or six frogs,
mainly sitting still and pretending to be pieces of leaf litter,
but occasionally drawing my attention by making
surprisingly long jumps, five to ten times their own body
length. The tiny frogs had dark grey backs with a lighter
brown stripe down the middle. Their legs were brown with
grey spots, and they had orange underneath their thighs.
The front portion of their heads was brown. A dark brown
stripe with a creamy stripe beneath it, ran from the tip of
their nose, past their eyes and along their sides. I watched
the frogs with interest and delight, and discussed them with
my friend, who encouraged me to photograph them. From
the photos, I was able to identify them as Verreaux’s tree
frogs. Despite being called tree frogs, they spend a lot of
their time on the ground, although I saw one sitting on a
stalk of the climbing rose and attempting to live up to its
name.

The second event was also seen from my garden. I was
standing, looking across the nearby dam to the hill beyond.
I heard a whooshing noise above my head, and looked up
to see a medium-sized bird of prey flying fast and straight
towards a clump of trees on the far side of the dam. Its legs
reached out, talons curved. It hit the trees. Two birds, in a

MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

flurry of four wings, descended in an arc towards the
ground. I left the garden and moved closer. I could see the
bird of prey holding up its head as two disturbed and
rowdy magpies walked towards it. I thought the bird of
prey was a brown falcon, and went indoors for my
binoculars. When I returned, there were no birds to be
seen. | walked to where they had landed, and found the
black and white body of a little pied cormorant (not such a
small bird). Bright red blood showed on its white neck,
where the falcon had bitten it. A little later, my daughter
went out with a camera. Her approach disturbed the falcon,
which had returned to its prey. She took photos of it
perched in a nearby swamp gum, and taking flight. By next
morning, all that remained of the cormorant was a
bloodied pile of bones and feathers. I reported the incident
to two bird experts. Both said this was unusual behaviour
for a brown falcon. The photos proved that my
identification was wrong. One of the experts recognised
the attacking bird as a young peregrine falcon. Peregrine
falcons are not commonly seen, but are known for their
high-speed attacks on other birds. While I felt sorry for the
cormorant, it is rare to see a peregrine in action, and is
certainly a memorable event.

These happenings reminded me, that even when times are
difficult, we are fortunate to live in a place with a caring
community, and a place where we can step outside into the
beauty of nature and witness events, peaceful or dramatic,
and find enjoyment in animals and plants, and making
discoveries about their lives.

Wendy

Think Outside
the Box

You would think that the origins
of this phrase would be pretty
self-explanatory. However,
thinking outside the box is
thought to have come from a
puzzle game that was released in
1914. The rules of the ‘Nine Dot
Puzzle’ were to connect all dots
by drawing a continuous line in
as few moves as possible.
However, it was discovered that
you could complete this in only
four moves by going outside of
the box. The phrase became
popular in the 1970s as
companies began using the
puzzle to teach trainees to think

GeMMa HaNaN differently.
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Paul Ryan Transport

e Livestock & General Cartage

e Bulk Haulage

e Grain and Fertilizer

“GLASS”

Glass cut to size
~Doors, windows, mirrors
~All glass replacements

MEREDITH CONSTRUCTIONS
GEOFF L. HARDY D.B.U 15273

Registered Building Practitioner For

New homes Renovations

~Tractor cabin windows

Additions Ground Floor

~Made to order leadlight 2nd. Storey Bathrooms

~Personalised service Kitchens Decking
ree Painting Tiling

Ph 534 1 5500 Quotes Plans etc. Pergolas

All aspects of concreting

Phone. 0429 084 655

200 Midland Hwy Elaine 3334

8am-5pm

(5O ON....SMiLel WOOD EARTHMOVING

COn I o
TIM WOOD

0407 931 711
"L WS withing #he Loncon Mgt gndl Saw me unneg. okessed
4S & Chitken gnd dnotneg eunneg deessed 43 an eapy | Hhougt:
“This ol be M)réﬂéSHV\ﬁ.'" Paddy Lennox
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Cr Owen Sharkey
Mayor, Golden Plains Shire

Like many of you, I have been confronted by the news and
growing reality of the Coronavirus pandemic, both
overseas and in Australia.

Understandably, this is a confusing and distressing time for
many people, especially those with health concerns and
loved ones overseas. As I write this message, new travel
and border restrictions have been put in place and the
supermarket shelves are running bare — and it’s hard to
know what next week or month will bring.

At times like these, it’s important that as a community, we
come together in spirit — even if we are separated
physically. Let’s be kind, caring and considerate as we help
each other through this unprecedented crisis; to come from
a place of compassion and care rather than anger and fear.
Golden Plains is a special place to live — and we have 56
wonderful townships with community-minded residents
who we know will rise to meet the moment.

The health and well-being of our community, staff and
volunteers is Golden Plains Shire Council’s top priority. In
this fast-changing environment, it has been necessary for
Council to make changes to some of its services, operations
and events — and there may be more changes in the future.
We thank our customers, clients and community for their
understanding and patience, as Council continues to do its
very best to support and care for the people of Golden
Plains Shire.

Stay safe and connected, be kind and take care.

Mayor Cr Owen Sharkey

An Outstanding Cricketer.

Marg Cooper

Elaine cricket club member Nicholas [Chicka] Pantzidis
played his first official senior season of cricket in
2019/2020 moving up from the Under 17’s team. The
Elaine Senior Team played in the Fourths in the Ballarat
Cricket Association.

Chicka has won the Ballarat Cricket Association Junior
Champion Player and Batting Award on many occasions
and has now taken out the same award in his first senior
season. What a fantastic effort for a 17 year old.
He also took on the role of Captain, mid season and led the
team to the finals.

At the Ballarat Cricket Association Seniors Presentation
night on Monday, March 16 Chicka was awarded the BCA
Senior’s highest batting score of 267 runs in a game. He
was also awarded the BCA Champion Player on 1109
points, 844 runs @140.67, 9 wickets @ 21.56 and 13
dismissals with the gloves.

His ambition is to play cricket at the highest level possible
while still enjoying it with mates.

-3ANNOCK3URN
SURGERY

16 High Street, Bannockburn, 3331
Tel: (03) 5281 1481 Fax: (03) 5281 1978
www.bannockburnsurgery.com.au
Dr Cameron Profitt Dr Andrew Bell
Dr John Henderson Dr Margaret Somerville
Dr Benjamin Fry Dr Samantha Buchholz

Bannockburn Surgery provides comprehensive GP services,
has been practicing in the community for more than 30 years,
is the largest practice in the shire, with 6 full time equivalent
Doctors and has an excellent reputation.

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8.30am — 7.30pm
Thursday & Friday: 8.30am — 5.30pm

Sat: Emergency Session 10.00am — 12:00pm (no appt
required)

Round the clock care is offered to our regular patients, call the
Surgery afterhours for further information.

We are an accredited teaching practice, training future GP’s,
our current Doctors are Dr Carolyn Grigg & Dr Rachelle
Smith.

We also offer the following services:

Jessica O’Shannassy- Diabetes education;

Peter Angelucci & Stephanie Bennetts- Podiatry;

Judith Emond- Mental Health Practitioner;

Ceri Webb- Speech Pathologist;

Q-Fever testing and vaccinations and Yellow Fever
vaccinations;

Mr Chatar Goyal- Orthopaedic Surgeon and Dr Saj Rathnyake
- Gynaecologist will both be practicing at Bannockburn

Surgery as visiting specialists. Please talk to your Doctor
about a referral if you require either of these services.

Fees are payable at the time of consultation by cash or eftpos.
Bookings are available online (visit our website) or by phone
and we are accepting new patients living in the Golden Plains
Shire. Every effort will be made to accommodate your
preferred time and preferred doctor.
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Independent and local, serving Meredith and district for 25 Years

A COMPLETE RANGE OF STOCK FEED
& ANIMAL HEALTH PRODUCTS

Wool Brokering Service
e Auction & Electronic Marketing through WISS
Contract Fencing and Farm Services

e Spreading, Sowing, Discing, Baling (Required seed/fertiliser available
through store)

e Fence contracting per hour OR per metre (all materials available in
store)

e Transport — Wool cartage from farm to preferred broker
WIDE RANGE OF TANKS AND PLUMBING SUPPLIES IN STORE

WIDE RANGE OF PROTECTIVE WORK WEAR IN STORE

PH 5286 1223, Find us on Facebook or Check Out Our Website! - www.woolabrai.com.au
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Herbie Platt

How I came to Elaine.
(A4s told to Marg Cooper)

I was number 9 of the 21 children
of Harry and Florence Platt.

I was born in 1948, a good year as
the FX Holden and the Fergie
tractor came out that year. All the
kids older than me went to
Scotsburn State School before we
shifted from Platts Road in
Scotsburn to Warrenheip.

I ran away from home a lot.
Sometimes I stayed for weeks at
neighbours. There were too many
kids at home as often 5 or 6 kids
slept in big double beds that
sagged in the middle. We wore
hand me down clothes, ate rabbit,
bread and jam and spuds but we
did have two dunnies out the
back! One family wanted to adopt |
me but Dad wouldn’t allow it.

I went to Ballarat North Technical
School but left at the end of Form
2 when I was 14 years old. I |
worked for Wilson’s in their
orchard and market garden. My
older brothers worked at Paddle
Shoes so they got me a job there and I started a 5 year
apprenticeship when [ was 15% years old. I became a shoe
manufacturer and may have stayed there for the rest of my
working days but in 1968 I was drafted into National
Service. I did 10 weeks training at Puckapunyal then 10
weeks training to qualify as a Group 5 Transport Driver. 1
objected to going to Vietnam so was posted to Balcombe
Army Apprenticeship School where I taught apprentices to
drive trucks. After a short time there I was posted to the

Australian Staff College at Fort
Queenscliff as a staff driver.

After I was discharged from the

Army after two years service in
, 1970 I went back to Paddles for
S three years after which 1 was
@ cntitled to Long Service (they
counted the two years National
Service). I then went to Eureka
Valves as a forklift driver for
five years, then to P.G.H.
Eureka Ceramics as a forklift
driver, a grader, a leading hand
and was then promoted to
become part of the staff. I even
was posted to Perth to set up a
warehouse there!

Dawn and 1 had married in
December 1968. We had five
children but Dawn left me when
the youngest was only 3% years
old. I gave up work and went
on a Single Parent Pension for 5
year during which time I did the
cooking, washing and ironing. I
even did my time at the
Kindergarten. I met Lynette and after a couple of years
we married on April 14, 1990. We were married for 20
years and had 5 children. So I have 9 living children, 14
grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

I started selling clay to potters. The process is like making
scones but in a big, somewhat dangerous, mixer. The
business was called Delclay (Delacome Clay and Pottery
Supplies) which 1 owned for 15 years before an
opportunity that was too good to refuse came up!

(Continued next month.)

PLUMBING &
GASFITTING
SOLUTIONS

Sky Lights

Solar Hot Water

Hot & Cold Water Supply
Sanitary Plumbing

Drain Blockage Clearing
Drain Pressure-Jet Cleaning

WORKMANSHIP

ADVERTISE with US

Advertising in the Meredith & District
Newsletter is a great way to let district
residents know about your business. g.

FULL COLOUR ADS are now available in ;
every issue (Conditions apply)

.?-
Ring lan on 0409 016815 =

Please submit in jpeg format, if available.
See inside front cover for more details.

A
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City to Country

Lic #35586  ABN 18 518 220928

For all your Plumbing needs

* FREE no obligation quotes

© Heating/air con installation (wood/ gas/ split system)
® |icenced gas testing (heaters/appliances) & Gasfitting
® Roofing, guttering & spouting

® Drainage, septics & sand filters

® Hot Water Services (gas/electric/solar)

® 2 & 8tn Backhoe Hire

® New & Existing Homes, Commercial & Industrial

® Accredited Backflow Tester

1735 Steiglitz Rd Maude Vic 3331
Ph: 52819443 Mob: 0408 526 365
E: enquiry@citytocountryplumbing.com.au

Steve Trofin - Your local plumber for 17+ years

Plumbing & Gasfitting py. L

ELAINE EXCAVATIONS PTY.LTD.

CONTACT Warwick Mob. 0408 508 303
pitcherindustries@bigpond.com

AH 03 53 420329
FAX 03 53 420387

*Excavation Work

*Site Leveling * Driveways
*Dam Digging & Cleaning
*Demolition Work *Drainage Work
*Septics *Rubbish Removal

Scraper, 4.5 & 10 Tonne Excavator
Traxcavator, Grader, Bobcat,

Lazer Equipment, Under - Road Borer
Tip Trucks & Trailers,

*Free Quotes

GIVE US ACALL!

ELAINE FARM SUPPLIES
5264 Midland Hwy Elaine
Phone: 03 5341 5665

For all your Pet, Livestock and Rural Supplies 4=
We stock all your requirements including

*  AlLarge Variety Horse Feed & pastyre Seeds & Fertilizers

Natural Herb and Mineral
Supplements *  Shearing Items
y _ Electric and Rural Fencing
Poultry and Bird Feeds Supplies
Dog & Cat Food

, , *  Farm & Garden Chemicals
*  Quidar, Vaccines & Drenches
Normal Trading Hours Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
Come in and Visit us for store specials
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Stained Glass Window

Marg Cooper

On St Patrick's Day 2020 at 6 pm a service was held at St
Mary MacKillop Catholic Church Bannockburn to bless
the stained glass window that has been installed at the end
of a passage in this new church building.

The window looks spectacular. It is about as big as a door,
is in greenish colourings with the bottom at floor level. It
features the figure of St Patrick and was dedicated to
James Connell in July 1928. As was reported nearly a
hundred years ago:

One of the largest congregations that has ever been in St
Patricks Church, Elaine attended on Sunday last, the
occasion being the consecration of a memorial window to
the memory of James Connell who died in his 25th year in
February last. Deceased was the youngest son of Mr and
Mrs John Connell respected residents of Elaine. He was
loved and respected by all sections of the community and
was closely connected with all sporting bodies.

The stained window was made by Brookes Robinson of
Melbourne bearing the inscription thereon, “To the
undying memory of James Joseph Connell who died
3/2/1928. RIP.” The window was installed in St Patricks
Church, Elaine by Mr Bill Smith of Meredith. High Mass
with ceremonies was offered by Rev. Fr K Conlon PP of
Meredith with six altar attendants from St Josephs School,
Meredith and the Meredith choir sang. Father Conlon
touched feelingly on the many qualities of the late James
Connell, first as a good son, secondly as a good citizen
and sportsman and thirdly as a good child of the church.

Abbreviated from Geelong Advertiser, July 25, 1926.

Newspaper articles report that the horse James Connell
was riding during the hare drive of the Elaine Coursing
Club stumbled and rolled on him twice on Sunday,
February 3. He did not regain consciousness. His skull was
fractured.

Locals tell the story that James Connell and another rider,
while coursing with their greyhounds, collided and both
fell to the ground. The other rider was uninjured.

The stained glass window was carefully removed from St
Patrick's Church, Elaine, by Lara Glass of Elaine. It was
packaged and stored until recently when Mark and Jason
of Lara Glass repaired, and restored and then triple glazed

¥ SOUTHERN
GRAI
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the window to protect its integrity. It is now installed in St
Mary MacKillop Church as a part of an effort to draw
together elements of the history of St Joseph’s Parish in
this new church which is built over the remains of the
previous St John the Evangelist Church which had stood
on this site for 114 years before being destroyed by arson
in 2015.

It is indeed special! A special window now resides in a
special place as it pays homage to a special man and his
story and a special local team who have carefully handled
the window and restored it.

Jim Connell and the window dedicated to his late uncle.

STORAGE
PTY. LTD.

BULK & BAGGED FERTILISER GRAIN PASTURE SEED SEED CLEANING
15 Murrell St, Winchelsea

(03) 5267 2351
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B&s Stock & Pet Supplies

Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn
Phone 52 811 566

We stock all your requirements including:
® Horse Feed

Molasses

Dog & Cat Food

Horse Shoe Nails

Poultry

Collars & Leads

Bird Seed

Supplements

Pure Apple Cider Vinegar available

Horse Rugs (all sizes)

Double Horse Float Hire

Agents for Sureguard Solar Electric Fence Energizers

Delivery can be arranged

Mon - Fri 8.30am- 5.30pm
Sat 8.30am-1pm  Sun 10am— Ilpm

Hours:-

IS YOUR SOLAR
FEED-IN TARIFF BEING

CUT BACK?

GIVE US A CALL AND GET THE RIGHT ADVICE ABOUT
HOW YOU CAN FIGHT BACK AND CONTINUE TO
MAXIMIZE THE ECONOMIC BENEFIT FROM YOUR
SOLAR POWER SYSTEM.

BREAZE
ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

Solar Power (with Batteries) Solar & Heat Pump Hot Water
On-Gnd & Off-Grid  Domestic & Commercial

energysolutions@breaze.org.au

03 4309 4027

QUALIFIED PLASTERER

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED
AFFORDABLE RATES
ANYWHERE IN THE MEREDITH AREA

PHONE ADRIAN
5341 5705 0421 475 299

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS
MURRAY COOPER

PO Box 267
Buninyong, 3357

Trust

Australia’s
largest LPG
supplier...

Elgas is a local business,
run by local people
offering LPG for your home

Eigas Welcome Package
OPEN NEW ACCOUNT &
RECEIVE $80 WORTH OF

LPG GAS ACCOUNT CREDITS"

*For all famms ond condiicrs see webaile wwwwalgon com.ou

SO0 ELGaS LT

Give Elgas a call and get friendly
reliable service in your area

www.elgas.comau
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Steve Duffy

Back Home

This last month I had to go to SE Asia for a family
wedding. All went fine, but since I was in the area, I
decided on a few days in Penang, Malaysia. A beautiful
tropical Island in the Malacca Straight between the
mainland and Sumatra, Indonesia. I hadn’t been there for
forty years (WOW!). Flying in I was already salivating;
my thoughts sending brainwaves to my tongue. I was very
excited about my upcoming food experiences.

Penang is a very multicultural place with Indian, Malay
and Chinese ethnicities, in the
Georgetown, a post-British colonial city. The central part
is UN Heritage listed streets and buildings. In the centre of
all this is “Little India”, where can be found some of the
best Indian food I've ever had. We did enjoy some
Chinese foods and the very interesting Nonnya food: this
is the local Malay food as it has been effected by Chinese
influences. But the singing spices of India captured me.

At this point in my article, I was going to wax lyrical
about all the reasons you should go there to Georgetown
for a great culinary experience. But in the few short weeks
since my return the whole world has changed.
International travel is no longer on the cards. Borders are
closed in most countries. Airlines are metaphorically
falling out of the sky. It will be quite a while before travel
will be both available and then affordable.

So it is back to home and the familiar kitchen, but I will be
searching for recipes that remind me of Penang.

Good Eating  Steve

i HOW CLEVER ARE YOU
Sl c9dsactly?

© Whatis E
aste ) .
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Why shouldn’t You tell an Easter

€gg a joke?
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unny met the rabbit of pj
dreams? ®
o They lived hoppily ever after.
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\ eggs
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Only one - after
tha
empty any more! t
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Father Herman Returns.

Father Herman was administrator of the Meredith Parish for six
years and was due to return to the Philippines three weeks after
the Bannockburn Church burnt down. He was invited back
however, to see the newly built St. Mary MacKillop church at
Bannockburn, to celebrate Mass in the new church and to visit
the friends he made.

He arrived just in time to celebrate Mass at Meredith at 11 am
and to attend the picnic in his honour in the grounds of St
Josephs, after Mass.

Father Herman studied for eleven years for the priesthood and
now at the age of fifty two has had twenty two years in the
ministry. He is a Doctor of Philosophy and Dean of Studies at a
Seminary in Butuan City where he lectures graduate students.
There are about one hundred students at the seminary and he has
a passion for teaching. But he would also like to be a Parish
Priest and tend his own flock.

He remembers his time at Meredith with deep fondness; how he
used to mow the paddock, how serene living at the Presbytery in
Lawler Street was, how they shifted the little room from near the
Lethbridge Church, how the Op Shop started with a small idea,
how the garden grew, how there was no plan but the Friday
gatherings happened and grew and then included lunch. He also
remembers the unrest when it was decided to close Elaine and
Lethbridge churches and to then sell them but he said that the
church had to rationalise and make difficult decisions.

Father Herman believes that the new church at Bannockburn is
amazing considering the tight budget. Although it was
distressing at the time it may be a blessing in disguise!

“Someone is pulling the strings. In one word God.”

NILOC

maintenance

Mowing of house blocks to acreage

General Maintenance

Landscaping and Gardening

Tree Trimming and Removal

General Carpentry

Wall and floor Tiling

Bobcat and Truck Hire

Pressure Washing

Concreting

Rubbish Removal

Carpet Cleaning

Bobcat and Tipper Hire with Operator
Servicing all areas

Email: chotchinl @bigpond.com
Call Colin for your FREE Quote

0425 872 866
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Vale to Sandra Anne McDonald

Sandra McDonald had a smile that would light up the
room.

The second youngest of seven, she was born in 1945 in
Wallan when Wallan was a country town. The family
home was the historic de-licensed Inverlochy Castle Hotel,
and Sandra had a very happy childhood with a constant
stream of friends and visitors. She said that there was
always someone extra at the house.

Sandra’s mother was a Laffan from Bannockburn, and
there were many enjoyable holidays with her relations in
this area. Bannockburn was much more rural in those
days, and Sandra could remember the railway station
standing high and lonely on the horizon before cousin Dot,
who lived there, planted the trees and garden that flourish
there now.

Sandra attended Wallan Primary School with her siblings,
and, despite a battle with rheumatic fever, excelled. Her
sister said that after this illness Sandra was “treated like a
princess.” She was given a doll that the sister coveted. Ten
year old Sandra finally relented, and let little sister hold it,
whereupon little sister made short work of the doll — it
never recovered. Sandra was still laughing about this years
later.

The family moved to Campbellfield for more grazing
pursuits, and Sandra attended St Aloysius in North
Melbourne, travelling down by train each day. She
enjoyed horse-riding, and later, after a move to Ivanhoe,
went to the local dances at Heidelberg and Hawthorn, and
had a busy social life. She worked as a legal secretary in
Melbourne.

At some stage Allan McDonald, a farmer from Lethbridge,
appeared on the scene driving his Austin Healey. A
Bannockburn cousin of Sandra’s introduced them. The
pair were married in 1968, and moved out to a rented
cottage on a neighbouring farm at Lethbridge. Sandra
found work as a legal secretary in Geelong.

After two sons, Eden and Ashley, were born, Sandra lived
a fairly solitary existence as Allan was often away or
working long hours, share-farming and shearing. Several
local women introduced Sandra to the wider community,
and she formed strong friendships with them. She became
part of the Lethbridge school community, the Hall
committee, and the local Catholic church. The Hall
committee from that time was indeed a memorable
institution — there are still stories of how the women
“made do,” sorted problems and bluffed their way through
community gatherings. All ended successfully.

After the drought of 1982 Sandra resumed work in
Geelong as a legal secretary. Through the next few years
she survived a car accident, cancer, and a bad fall while
shopping. This fall meant that she was seriously
incapacitated, and eventually made a quite miraculous
recovery, learning to walk and talk after many months of
physiotherapy.

Over the years Sandra was always a vital link in farming
operations. Husband, Allan, died in 2016, and Sandra
carried on with the farm with the help of sons, Eden and
Ashley. It was quite normal to hear that Sandra couldn’t

meet on any one day because she had to pick up a “part,”
or was busy towing a trailer with bales of wool to
somewhere.

The joys of her life were her grandsons, Rory and Connor.

Through all of this Sandra carried on with humour and
quiet determination. Her religious faith was very important
to her and she said that it helped her tremendously through
trials. She was always interested in people, places, and
anything new. She explored the countryside, found new
cafes, drove a farm truck, read books, loved life, and was
always ready for a new
“adventure.”

Sandra died on the 26th February

Mary Mackillop Catholic Church
at Bannockburn followed by
interment at Lethbridge
Cemetery.

We will miss that smile.

Jan McDonald (with help from
Sandra’s family)

Civil Celebrant
¢+ Wedding Ceremonies
¢ Funerals or Celebrations of Life
¢+ Naming Ceremonies
¢ Commitment Services

All ceremonies are unique and memorable
and your guests are an integral part of the
special service. Your special day is all about
you.

Mobile: 0407 226 544
335 Pioneer Ridge Road, Meredith, 3333

Internet: judyhullin@ipstarmail.com.au

Web: www.judyhullin.com.au
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Simple living for a better world

“I'm not lost for I know where I am. But however, where [
am may be lost.” — Winnie the Pooh

There are so many people, so many ‘experts’ saying so
much at the moment that at times the ‘noise’ they make
seems worse than COVID -19 pandemic itself!

If there is one thing that I know, is that the noise comes
from the TV ‘news* and social media. Yes, it is important
to stay informed, but 24 hours a day, is not good for our
mental and emotional health. We need to disengage for
periods from all the ‘news noise’ and immerse ourselves in
reading, listening, watching and doing positive and
uplifting things as ways to hold on to the knowledge that
there is light in the world and we will rise out of this and
go forward.

“The sun still shines, even when it’s hiding.” — Winnie
the Pooh

We are all going to be affected somehow, if not directly
from COVID-19 then indirectly and of course from the
economic depression that seems to be just around the
corner.

So, we need to look at ways to save money and you know
what, it will give a sense of achievement and may set you
on the path of simple living as future lifestyle choice. So,
let’s start with some practical suggestions to some of the
issues the community is currently experiencing.

No washing powder\liquid — unless clothes are really
mucky /smelly they may just need some freshening. So,
hang them outside on a sunny breezy day and do some
‘magical sun washing’

No paper towel — it’s been more than 10 years since we
have bought any, we have a rag bag - fabric from old
cotton shirts, towels, sheets — cut into squares of different
sizes.. Use them wet, damp or dry depending on need, then
wash or toss into the compost. You can add some
antibacterial, anti-fungal, antiseptic essential oils such as
eucalyptus or tee tree to wipe benches when needed.

No tissues — how about handkerchiefs, the good old hanky.
Hankies can be made from any soft material scraps and 20
x 20cm is the size of a tissues so that’s what we sew.
Handkerchiefs are only unsanitary if you don’t change
them as you would toss a tissue! Just use a clean hanky
every day, if it’s been used! Put them into boiling hot
water for 15 minutes before you rinse them with cold
water and add them to your regular laundry. We use a
mesh laundry bag as hankies are small and it makes easier
to add and find in the wash load. Hang out to dry in the
sun and breeze.

No toilet paper - Did you know that although we take
toilet paper for granted, toilet paper has a relatively short
history in the modern world? Before the advent of modern
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toilet paper in the 1850’s, many different materials were
used for the same purposes. Different materials were used
depending upon the country, weather conditions, social
customs and status. People used leaves, grass, ferns, corn
cobs, maize, fruit skins, seashells, stone, sand, moss, snow
and water. People used a nifty tool called a gompf stick.

Gompf sticks are basically just a sponge on a stick that is
used to clear away excess poo. It is placed in a tub of salt
water and is shared by multiple people. It is believed the
Vikings used gompf sticks made of sheep’s wool, while
the wealthy French used a fancy version made of lace,
wool and hemp. In the Middle Ages, most of them were
made from hay balls. Ouch. Use a gompf stick ... if you
dare!

I think we will sparingly use TP, and supplement with
cloth wipes. A piece of cloth that is used in lieu of toilet
paper that can be washed and used again. Some factors to
consider: Many of us with young children, (now or in the
past) have just thrown pee-clothes and poop-streaked
underwear in the wash with everything else. Plus, all of
our undies contain some number of germs and we are
assured that the washing/drying routine gets them clean
enough to wear again without killing us.

As with everything there are many variations to cloth
wipes, so do your research.

Last thoughts to ponder as you haunt the supermarkets for
rolls of toilet paper:

Wipes are soft.

They clean your parts better (and don’t leave bits of paper
behind), partly because you’re using a wet cloth for #2.

No chance of ‘finger break-through’ that puts you in
contact with faeces (urine is sterile, so you’re good with
that type of contact).

And no don’t share them. One wipe = one person, these
are not gompf sticks!

Could be worse. Not sure how, but it could be.” — Winnie
the Pooh

We have no master plan.

We have no way to plan.

We must take each day as it comes.

We will not stress about the things we cannot control
But

We do have the power to make each day the best it can be.
We can use our intuition.

We can walk with bare feet on the Earth.

We can still gaze at the stars in wonderment.

We can watch the sunrise.

We can bake bread, make cookies & prepare slow meals.
We can talk to the chickens, the cat or the dog.

We can plant a vegie & herb garden.

We can hang out with our loved ones without a device in
every one’s hands.

We can take the time to work out how little we really need
not just want.

We can stay calm, take deep breaths and just be.
We can work on simple living for a better world.
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“When you see someone putting on his Big Boots, you can
be pretty sure that an Adventure is going to happen.” —
Winnie the Pooh

So, let’s put on our big boots, and prove we can conquer
this new adventure that the world has embarked on,
granted this adventure was not our choosing, but how we
act from now on is all about choosing the path that this
unfolding adventure is going follow.

Life is a journey to be experienced .... Winnie the Pooh
Blessing to all, Kerrie

www.ourlifeourway.com.au

| Maintenance.
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Golden'
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yotherapy

& Massage Clinic
~ Remedial » Chronic pain ~ Maobile service
- Sports ~ Dry needling - Gift certificates
~ Pregnancy ~ Health fund rebate -~ AAMT member

available

Also available at
Corio Bay Health Group located in High St Bannockburn
Phone (03) 5281 1016

www.goldenplainsmassage.com.au

Phone 0418 798 608

located in Meredith

email: goldenplainsmassageclinic@gmail.com
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HYDRAU

FLUID POWER

« Suppliers of hydraulic parts &
components for farm machinery

+ x5 qualified fitter and turners operating
a modern and fully equipped workshop
including a 25 tonne truck hoist

03 5336 2266

* Rebuilding of hydraulic cylinders

* Pump & Motor resealing,
pressure testing

+ Suppliers of oil & grease for
farm machinery

HYDRAULIC
SALES & SERVICE

24 hour on call
Hydraulic hose service

18 Wiltshire Lane, Ballarat, Victoria, 3350
www.hydrautech.net.au
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Marg Cooper

“The Single Ladies of Jacaranda Retirement Village” by
Joanna Nell

“Welcome to Jacaranda Retirement Village where memo-
ries are sometimes unreliable, men are in short supply, and
the ladies have nothing to lose.”

This novel is about a 79 year old pensioner called Peggy.
Her life revolves around never-ending doctors’ appoint-
ments, the sometimes humiliating aqua aerobics classes
and daydreaming about a handsome widower and fellow
village resident.

But, when Angie, a glamorous former friend unexpectedly
appears after five decades of silence, Peggy’s beige world
is turned upside down. Angie leads Peggy and the elderly
residents of the village on a path of self discovery or re
discovery.

The book reminds the reader of “The Second Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel” where elderly people travel to India to a
retirement home because they can’t afford care in Eng-
land. Many of them enhance the adventure and the new
culture and “get a life”.

Many issues are covered in the book. Seeing life through
Peggy’s gaze gives the reader a view of how we inadvert-
ently patronise older people. It must be frustrating to have
younger people assume you are an imbecilic invalid just
because you’re older. Likewise, it is difficult to adjust to
the role reversal between parent and child, to be cared for
instead of being the carer. Peggy lives in fear of being
moved by her children to a nursing home. Each resident is
contemplating death, unavoidable really when you live in
a retirement village where a new neighbour arrives be-
cause the previous one has died or been moved to a nurs-
ing home. Conversation often consisted of ailment one-
upmanship.

Peggy’s children would no doubt put up a good show of
grief, only to find consolation in her will. Peggy was yet
to meet anyone who matched the air-brushed seniors in
advertisements. The older Peggy became, the older “old”
was. When having her blood pressure measured she con-
centrated on having low blood pressure. Grandchildren
were seen as a second chance to relive the best bits of her
life whilst going to a new hairdresser was like committing
adultery.

The author studied medicine at Cambridge and Oxford
universities. She is a GP with a passion for women’s
health and care of the elderly. In this novel she has written
about older people who become young at heart, defy soci-
ety’s expectations of ageing and who are not afraid to
break the rules. She was born in the UK but now lives on
Sydney’s Northern Beaches.

Do not go gentle into that good night, Old age should burn and
rave at close of day, Rage, Rage, against the dying of the light.
Dylan Thomas 1914-1953.

App for Sustainability
Media Release

Grampians Central West Waste & Resource Recovery
Group has partnered with One Million Women (IMW) — a
climate change action and sustainability focused behavior
change organization founded by Natalie Isaacs just over
ten years ago to do just that. 1MW has developed a great
app that helps anyone to make changes in their lives to
become more sustainable.

‘We often say that you cannot manage something unless
you can measure it. The same can be said about our
individual efforts at being more sustainable or thinking
globally but acting locally.” Explains La Vergne
Lehmann, Executive Officer, Grampians Central West
WRRG. ‘But what if we could start measuring all the
changes that we make in trying to be more sustainable?
This new app does just that.’

The 1MW app gives individuals the tools to cut carbon
pollution in the key areas of your everyday life focusing
on home energy savings and clean energy options,
minimising food waste, reducing overconsumption,
investing and divesting (your money) wisely, sustainable
fashion, low-impact travel and much more.

‘Every day, the app will provide you with a number of
actions to choose, from easy actions to big long term
decisions that gradually lead you on your way to a low
carbon lifestyle. It’s all about acting locally and thinking
globally - these are actions you can do at home, in the
community, or online.” Explains La Vergne

That’s why we chose to partner with 1 Million Women on
this - they really believe in action happening from the
ground up at the local level. We want to see <insert
council name> area get closer to a carbon free future, and
we think this app is how we get there.

The app:

e Gives users a choice of actions to take daily

o Shows users their weekly carbon score

o Includes hundreds of tips to help users through each
action

o Shows in real time the impact we all have when we
act together

‘The 1 Million Women app is free to download because
we want to empower as many people in our region as
possible to act on climate change and be more
sustainable.” Explains La Vergne, ‘We will also be able to
measure our impact as a region through the use of the app
by our community.’




MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

GARGAN
WATER CARTAGE

water tanks,
swimming pools

Can’t get it in?

Don’t want a Big Tanker?

Call Andrew Scott
0428 301 701

Drinking water only
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o JOSIES
o~ CONCRETING

& Excavation Work

Colin Jose

Garage floors * Foundations
Paving * Driveways * House slabs ¢ Free quotes

Y -

MOBILE 0412 402 924

DEVID0409%79-17% '

GPS

Lien
0439 749 286

Elmsha
20418 223 618

Golden Plalns Amlnal Hospital

Veterinary care for your family pets when you need it

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday:
Saturday:
Emergencies:

Appointments:

8:00 am to 6:00 pm
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
24 hours a day

5281 2226

‘12 Milton Street Bannockburn Vic 3331
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it'S HiStory

Meredith History Interest Group

Annual Meeting;

The meeting was held at the History Centre on Sunday, 1st
March, 2020. After the usual reports the following office
bearers were elected for 2020: President, Marg Cooper;
Vice President, Tony Scott; Secretary, Kerrie Kruger;
Treasurer, Heather East; Committee, Paul Ryan, Jan
McDonald & Fay McFarlane.

After the meeting a film was shown of Shelford Road.
This was part of our “Escape to the Country” project
where we document land and buildings outside the town of
Meredith. The film was narrated by Doug McFarlane and
produced by David Law of Redwood Entertainment in
Victoria Street, Ballarat. If you would like to know the
history of Shelford Road and learn about some of its
hidden features you can purchase the DVD “Down
Shelford Road” from the History Centre for $15.00.

Heritage Pubs of Meredith: Pub Crawl:

For the Australian Heritage Festival we are preparing a
display at the Bannockburn Library about Hotels in
Meredith and District. We are also planning a Pub Crawl
on Sunday, 3rd May, when we will conduct a tour to the
sites of some former pubs, visit present pubs and enjoy
some interesting stories.

The hotel built by William Watson in 1854 on the corner
of Wallace and Staughton Streets was described as “The
largest timber building besides the Melbourne Exhibition
Building in the Colony”. It was 3 storeys, had 45 rooms
and furnishings were of the best quality.

[Event subject to restrictions in place at that time. ]
Elaine Coursing Club:

An interesting photo was lent to MHIG recently by Jim
Connell. It is a photo of what I presume is an Honour
Board that features the inscription: ‘“Presented to Lieut.
H.T. Austin, President from The Elaine Coursing Club as
a Token of Esteem on his Return from Active Service,
August 1918”. The photo includes small photos of 18
individual members and a larger photo of about 60
members and their horses and dogs. In a long report of
“The last match of the season under the auspices of the
Elaine, Meredith & Morrisons Coursing Club” in the
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Geelong Advertiser, August 1877 many contests are
described eg “Mr F Harvey’s Bushman against Mr P
Mahone’s Lady Clare — Bushman led up, the hare going
through a fence. Both dogs cleared the logs beautifully.
Bushman scoring a turn on the other side of the fence and
forcing the hare back to the paddock where she was put
up. The hare ran into a drove of cattle and one of the
beasts struck her with its hoof; Bushman shot ahead,
Lady Clare picked up the hare and killed it. Bushman
won the course.”

Mt H.T. Austin was farewelled in February, 1916 before
he sailed for WWI1. He retained his officership as
President of the FElaine Coursing Club while he was
abroad.

NEWS OF THE DAY.

A fatal accident occurred by drowning on
Saturday last, at Ballark, near Mr Frearson's. A
young man, named Joseph Tomlinson, about
twenty-five years old, whose father was killed
some years ago in a tunnel at Morrisons, was
out on a shooting expedition, accompanied by
two others, when, not being fortunate enough to
come across any native game, he shot two geese
belonging to Mr Shannon. In order to obtain
possession of the bodies he stripped and swam
across the river; got the geese, and threw them
over to his mates. But when returning he all at
once disappeared. An alarm being given, a
number of persons assembled with a view to
recovering the body. Their exertions, however,
were continued during the whole of Sunday
without success, the sudden rise in the river on
Sunday morning making their exertions almost
hopeless. A number of Morrisons people,
accompanied by the police, went on Monday
morning to continue the search, and as the
Moorabool has fallen about 2ft they will have
little difficulty in accomplishing their object.
The accident happened in the hole immediately
above what is locally known as the "Lover's
Leap."

The Herald Tuesday 13 March 1877
Jan McDonald, Meredith History Interest Group
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More than just tyres
at Bannockburn.

gy

Light Truck Agricultural

60 Holder Road
Bannockburn

052811666

ZRIDGESTONE

A & R DURRAN Bricklaying

& BUILDING SERVICES

Specialising in brick & block masonry construction '
* Solid brick houses . .
* Retaining walls
* Scaffolding

* Telehandler Hire Anthony Mobile: (0409 524438

ABN 63614843881
aandrdurranbricklaving@bigpond.com
wivw. DURRANBncklaving.com

TEST’N’TAG

All plug in electrical items can be tested
and certified safe.

On-site or off-site testing. Reasonable rates.

Contact Meredith Maintenance
(Licensed Tester)

52861550 or 0427300742

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

SEPTIC TANK

PUMPING

7 Days A Week
Noah Azzopardi Septic Tank Pumping

M: 0427 304 959

A.D.F.

AUTO DRIVE FENCING

For ALL your fencing needs
Town & Rural
Horse, Sheep & Cattle yards
Horse Shelters
Post & Rail
Electric fencing
Repairs & Maintenance

SPECIALIZING IN FAST

POST DRIVING USING THE LATEST
MUNRO AUTO

DRIVER ON SIDE SHIFT

Call Matt 0438 828 043

LETHBRIDGE
QUARRY

NORTH ALTONA ROCK BLASTING CO PTY LTD
Lot 2 LOWER PLAINS ROAD LETHBRIDGE

OFFICE: (03) 5281 7190 PAUL: 0429 361 378

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday 7:30am-4:00pm
(Saturday by appointment)

FOR ALL YOUR CRUSHED ROCK NEEDS
FROM A TRAILER FULL TO A TRUCK LOAD

email: northaltonarock@bigpond.com

Note: No credit given and no EFTPOS on premises
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Crunchies

Makes 24 Squares

Ingredients

275g (1 %2 heaped cups plain flour
110g (1 cup) rolled oats

175g (3/4 cup) castor sugar

85g (1 cup) desiccated coconut

Ya tps salt

220g unsalted butter

2 heaped tablespoons golden syrup

1 teaspoon bicarb soda

Method

Pre-heat oven to 150 C. Line a 32cm X 22cm
baking tin.

Mix the flour, oats, sugar, coconut and salt together
in an extra-large bowl. In a medium saucepan
over medium heat, melt the butter and golden
syrup together, and then stir in the bicarb. Once
it froths, pour it into the dry ingredients and
mix well with a wooden spoon. Use your
fingertips to separate any clumps that form.

Tip the mixture into the prepared tin and just
smooth the top, not compressing the mixture
too much. Bake for 30 minutes or until deep
golden. If it is not deep golden at this stage,
cook for an additional 10 minutes or so. Allow
to cool for 10 minutes before turning out and
slicing into squares (as big or as little as you
like).

Place the cut squares onto a flat baking tray then
put them into the still-warm oven (it should be
switched off) for 2 hours or until crunchy. They
will become hard and crunchy once they are
cooled completely.

NOTE: You can add dried firuit, choc chips
or drizzle chocolate over the top of the bars.

Recipe from — Womens Weekly
Stefania
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Women and Girls in Sport

The Quick Wins for Sporting Clubs program
is supporting clubs to increase promotion,
participation and leadership opportunities for
women and girls.

An initiative of VicHealth and delivered by
Sports Central, the Regional Sports Assembly
for the Central Highlands, clubs are supported
to work their way through a ten question
assessment which looks at their current
environment. Two key actions are then
identified and implemented.

Clubs will benefit from small, but impactful
improvements. Some examples include:

e Creating a more welcoming and
inclusive environment for women and
girls

« Increased awareness of gender equality

« Potential to increase participation of
women and girls

« Potential to increase promotion of
women and girls in sport

« Potential to increase females taking on
leadership roles within the club

« Potential to promote the club as industry
leaders

o Potential to increase grant application
success

Sports Central has supported the following
clubs and associations to complete their Quick
Wins Checklist and are looking to work with
many more over the winter season.

» Basketball Ballarat

e Voga Cycling Club

« Bacchus Marsh Cricket Club

« Ballarat Squash and Racquetball

» East Ballarat Cricket Club

o Bacchus Marsh Netball Association

e Daylesford Martial Arts

e  Bacchus Marsh Scorpions Soccer Club

For further information, please contact Natalie Grero
(Project  Coordinator) on 5331 6966  or
natalieg@sportscentral.org.au.
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MONDAY - 9:15 - 2:15 - Waitlist
TUESDAY -9:15 - 1:45 - 4yo - 2-3:15
WEDNESDAY - 9:15 - 1:45

Call us on 5286 0700
Or
Visit our webpage
www.meredithcommunitycentre.com.au

ool
P e s

7

T




34 MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS

Vale to Harold William (Jack)
Powles 20/12/1925 — 9/3/2020

From the eulogy presented by Mick
Rooney at the funeral service at St
Joseph’s Church, Meredith on March
23.

“For those who don’t know me my
name is Mick Rooney. At some stage
in my former life I was Officer in
Charge of the Meredith Police
Station. The same position Jack held
for well over 20 years.

Firstly I'd like to thanks Jack’s
family for the honour of saying a few
words today. When I first met Jack he
presented himself at the Police
Station not long after my arrival. My
first impression was that he must
have been a tough bugger back in the
day. He gave me a quick rundown of
his time in the town and he made it
quite clear that I had big boots to fill.
But I decided then that he was a man
I’d like to know. And it wasn’t long until a few locals who
had been around awhile told me what he was like,
especially, when it came to sorting out his daughter’s
possible suitors.

Over the ensuing years Jack would pop into the station for
a quick chat and keep me up to date with local affairs, or
indeed, political affairs or how the Pies were travelling. He
certainly had a colourful way of talking. Not what you
would call politically correct and he did know how to
swear. Sometimes he would summons me out to Possum
Point to share some other important information. It was
nice to feel trusted. Although we were not what you would
call “best mates”, we did have a healthy respect for each
other.

I used to listen in awe at the stories he told of the old days
and the old ways. He certainly was a bit unconventional. I
often thought how good it would have been to be a copper
back in those days. Even though he didn’t boast I'm sure
he was proud of his service. This is very evident in the

wonderful picture in his mounted uniform on his horse.
And he was very impressed being a special guest at the
opening of the new Police Station.

I did threaten him with breaking his record of years in
charge of the station, but for various
reasons it didn’t happen and Jack
understood why. Policing can be
hard. Even when I retired because of
ill health we remained friends. I
always thought he understood me.
Sometimes with Jack things didn’t
need to be said. It just was.
We shared plenty of laughs and I
always chuckled at his mannerisms.
I particularly enjoyed visiting
Possum Point and “taking the piss”
out of him for the benefit of Carmen.

It must be said that she deserves a
knighthood for putting up with him
for so long,

I could go on about Jack for hours
but I won’t as there will be plenty of
time to spin a few yarns later. I'm
sure over his 94 years he touched the
lives of many. Testament to this fact
is the number of people here today showing their respect.

I know how frustrated Jack was when his health failed
him. The last thing he wanted was to be a burden. It was

during this time that I certainly witnessed the softer side of
him.

G'Tow/G &S Towing, 24/7

Tilt tray breakdown towing serviceand
transport of Vehicles, m Q e
light machinery, Na |\

20 foot container and trailers/Caravan.Q"'ﬁ-.,_- 8
Anything up to 3.5 tonne :
Located in Bannockburn

Phone: 0425 800 812

R

Sonia’s Massage Therapy
Specialising in Swedish, deep tissue and sports massage
S~
Sonia’s
Massage Therapy

0407 184214
Clinic, Mobile, Corporare

Find me on Facebook or Instagram

Local Shearers Available

Large and Small Lots

Phone Shane & Seamus Dunne

0448 291074
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Bin Inspections

Media Release

RECYCLING
UNDERWAY

To reduce contamination of recycling, Golden Plains Shire
Council is running a recycling bin inspection program.

BIN  INSPECTIONS TO  GET

The inspection program will monitor recycling bins as
they are emptied, to help residents understand what can
and cannot be recycled, in order to reduce contamination
and higher costs. Residents will receive a brochure in their
letterbox in advance of any inspection in their area.

As part of the inspection program, bins that contain non-
recyclable items will be stickered with helpful information
on what can and cannot go in their yellow lid bin. This is
to serve as a reminder and to assist in gathering data for
educational purposes. The data collected will help Council
fine-tune its recycling information campaign.

Council and ultimately ratepayers face increased costs for
contamination from materials that should not be in
recycling bins. To stop recycling heading back to landfill
in the future, Council needs the help of everyone to only
put the correct recyclables in yellow lid bins.

Materials that cannot be recycled by Council’s contractor
are also a health hazard to workers at the processing
facility, as these materials need to be removed by hand.

Common non-recyclables include:

» Bagged material in plastic bags
* Coated cardboard cartons

* Soft plastics

* Polystyrene

* Nappies

* Plastic toys

* Clothing and footwear

* Metal pots and pans

A first trial of the program will begin on Monday 16
March, 2020 in Bannockburn.

Kerbside recycling in Golden Plains Shire resumed in
December last year, when Council, City of Greater
Geelong, Borough of Queenscliffe and Surf Coast Shire
signed a new recycling contract with Cleanaway,
following the earlier collapse of SKM Recycling.

Residents seeking information on what can and cannot go
in their recycling bin can find a comprehensive list at
thinkrecycle.com.au/a-to-z-guide/.

For more information, contact Susan Talpey, Golden Plains
Shire 5220 7147 or email susan.talpey@gplains.vic.gov.au
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New Community Grants
Program

Media Release

Golden Plains Shire Council is excited to announce its
revamped Community Grants Program.

After an extensive review and consultation on its existing
program, Council will deliver two new programs:
Community Strengthening Grants and Small Grants.

Community Strengthening Grants which will comprise of
four categories:

e Healthy Active Living — to support recreation, sport,
health and wellbeing projects

e Creative Community — to support arts and culture
projects

e Environment and Sustainability — to support projects
that improve the environment

e Community Safety — to support projects that equip
communities to be safe and resilient

The Community Strengthening Grants will be available in

two rounds each year, with funding of up to $10,000

available. Community groups must match the amount of

funding sought, either in cash or through in-kind

contributions, such as volunteer work on the project.

The first round of Community Strengthening Grants for
2020 will open on 1 April 2020 and close on 30 April
2020. The second round for 2020 will open on 1
September 2020 and close 30 September 2020.

Small Grants of up to $1,000 will be available to support
events and youth projects. These grants have no
requirement for matching funds, and will be available all
year, subject to remaining funds. Small Grants will
become available from 1 July 2020.

All applications for both grant programs must be
submitted online at goldenplains.smarty grants.com.au.

Golden Plains Shire Mayor Cr Owen Sharkey says this
exciting evolution of Council’s Community Grants
Program will make a real difference to local communities.

“Council’s new Community Grants Program will make it
easier for local groups across our Shire to access the
grants and deliver valuable projects and events in their
communities.”

“Through expanding the Community Strengthening
Grants to two rounds per year, and providing Small Grants
all-year round, the new program will make it easier for
groups to apply for funding at times that better suit them.”

“The new community grants program is a direct result of
Council’s engagement with community groups and
residents on how the program can work better for the
community. Thank you to all residents and groups who
took the time to share their valuable feedback.”

Community groups wishing to find out more information on the
new grants program, information sessions or to discuss an
application, can contact Council’s Community Partnership
Officer at 5220 7220 or email
communitygrants@gplains.vic.gov.au.
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Golden Plains Festival #14
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Moorabool Morth Wind Farm
Goldwind Australia are excited to announce the installation of the 50® and final turbine at
Moorabool North wind farm.

Progress to date
® |nstaliation of all 50 wrbines complete

* Environmantal rensTatement and renabeinanon commanced

Look amemsd
# hoverment of Cranes from sme via Egan’s Road, Manley's Road and Ballan Egerton Road

# Energization of substation
& Handower of Ballan-Egerton Road 1o Moorabool Share Councll for mamtenancs
* Electrical and mechanical completion antapated late Apni
& Ongoing pre-commissoning of turbines
Moorabool South Wind Farm

Progress to date

# |nstallaton of tower sachons complated at 29 turbsne loSEhons
& AJl acoess tracks, hardstands and substation complate
& Environmental reinstatemant and rehabilitaton work has commenced

Look ahead
& Continuation of turbene compoanent dedwenss from Wednesday 15th March

® Continuation of installation of turbines
& Energisation of subststion

® Continued road maintenance this s monitored wesaldy and repairs camed out as regumad

For Further Informaiion about the project please visit wews moora boolwindfarm.oom, weesmwiiTsiic com or call 1800 019 660,

he Moorabool Wind Farm team aims to keep ocal demuption o a minimmum and apodogises if construction



COVID-19 Update on Community Engagement
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Goldwind Australia (GWA) is proactively monitoring the Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation
and potential impacts on our staff and the local communities where we operate. As a result,
GWA is taking the following actions in relation to our community en t activities to

proactively manage potential impacts.

Closure of Local Information Centres

The Ballan Information Centre at 120 Inglis Street_Ballan, will be dosed to the public until
further notice.

Minimising face-to face community engagement activities
GWA staff will continue to proactively share information and respond to enquiries regarding
our projects, whilst minimising face to face engagement activities. The following

COMMUNICATIoON MECNAENISMS Will DE& LS
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® project website (including feedback form for questions
* project 1800 number
* project email address, and

® scheduled phone or skype meetings

- —— —

Community Fund Update

Moorabool wind farm are pleased to introduce the Guidelines for Moorabool Wind Farm

Community Fund. They are available to download from the Moorabool wind farm website

Round 1 of $125,000 will open on 1st May 2020 (applications must be submitted by the 18%

June at 3pm). Applications will gnly be accepted via the weabsite using

SmartyGrants. ‘*‘

Information Sessions will b2 hald 3t 120 Inglis Streat. Ballan on v
® 27% April 2020, 5.30pm - 8pm & [
® 28% April 2020, 9.30am - 12pm "" o,

Bookings are NOW OPEN and ESSENTIAL for these sessions through
Eventbrite via the link: www eventbrite com.au/e/8558954 /641

iJr by searching the Eventbrte wabsta fior Mooraboo! wand farm: wiessl eventbnte com.au

MNOTE: Due to the current social distancing requirements, the information sessions may run
via Webinar. Details will be provided closer to the date.

For Further Information about the project please visit

waw moorabootsindianmmuoom, www meafitraific.com or il 1800 019 660,

Fore Bbosnd abodol Wi Facer Beart ik Ty kg ool desriandiionn T FraETLET B SEOSESeS of Oon ST uCT IR



Simco Plumbing and Gasfitting
24/7 Emergency service Ph:0400643976

Split Systems, ﬁur Conditioning and Wood eaters I

Irrigation, Septic and Treatment plants
Excavation, Bobcat and Tipper

Rain water Tank installation
Renovations and Extensions

Gas conversions and servicing

Simon McGillivray
Lic:109610. Free quotes, Fast and friendly service

HAPPY EASTER! iwienicon nvar ros




