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…and the usual 

● Wonderful Trivia night result
●   Farewell and good luck Jodie
●   Vale Marie Ridd and John Cameron

inside

It’s Spring!



The Meredith and District News is
published by a volunteer sub-committee of
the Meredith Community Centre
comprising: Jim Elvey,Pam Ridd, Dawn
Macdonald, David Jones, Stefania
Parkinson and Ian Penna.  Editor:Jim Elvey

   NEWS & VIEWS
Subject to the conditions outlined  below,
contributions accompanied by the
contributor’s name (which will also be
published) and contact details, are most
welcome. Please email to
news@meredithnews.com.au or deliver to
the Meredith Post Office or Meredith Hub
DATES AND DEADLINES
The Newsletter is distributed on the first
Thursday of the month (except January).
All ads and submissions must be lodged by
9.00 am on the last Thursday of the
preceding month, but earlier is really
appreciated.
ADVERTISING
Advertising in the M&D Newsletter is a
great way to let district residents know
about your business. Contact us for full
details and lodgement forms. Rates are as
follows:
     B&W/Colour
Business Card $14.00
Quarter page       $25.00
Half page             $40.00/$100
Full page        $80.00/$180
Note: A $20 loading applies for preferred
position. Please submit in jpeg format, if
available.
Classifieds are FREE for small, personal
notices from residents. Otherwise $7.50 on
invoice or $5.00 if paid on lodgement.
Community Groups can have a 1/4 page ad
for free or a $25.00 discount on larger ads.
(conditions apply)
SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you are outside our delivery area you can
subscribe for $35.00 p.a. (11 issues) and get
the Meredith and  District News posted to
you anywhere in Australia.
CONTACT US
Post Office, Meredith, 3333
Advertising: Ian 0409 016815
advertising@meredithnews.com.au
Accounts: Dawn 0428 861274
accounts@meredithnews.com.au
Editorial: Jim:0409 163169
news@meredithnews.com.au
WEB
You can check back copies and lodge
comments at meredithnews.com.au
ONLINE PHOTOS
We do not publish children’s photos online.
If you would like any other photo that you
appear in withheld from the online edition,
let us know in writing by the second
Thursday of the month of publication.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by contributors are
not necessarily those of the publishers. The
publishers may edit or reject contributions
and accept no responsibility for errors or
omissions

ADVANCE
MEREDITH
 5286 1291

ANGLING CLUB
 0419 423 960

B’BURN ART
GROUP
0410 808 483

BLUE LIGHT DISCO
 5286 1222

BOOK CLUB
 5286 8201

CFA
000 for fire calls
 Elaine
  0409 861296
 Meredith
  5286 1502
 Morrisons
  0417 770 765

CHILDCARE
5286 0700

COMMUNITY
CENTRE
 5286 0700

CRICKET
 Elaine
 0448291074

Junior(U16,U14,13)
 0448291074
Meredith
 5286 1434

CUBS & SCOUTS
 Anakie 5281 9497

FOOTBALL
Seniors 0408 545 246
Juniors 0430 587 674

GOLF CLUB
0407 795 342
HISTORY GROUP
 5286 8201

LANDCARE
 0409 862 326

MEMORIAL HALL
5286 1243
0435 312 984

MEREDITH LIONS
0491061640
0419757965

MOTORCYCLE CLUB
 0437 009 250

PLAYGROUP
 5286 0700

POLICE PADDOCKS
 5286 1273

RSL -  5286 1452

SENIOR CITIZENS
 5286 8232

TENNIS
 Elaine
  0448 291 074
 Meredith
  5286 1211

SEW ‘N’ SEWS
 5286 0700

FRIENDS OF THE
BRISBANE RANGES
5286 1252

connect emergency
Police, Ambulance, Fire
(from mobile phone)
Meredith Police Station
Power Failure
Nurse-On-Call
Mental Health Advice
Poisons Information
Barwon Water
SES Emergency -
        flood & storm
24 Hour Helpline
24 Hour Drug &
Alcohol Counselling
Kids Help Line
 24hr 5-18yo
Golden Plains Shire
  A.H. Emergencies

Ranger

Bannockburn Vet
Golden Plains Vet
Pets and Horses 24/7

000
000 or 112
5286 1222
132 412
1300 606024
1300 280 737
13 11 26
1300 656 007

132 500
1800 629 572

1800 888 236

1800 551 800
1300 363 036
0408 508 635
5220 7111 or
0409 830 223
5281 1221
5281 2226
0421 617 238

services
CEMETERY TRUST
 5286 1550
HALL HIRE
Meredith Memorial
 5286 1251
 Elaine Mechanics
 5341 5596
 Elaine Rec Res
 5341 5703
LIBRARY VAN
 5272 6010

MATERNAL & CHILD
HEALTH
 5220 7230
PRE-SCHOOL
 5286 0722
PRIMARY SCHOOL
 5286 1313
RECREATION
RESERVE
0429 841399

..or start something.
If you have a special interest
you would like to share with like
minded people, let us know and
we will help you get it started.

NEWS&district
Meredith

“It is spring again.  The earth is like a child
that knows poems by heart.”

- Ranier Maria Rilke

Justices of the Peace
Mr Don Atherton.      0409 869 960
Mr Paul Ryan  Elaine      0409 861 296
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Classifieds 
First insertion of small ads are FREE to district residents 

 

The deadline for  copy is 
9.00 am on the last Thursday  

of the preceding month 

      Community 

Meredith Seniors 

Jim Hynds 
 

The seniors travelled to the Western District on Monday, 
September 16 to visit the restored mansion named 
Narrapumelap. We had a morning tea stop in Skipton. Our 
journey took us past Lake Bolac to Wickliffe. They have 
had a good season out that way with hundreds of acres of 
canola in full flower. It was a magnificent sight! 
After a little confusion as to where to park we arrived at 
the Narrapumelap Mansion entrance and were greeted by 
Kevin McIntyre whose family owns the property. We 
walked up the driveway into a beautiful garden with 
conifers shaped into huge bells all around the entrance. It 
was a truly beautiful sight and in front of us was the 
mansion, in all its glory. 

 

The entrance was guarded by two magnificent lions made 
of cast iron which had been manufactured in Geelong in 
the 1800’s. A guided tour took place with Kevin McIntyre 
explaining the restoration room by room including the 
magnificent tower and court yards. Kevin’s dedication to 
the restoration single handedly is by his words “a glorious 
obsession”. 
Finally we boarded the bus for home. A magnificent day 
all round. 

MEREDITH MUSIC FESTIVAL 

TICKET ALLOCATION FOR 

LOCALS 

An allocation of tickets for the Meredith Music Festival is 
available for locals. Tickets can be purchased from Back 
Creek Cafe (1/27 Staughton Street, Meredith) from 10am 
on Tuesday 12th November until sold out. Limit of 3 per 
person. Please bring proof of residential address. CASH 
sales only. For more information contact us on 0430 091 
120 or via auntym@mmf.com.au. Information for locals is 
available at www.mmf.com.au/locals. Thanks very much. 

 

Jobs at the Festival 

Expressions of interest open for two opportunities at the 
Meredith Supernatural Amphitheatre. 

Venue / Facilities Manager 

Maintenance and Groundskeeper 

MMF Pty Ltd supports equal opportunity, diversity, 
inclusion and respect for every worker. 

 
https://aunty.mmf.com.au/opportunities/  

mailto:auntym@mmf.com.au
http://www.mmf.com.au/locals
https://aunty.mmf.com.au/opportunities/
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Recreation 

Meredith Playgroup 

Meredith Playgroup meets every 
Thursday from 9.30am 

During the School Term  

Enjoy new activities every week. All Welcome 

Contact Community Centre for details  52 860 700   

 

Digital & Satellite Installations 

FREE QUOTE 

SERVICE CALL OUTS 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Contact Robert Rivo: 0439 785 703 

Email: arrow-antennas@hotmail.com 

Web: arrowantennas.com.au  

 

TEST’N’TAG 
All plug in electrical items can be tested  

and certified safe. 
 

On-site or off-site testing. Reasonable rates. 
 

Contact Meredith Maintenance  
 (Licensed Tester) 

 

52861550 or 0427300742  

A New Senior Coach 

Marg Cooper 

A young, accredited cricket coach who describes himself 
as a “cricket tragic” is the catalyst for Elaine Cricket Club 
to enter a senior team in the Ballarat Cricket Association 
for the forthcoming season. 

Brant Hocking grew up between Hanging Rock and 
Bacchus Marsh. He started playing cricket when he was 8 
years of age, showed promise, so trained with Richmond 
Cricket Club and played a handful of games with them and 
other Melbourne Clubs before he moved to live at Ballan 
for work and wife.  He played with Ballan for 2 years and 
then became Captain Coach at Hanging Rock, which is a 
small country club, for 3 years. 

As a youngster he was a bowler, all rounder but now is 
more a batsman. He admitted to several scores of 100 and 
lots of 50’s. 

A friend told him about the Elaine club and that many 
members of the Under 17’s team from last season would 
have to leave Elaine, unless they got a senior team so he 
met with the executive and they offered him the position 
of player/coach. He is enthusiastic.  Elaine is not too far 
from his home for travelling and Brant is keen to develop 
the right skill set and make it fun. 

Training for Seniors and Under 17’s starts on Wednesday, 
September 18 at 5.15 pm. Brant and the Elaine Cricket 
Club invite anyone who would like to play to come along 
or contact Brant on 0401 522 645. He promises an 
emphasis on skills and fun rather than fitness. 

The facilities at Elaine are excellent with refurbished 
cricket nets, a new pitch, a new bowling machine and a 
well maintained oval. Brant is amazed by the friendliness 
and enthusiasm of the club and has never seen it in such 
abundance at any other club.  
The new senior team is being sponsored by Murray 
Cooper of Cooperlec. Playing shirts have been ordered, 
training is on Wednesday evenings and matches begin on 
Saturday, October 5.  

The club also has cricket teams of Under 15 and Under 13 
years.  
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CATHOLIC  

 

St. Joseph’s Parish Meredith  
 
Parish Priest Father Charles Balnaves  
Phone 52861230            0417319556 
parishofmeredith@bigpond.com 
 
Mass Times: 
Winchelsea: every Saturday at 6pm. Except Nov. 
9th transferred to Sunday 10th at 11.am 
Bannockburn: every Sunday at 9am and every 
first Sunday of the month at 4 p.m. followed by food 
and games 
Anakie at 11am October   6th/20th. November 
3rd/17th. Meredith: at 11a.m Sunday October 
13th/27th. Please note Mass scheduled for Sunday 
November 10th will instead be on Saturday 
November 9th at 6p.m. 11am on Sunday November 
24th . 

Inverleigh Inver leigh Community Mass for  
October Sunday  27th at 4 pm. All other news, 
bulletin etc Catholic Parish of Meredith facebook 
page . 

 
CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA 

St Marys House Of Prayer— Elaine 

Solemn mass Sundays 10.00am.  

Rosary and Vespers Saturday 5.00pm.  

Confessions by appointment Fr. James  

Ph. 5341 5544 

 

ANGLICAN 

Weekly Services, baptisms, weddings, funerals 
and  pastoral care.  
Contact: Rev. Phil Jacobson Ph. 0419 322 385 
Church Office, Byron St. Bannockburn 5281 2553  
Service Times: Holy Communion at Anglican 
Church, Meredith, 11.00am 5th Sunday of the month 
Church of Epiphany  - Meredith. 

11.00am 4th Sunday each month, Holy Communion 

at Anglican Church.  11.00am 2nd Sunday of month, 

Holy Communion at Uniting Church 

St James.  - Morrisons:  

The Rev. Glen Wesley Contact: 0429 146 566 or 

5368 2730.  

1st Sunday of the month at 5pm, 3rd Sunday of the 

month at 9am.  
 

 

 

 

   Church News 

ST JOEY’S OP-SHOP 

GREAT BARGAINS - OPEN WED & FRI 

UNITING CHURCH   

MEREDITH Uniting Church 

11.00 am, 2nd Sunday each month 

BUNINYONG Uniting Church  

1st; 3rd, 4th Sundays, 9.30am. 

5th Sunday, combined service at Meredith Church 

of 

Epiphany, 11am. 

Enquires Doug McFarlane 52861283.  

Rev. Lindell Gibson 53413 200  

 

SERBIAN ORTHODOX 

 Fr. Theodore—Ph. 5341 5568 

Holy Liturgy 10am every Sun, Sat & Major Feast 

Days. 
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QUALIFIED PLASTERER 
 

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 

AFFORDABLE RATES 

ANYWHERE IN THE MEREDITH AREA 
 

PHONE ADRIAN 

5341 5705    0421 475 299  

at the newsletter 

we’re LOOKING for... 

Please contact us at news@meredithnews.com.au outlining 
your interests, experience and skills relevant to the position. 
You can contact Jim Elvey on 5286 1273 for more information. 

Vale John Cameron 

Of Camberley, Mount Mercer and Magnetic Island, Qld 

John Cameron died suddenly on September 7 2019 in 

Queensland, aged 93 years. He is survived by his 

children, Peter, Andrew, Margaret, Dinny and their 

families including 11 grandchildren and 7 great 

grandchildren. 

John was cremated privately. A Memorial is to be held at 

a later date. 

Our Cover this month 

 Features David Whelan’s 
picture of a peregrine falcon  
 
Thanks David 
 

 
You can see more about  

David’s in our profile 
article on page 12 and 

more of his superb  
wildlife photos at 

davidwhelanphotography.com.au 
 
 
Why not share your favourite pics with us? You 
might even make the front 
page. 
 
You can even join our 
Click Clique. 
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B&S Stock & Pet Supplies 

Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn   

Phone 52 811 566 

We stock all your requirements including: 
 Horse Feed 

 Molasses 

 Dog & Cat Food 

 Horse Shoe Nails 

 Poultry 

 Collars & Leads 

 Bird Seed 

 Supplements 

 Pure Apple Cider Vinegar available  

 Horse Rugs (all sizes) 

 Double Horse Float Hire 
 
 Agents for Sureguard Solar Electric Fence Energizers 
 

       Delivery can be arranged 

 Hours:-   Mon - Fri  8.30am- 5.30pm  

   Sat 8.30am-1pm    Sun 10am– 1pm 

 

Another of George Shell’s 

jobs. 

Raymond Kelly 

Redemptorist Priests came from Ballarat every four 
weeks in the 1950’s and 1960’s to help the Parish Priest. 
They travelled on the afternoon train from Ballarat to 
Meredith, arrived at 4 pm and stayed overnight at the 
Presbytery. 

On the Sunday they celebrated Mass at 9 am at Anakie 
and at 10.30 at Lethbridge. The Parish Priest celebrated 
Mass at Meredith and Elaine. 

Martin Sharkey and Jack and Len Gargan took the 
Redemptorist Priests from Meredith to Anakie and 
Lethbridge before returning them to Meredith where they 
had lunch before leaving for Ballarat on the train. 

George Shell was called on to drive them to Anakie and 
Lethbridge when one of the other drivers was not 
available. George’s father, known as Pop Shell, had a 
truck which he used to cart the footballers to matches in 
and a car in which he carted pregnant women to hospital. 
A taxi service! 

Two Redemptorist Priests came to Meredith every three 
years to conduct Missions or Supply. Each priest spent a 
week at either Anakie and Lethbridge or Elaine and 
Meredith. A family would board the priest for the week. 
All the parishioners attended Mass in the morning (at 
Lethbridge it was 6.30 am so some men could get to 
work in Geelong in time), the priest visited parishioners 
in their homes during the day and parishioners attended 
devotions at night which included the Rosary, a Sermon 
and Benediction. The last Mission was held in 1982. 

Redemptorist Priests also came as needed to fill 
vacancies when a parish priest went on holidays or was 
ill. 

 

The monastery in Gillies Street Ballarat closed in 1998. 

 

 

 

ELAINE GRAVEL PIT 
 

 Road based gravel suitable for driveways, 
shed sites, etc 

 Small trailer loads to large truck loads welcome 

 Full loading facilities available on site 
 

Gravel Sales and Enquiries 

Ph 0437 358 307 

10 year CERT Service Awards 

On the 25th September Cathie Boer, Julia Dunscombe, 
Martin Peters and Lynn Heard were awarded their 10 year 
service medals and 10 year  safe driving medals  at an 
Ambulance Victoria ceremony in Ballarat.  

Congratulations to our amazing CERT team members who 
provide this invaluable essential service on a totally 
voluntary basis to the Meredith Community.  



12 MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS  

EAT 

COOK 
MAN 

Steve Duffy 

 SPICES REVISITED 

Recently I was lucky enough to take a short trip to 
Java, Indonesia. I spent a week in the cultural city of 
Jogjakarta.      Let me tell you this is not Bali, with all 
it’s Tourist Mayhem. Although this city has two of the 
most iconic cultural sites in South East Asia:  
Borobudur- 8th Century Buddhist Temples and 
Prambanan- a 9th century Hindu Temple Complex of 
over 2000 buildings; there is no large Faux Tourist 
Cafe/Traveller Scene like Bali. A city of over 3 and a 
half million, the people are very friendly and 
inquisitive. 

In the middle of town, in the Marlioboro District, are 
the central Markets, with a main building of 2 stories 
sprawling over a whole city block. Meandering 
through areas of clothing, batik, fresh food sellers, 
and just about anything else one may want to buy, I 
found the Spice Market. Over twenty stalls with 
displays of a huge range of whole, chopped and 
ground spices. Luckily I could recognise many of the 
different types, but certainly not all. The air was 
pungent with curry, floral and spicy aromas. 

At a little Warung, a type of small food stall that 
would seat no more than 6 or 7 people, right on the 
street/footpath, I watched some of these spices turned 
into a delicious salad dressing for greens and 
vegetables. This dish is called Gado Gado. Literally 
meaning “mixed”. In a large mortar and pestle type 
stone bowl the lady behind the jump ground fresh 
chillies, kencur ginger, lime leaves and garlic. When 
smooth, she then added some ground roast peanuts 
and some tamarind water. Finally tossing in the mixed 
greens, a few pieces of boiled egg, a few bean shoots 
and cold steamed potato slices and then scooped on to 
a plate or more commonly a sheet of grease proof 
paper. While my wife and I were chatting with the 
locals with broken English/Indonesian, 
laughing a lot and eating this delicious 
food, the stall turned out 30 or more 
take aways on paper. Mother and 2 
daughters work this stall 6 days a 
week. 

What a wonderful time was had in the 
busy friendly city. Yes I did bring 
home some of the spices, I look 
forward to trying more of these local 
foods and flavours. 

 

Good Cooking.    Steve 
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Lions Club of Meredith and 
District 

 

What is a LION? 

We all know that it’s a Big Cat with heaps of 
fur, big teeth and a bushy tail. Its roar can be 

heard for great distances. 

We are not talking about that one; we are 
talking about the human kind. 

Folks from every community join Lions 
International via their district clubs. Our 
Community club is the “Lions Club of 

Meredith and District”. We are all Volunteers 
and work very hard to achieve our Club Goals. 

You may have seen us around the traps on 
the odd occasion, such as Aussie Day, 

Election days, selling a Snag for Democracy. 
All monies raised fund our ongoing Projects, 

Pioneer Park Stage two is our ongoing project 
at this very moment in time. 

Like our Furry cousins we are in danger of 
becoming an endangered Species… We need 

you! Chat to a Lion, come to one of our 
meetings, the public is welcome anytime. Just 

give us some notice. Come to one of our 
projects, or BBQ events, perhaps help or just 

chat.  

Membership is the key to any club’s 
success. 

 

 

Meetings First Tuesday of the month at 
the Meredith Golf Club at 7:30 pm 

Contact Jim Baker on 0419 757 965 or 

jbgm.meredith@bigpond.com 

 “Lions Committed to our local 
and wider Communities” 

DAVID WHELAN  

Nature Photographer 

David’s love of nature started whilst 
growing up in the local area and his 
encounters with wild birds of prey.  
At 13, he inherited a young captive 
female Nankeen Kestrel for the main 
purpose of rehabilitating and 
releasing it back into the wild.   

An interest in photography converged 
with his love of nature and all things wild with the 
completion of Tertiary studies. This in turn has led 
David to become involved with the Leigh Valley Hawk 
& Owl Sanctuary as the ‘Photographer in Residence’  

Many of his photographs have been taken with the 
wonderful co-operation and permission of local 
landowners, who have played an invaluable part in 
helping him to document the landscape and the flora and 
fauna that inhabit it. 

He spends a considerable amount of time pursuing 
photographs in the company of his good friend and 
fellow nature photographer, Bernie McRitchie and feels 
blessed that he can record the beauty of the natural 
world and share it with others who may be inspired by 
the images he captures, perhaps even for the first time. 

He welcomes reports of anything nature related from 
anyone who has witnessed it and many times, these 
sightings have resulted in photos which grace his books 
(David can be contacted on 0412 234 387 or 
d_j_whelan@hotmail.com) 

B.Sc Zoology/Botany at 
La Trobe University 
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K 
catch us on  
the WEB 

M a s t e r  T e c h n i c i a n  w i t h  3 5  y e a r s  i n d u s t r y  
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n

●  D i g i t a l  a n t e n n a  s y s t e m s
●  S a t e l l i t e / V A S T  s y s t e m s
●  M e t r o  &  R e g i o n a l  R e c e p t i o n
●  O n  s i t e  S i g n a l  t e s t s  &  q u o t e s
●  H o m e  T h e a t r e ,  D A T A  &  P h o n e
●  F r i e n d l y  S e r v i c e ,  A d v i c e  &  5  y e a r  

w a r r a n t y

F r a n k  S c h a e f e r  
5 3 3 3 4 4 4 1  o r  0 4 1 8 5 0 8 5 2 4  a n y t i m e

w w w . c h a n t e n n a . c o m . a u
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MEREDITH ANGLING 

CLUB NEWS  

AGM Recap 
 
The AGM was a huge success with 29 senior members and 4 
junior members present. Plenty of raffle prizes to go around 
after the BBQ lunch which was supplied by the club. Also 
during the AGM, Darren Conduit was welcomed as a lifetime 
member to the club. Lyn also received recognition for her tire-
less efforts behind the scenes assisting Bert in the secretary 
role and was given a certificate of appreciation. 
 
New Snapper Competition Trophy 
The club now has an open competition spot for snapper which 

can be weighed and measured so get out there and catch a 

mighty Snapper for your chance to get your name on it first! 

 

Last year open Comp Results 
 
Brown Trout 1.6kg – Rodney Beer 
 

Rainbow Trout 0.610kgs – Daniel Lee 
 

Redfin 0.700kg – Neil Beer 
 

Yellowbelly 4.774kg – Neil Beer 
 

Carp 4.909kg – Neil Beer 
 

Eel 1.435kg – Doug King 
 

Blackfish 0.348kg – Doug King 
 

Tench 1.251kg – Neil Beer 
 

Murray Cod 6.900kg – Alan Beer 
 

Bream 1.300kg – Ian King 

 

Meredith Angling Club 
PO Box 2342 

Bakery Hill VIC 3354 
 

P – Darren Conduit: 0419 898 841 
E-meredithangingclub@gmail.com 
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Local Shearers Available  

Large and Small Lots 

Phone Shane & Seamus Dunne 

0448 291074 
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Landcare News 

The Bamganie-Meredith 

Landcare Group 

Nerida Anderson 

Victorian Landcare Grants 2019-20 success 

Our group has been successful in obtaining Victorian 
Landcare funding to help establish a tree propagation and 
planting program in our region. The aim of the Landcare 
Grants program is to help protect and restore the 
Victorian landscape. 

The cost of tree seedlings can be a barrier to planting 
trees on farms to revegetate and to restore and enhance 
remnant vegetation. Working in conjunction with the 
Rowsley Landcare Nursery, the grant funding will be 
used to help cover the initial establishment costs for 
setting up the nursery. Landholders will have the 
opportunity to collect and propagate seed from 
indigenous species on their properties and at other 
revegetation sites. The seedlings will then be cared for by 
the Rowsley Landcare Nursery until they are ready for 
planting out. More details about the program will follow. 

AGM 

The annual general meeting of the Bamganie-Meredith 
and District Landcare Group will be held at 7:30pm on 
Thursday 15 November at the Meredith Community 
House. At this meeting members will also have the 
opportunity to discuss the future direction of the 
Landcare Group. Please come along and have a say in 
how the group can best meet your needs. 

Have you heard of mycorrhizal symbioses? 

Encouraging soil fungi can help plant health and growth. 
Plants and soil fungi have a symbiotic or mutually 
beneficial relationship. Mycorrhizal symbioses refers to 
the process where the fibres or mycelia of soil fungi 
connect with plant roots to form large networks. These 
connections effectively extend the plant’s root systems, 
increasing the ability of plants to access nutrients and 
water in the soil. In return, plants supply fungi with 
carbon molecules such as sugar. According to ecologist 
Dr Alison Pouliot in the Spring 2018 edition of the 
Victorian Landcare and Catchment Management 
Newsletter soil compaction, soil disturbance, over 
watering and the excessive use of chemicals and 
fertilizers can all harm beneficial soil fungi. Read more 
about soil fungi and managing soils in the Landcare 
newsletter https://www.landcarevic.org.au/resources/
magazine-library/. 

Don’t forget our October speaker, Rowan Reid  

Rowan Reid, a forest scientist, tree grower and author of 
"Heartwood - the art and science of growing trees for 
conservation and profit" will be the guest speaker at the 
Landcare meeting this month at 7:30pm on Thursday 17 

October at the Royal Hotel in Meredith. Rowan will 
speak about growing trees for http://wconservation and 
for profit. Visit ww.agroforestry.net.au/ for more 
information about Rowan.  This is a free event but 
RSVPs would be helpful: Contact Nick McKinley 
nick@leighcatchmentgroup.org or phone 0455 147 398. 

The next meeting is 7:30pm Thursday 17 October at 
the Royal Hotel, Midland Hwy Meredith. All 
welcome! 

https://www.landcarevic.org.au/resources/magazine-library/
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/resources/magazine-library/
http://www.agroforestry.net.au/
http://www.agroforestry.net.au/
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Wendy Cook 

In our Nature 

I was sure the insect I was looking at was an ant. It had 
the body shape, colouration, legs and antennae of a 
medium-sized black ant, but the insect expert who showed 
it to me was certain it was not. He pointed out faint lines 
on its abdomen, which indicated the neatly folded wings 
of a bug. I studied it with a magnifying glass, and noticed 
its mouthparts. They were downwards facing, unlike the 
forward reaching nippers of an ant. This insect probably 
sucked sap from plants, so why was it pretending to be an 
ant? 

 

Insects are a common source of food for many animals 
including birds, spiders, frogs, lizards and other insects. 
Ants are among the most aggressive insects. They often 
group together to defend themselves or their nest. They 
may have painful stings or an unpleasant, acidic taste. 
They are very common, so when a predator detects an ant, 
it has little reason to doubt its senses. The bug I was 
looking at would probably make a tasty meal, but by 
mimicking an ant it might persuade an attacker to think 
twice before eating. The attacker may move on, or at least 
give the bug a bit of extra time to escape. 

 

There is more to mimicking an ant, than just looking like 
one. It is helpful to also behave like one. Ants often have 
jerky movements, which may be imitated by those 
pretending to be an ant. Their antennae are in constant 
motion, as they use them to sense their environment and 
to send chemical signals to other ants. Some spiders 
mimic ants, but spiders do not have antennae. They have 
four pairs of legs, instead of three like an insect. As well 
as mimicking the body shapes and colours of an ant, they 
may hold up their front pair of legs and move them in the 
manner of an ant’s antennae. Their ant impersonation can 
be so convincing that they not only trick hunters, but fool 
the ants themselves. Some of these spiders eat ants. Their 
disguise allows them to mingle with the ants and easily 
catch a meal. For a more complete deception, a few 
spiders also smell like ants. They can then enter the ants’ 
nest, make their way to where the immature ants are 
nurtured, and carry one away to eat elsewhere. 

 

There is a problem with appearing too much like an ant. A 
spider that looks and behaves just like an ant, will avoid 
being eaten by spider predators, but may be eaten by ant 
predators. More animals eat spiders than ants, so it is still 
likely to live a longer life. Some spiders manage to avoid 
looking too much like a spider or an ant. Many predators 
use one character to recognise their prey. A lizard looking 
for a spider to eat, may keep away from anything that has 
the waving antennae of an ant. If a spider pretends that its 
front pair of legs are ant antennae, it will not be eaten by 
this predator. If it still has the long legs and body shape of 
a spider, it will also not be eaten by a bird that hunts ants. 

 

Even for ants that taste unpleasant or sting, mimicking 
other species can be useful. Some Australian ants have a 
shiny gold abdomen which gives a warning message to 
predators, letting them know that they are dangerous or 
unpleasant to eat. If only one species used this signal then 
it would not be well recognised, and some ants with this 
warning would be eaten. However, as numerous species 
mimic each other and give the same message, predators 
are familiar with it. In this way, mimicking other species 
is helpful to the ants. Of course, the golden colour can 
also be used by palatable animals, such as beetles, bugs 
and spiders to give the same message and avoid being 
eaten. 

 

It is not only ants that provide a model to be mimicked. 
Stinging wasps and bees and horrible tasting butterflies 
are also imitated by others. Some look very similar to the 
animal they are copying, while others mimic only some 
of its features. Like the bug that tricked me into believing 
it was an ant, it is not necessary to look exactly like the 
animal being mimicked, just similar enough for others to 
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 Paul Ryan Transport 
 Livestock & General Cartage 

 Bulk Haulage 

 Grain and Fertilizer  
 

 
0409 861 296    

5341 5575  

 
16 High Street, Bannockburn, 3331 

Tel: (03) 5281 1481 Fax: (03) 5281 1978 
www.bannockburnsurgery.com.au 

Dr Cameron Profitt  Dr Andrew Bell 
Dr John Henderson  Dr Margaret Somerville 
Dr Benjamin Fry   Dr Samantha Buchholz 
 

Bannockburn Surgery provides comprehensive GP services, has been 
practicing in the community for more than 30 years, is the largest 
practice in the shire, with 6 full time equivalent Doctors and has an 
excellent reputation. 

Monday,Tuesday & Wednesday:  8.30am – 7.30pm 

Thursday & Friday:   8.30am – 5.30pm 

Sat: Emergency Session 10.00am – 12:00pm (no appt required)  

Round the clock care is offered to our regular patients, call the Surgery 
afterhours for further information. 

We are an accredited teaching practice, training future GP’s, our current 
Doctors are Dr Carolyn Grigg & Dr Rachelle Smith.  

We also offer the following services: 

Jessica O’Shannassy- Diabetes education;  

Peter Angelucci & Stephanie Bennetts- Podiatry;  

Judith Emond- Mental Health Practitioner;  

Ceri Webb- Speech Pathologist; 

Q-Fever testing and vaccinations and Yellow Fever vaccinations; 

Mr Chatar Goyal- Orthopaedic Surgeon and Dr Saj Rathnyake- 
Gynaecologist will both be practicing at Bannockburn Surgery as 
visiting specialists. Please talk to your Doctor about a referral if you 
require either of these services. 
 

Fees are payable at the time of consultation by cash or eftpos.  

Bookings are available online (visit our website) or by phone and we are 
accepting new patients living in the Golden Plains Shire. Every effort 
will be made to accommodate your preferred time and preferred doctor. 

http://www.bannockburnsurgery.com.au
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Cr Owen Sharkey  
Mayor, Golden Plains Shire  

 

fromtheMAYOR 

 

Concrete Tank Repairs 
Stop those leaks before it’s too late. 

Water leaking through concrete cracks  

accelerates aging of the tank, 

 as well as losing precious water. 

Stop those leaks now! 

Call now for a free assessment and quote. 

Otway Concrete Tanks 
PH: 0409 210 057 

If you could pick your waste services, would you 
add garden waste? Or a food waste collection? Or 
would you keep the current garbage and recycling 
schedule? 
These are some of the questions Council is asking as part 

of determining future waste services for Golden Plains 

Shire and the development of the Waste Strategy 2020-

2030.  

Right now, we are asking all residents to have their say 

on future waste options and Council is very interested in 

your opinion. I really enjoyed hosting a robust 

conversation with the strategy focus group in Meredith in 

September and, following our first conversation post in 

Meredith, we hope more residents will come and ask 

questions at our final community conversation posts in 

Bannockburn, Rokewood and Smythesdale, in October. 

The waste survey is also available at Council’s website: 

goldenplains.vic.gov.au and is published in the October 

issue of the Gazette.   

Our Council is committed to community engagement and 

we welcome all residents to have their say on the 

decisions that affect their lives. If you’re interested in 

getting more involved in your community, there are 

many great ways to connect with Council including: 

signing up to Council’s Community Engagement 

Register, joining your local Community Planning group, 

following Council’s social media pages and reading the 

Gazette and the Golden Plains Times for engagement and 

consultation opportunities, sharing your thoughts in a 

survey on Council’s Have Your Say page, asking a 

question at a Council meeting in Linton or Bannockburn, 

or becoming a Council volunteer.  

Our communities and our people are what makes Golden 

Plains so special and we look forward to hearing more 

from you  

Have Your Say on Waste 

Council is developing its Waste Management Strategy 
2020-2030 and all residents are encouraged to have their 
say on the future waste options.  

Complete the survey online at Council’s website: 
goldensplains.vic.gov.au/consultations 

Read all about the waste options in the October issue 
of the Gazette and complete the paper survey.  

Visit a community conversation post: 

8.30am to 12.30pm, Saturday 5 October at Golden Plains 
Farmers’ Market in Bannockburn 

11am to 2pm, Sunday 13 October at Rokewood Transfer 
Station, 141 Meadows Road 
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Independent and local, serving Meredith and 

district for 25 Years 

 
A COMPLETE RANGE OF STOCK FEED  

& ANIMAL HEALTH PRODUCTS 
 

Wool Brokering Service  
 Auction & Electronic Marketing through WISS 

Contract Fencing and Farm Services 
 Spreading, Sowing, Discing, Baling (Required seed/fertiliser  

available through store) 
 Fence contracting per hour OR per metre (all materials available in 

store) 
 Transport – Wool cartage from farm to preferred broker 

 

WIDE RANGE OF TANKS AND PLUMBING SUPPLIES IN STORE 
 

WIDE RANGE OF PROTECTIVE WORK WEAR IN STORE 
 

PH 5286 1223, Find us on Facebook or Check Out Our Website! - www.woolabrai.com.au 

Rural Merchandise, Pet Supplies & Farm Services 

Woolabrai Pty Ltd 
4350 Midland Highway, Meredith 3333 

AUSTRALIAN INDEPENDENT RURAL RETAILERS 

http://www.woolabrai.com.au/
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    the unCultured 
Goats 

The Department of Youth 
Our culture is a dynamic thing. As each generation 
matures, our values and attitudes adapt. The 
uncomplicated view that youth have is an important driver 
into the future.  

 Recent travel has reminded me how much the world 
around us has changed. I remember such things as the new 
model Holden or Ford being big news. Our view was very 
localised. Australia was largely seen as part of the 
European world. There seemed to be no such thing as a 
global view. And children, it was said, were best seen and 
not heard. Then came the sixties, the young stepped out 
and began to talk about freedom and change. These baby 
boomers seemed to be about to change society. It seemed 
to be a time of promise. But what did happen was growth 
in all areas of enterprise. We turned our attention back to 
ourselves. In a couple of  generations the population 
doubled.  Living standards inflated, our demand for more 
“stuff” increased. This wild consumption ate up all in its 
path. The natural world has mainly been seen as an asset to 
be used.  More forest was cleared, more species’ habitats 
threatened. More and more growth has become a goal in 
itself.  

   The natural environment has been pushed to the limit. 
The Murray-Darling River System is drying up.  The 
country side is on fire more often and for longer. Weather 
extremes have caused great damage. Recycling has 
faltered. But the growth train rattles on. Policy makers turn 
a blind eye to science and the environment, and we let 
them. 

It is of little wonder, our children are calling for change; to 
tackle the impending disaster that is Climate Change and 
Environment degradation. They will have to live through 
this impending emergency. They can see what our leaders 
refuse to consider. Over 300,000 people, including many 
school kids, took to the streets around Australia last month 
calling for change. Does this sound familiar?  Our children 
want to bring about change that our previous generations 
have failed to run with. The Big Global News is out there, 
we must change direction. The complacency of 
consumption has seen us fail to deal with the huge effects 
of our voracious growth. 

        Time to take notice of this department of youth! 

P.S. - Great to see our Shire Council is formulating a new 
waste strategy, albeit with no real recycling solution.  
Ballarat is tackling glass recycling, This should be part of 
many strategies to address the many environmental issues 
we face. But it is State and especially the Federal 
government that should be leading the charge and not just 

leaving it to the children.            

Steve  Goat 

PETE GOAT 

 

Hear! Hear! Steve , the young people are the ones who 
should be listened to. There is a saying of the elders in an 
African culture which says that we do not own the land, we 
are just the custodians for the next generation and they 
have every right to demand that we do not pass on a 
devastated planet. 

It’s hard at this time of year to ignore the culture of sport 
in Australia which reaches fever pitch with Grand Finals 
and Cup Races. We’ve previously discussed the booing of  
Adam Goodes in a cultural context and at the memorial for 
Danny Frawley recently, a very emotional Wayne 
Campbell wondered if we should ask ourselves whether we 
take sport too seriously. Someone once said football 
wasn’t a matter of life and death - it was much more 
important than that. 

The language we use is interesting : we start with “games” 
“played” by “players”. When we’re young we play games 
for fun, and to develop skills we will use in adult life. But 
then games become competitive, scores are kept  and there 
are winners and losers.  Amateurs [those who play for the 
love of the game, for the sport]  become professional and 
are paid to” play.” And then comes betting - and 
sometimes there are those who are paid NOT to play. Now 
we even refer to the football ”industry”, and a multi 
million dollar industry too. ” Players “ are millionaires but 
are traded for even more millions..and then there’s 
sponsorship. I remember when  Greg Norman won his first 
Open and in an interview his manager was asked if he was 
excited by his win ”Oh yeah,” he said ”he’ll be so much 
more marketable now”. Nothing about fulfilling a boyhood 
dream. 

We’ve had ball tampering, and thankfully in the recent 
Ashes was played in a better spirit. We’ve had Toby 
Greene and Nick Kyrios bringing their otherwise brilliant 
sportsmanship into disrepute. 

Do we take sport too seriously? There is no doubt that the 
love of the  excitement of a close contest and the passion 
of the fans [short for fanatics] is a great part of our culture. 
And in the end whoever wins it’s just a game isn’t it. 

But in the case of climate change the contest is the whole 
world against a challenge which if not overcome will leave 
us all losers. Whilst there are those who may not believe 
that the challenge is of our own making, there are now not 
many who don’t believe the challenge is there. It’s getting 
on for  half time in this contest and we are a very long way 
behind . 

 Unfortunately it’s not just a game, this is the real thing, 
but if we took it half as seriously as sport with the passion, 
teamwork, belief, skill and desperation that we admire so 
much [not to mention the money we happily spend on it] 
we could all be winners. The old goats are kidding 
themselves if they don’t listen to the kids. 



 MEREDITH and DISTRICT NEWS 25 

 

ELAINE FARM SUPPLIES 

5264 Midland Hwy Elaine 

Phone: 03 5341 5665 

 

Normal Trading Hours   Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm    

Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Come in and Visit us for store specials 

We stock all your requirements including 

For all your Pet, Livestock and Rural Supplies 

 A Large Variety Horse Feed                    
Natural Herb and Mineral 
Supplements 

 Poultry and Bird Feeds                                               
Dog & Cat Food 

 Guidar, Vaccines & Drenches                                     

 Pasture Seeds & Fertilizers 

 Shearing Items                                                            
Electric and Rural Fencing 
Supplies 

 Farm & Garden Chemicals  

CONTACT   Warwick  Mob. 0408 508 303  

pitcherindustries@bigpond.com 

 

A.D.F. 
AUTO DRIVE FENCING 

 

For ALL your fencing needs  

Town & Rural 

Horse, Sheep & Cattle yards 

Horse Shelters 

Post & Rail 

 Electric fencing 

Repairs & Maintenance 
 

SPECIALIZING IN FAST  

POST DRIVING USING THE LATEST 
MUNRO AUTO  

DRIVER ON SIDE SHIFT 

Call Matt 0438 828 043 
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Sonia’s Massage 

Clinic, Mobile, 

Specialising in Swedish, deep tissue and sports 

0407 184214 

Find me on Facebook or 
Instagram 

      Sonia’s 
Massage 
Therapy 

Vale Marie Janet Ridd  
Pam  Ridd 

Marie Janet Ridd born on the 
18th of November 1925 in 
Stawell, oldest child of Allan 
and Alma Phillips. A younger 
brother Bill and sister 
Dorothy followed. 

 

She grew up in Stawell 
attending the local primary 
school and then Stawell high 
school.  After school she worked for 9 years in 
administration before she married Jack Ridd 
becoming a farmer’s wife, with the first years of their 
marriage living on the family farm at Wal Wal.   

In 1952 Jack and Marie took up a Larundel Soldier 
Settlers block, lot 1, at Elaine where their 2 sons John 
and Peter were born.  Marie became part of the 
community playing tennis and joining Red Cross with 
the boys attending Elaine PS and joining the local 
sporting clubs.  The family remained on the farm until 
the early 70’s when Jack became assistant weir 
keeper at the Bungal dam.   

On Jack’s retirement they moved to Sebastopol where 
they lived until Jack passed away in 1997.  Marie 
then lived in a unit at John and his wife Pam’s home 
in Cardigan Village until at the age of 90 she moved 
into the BUPA nursing home where she made many 
friends among both the residents and staff.  She was 
wonderfully cared for in this wonderful facility. 

Marie passed away peacefully on 17th September 
2019 in her 93rd year.   

Those who remember her will recall a fervent Cats 
fan with a wicked sense of humour, and that she 
challenged us all with her stubborn cantankerous 
streak.  Marie laughed, she loved, she lived and she 
will never be forgotten. 

Note 

Sonia’s Massage Therapy has not been ignoring her  
phone calls - the phone was incorrect in the previous 
Ads 
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 Mowing of house blocks to acreage 

 General Maintenance 

 Landscaping and Gardening 

 Tree Trimming and Removal 

 General Carpentry 

 Wall and floor Tiling 

 Bobcat and Truck Hire 

 Pressure Washing 

 Concreting 

 Rubbish Removal 

 Carpet Cleaning 

 Bobcat and Tipper Hire with Operator  

Servicing  all areas 

Email:  chotchin1@bigpond.com  

Call Colin for your FREE Quote 

25 872 866  

 

NILOC 
maintenance 

Judy Hullin 
Civil   Celebrant 

 

 Wedding Ceremonies 

 Funerals or Celebrations of Life 

 Naming Ceremonies  

 Commitment Services 

All ceremonies are unique and memorable 
and your guests are an integral part of the 
special service.  Your special day is all about 
you. 

 

Mobile:  0407 226 544 

 

335 Pioneer Ridge Road, Meredith, 3333 

 

Internet:  judyhullin@ipstarmail.com.au 

              Web:        www.judyhullin.com.au 

“GLASS”                                    

Glass cut to size 
~Doors, windows, mirrors 
~All glass replacements 
~Tractor cabin windows 
~Made to order leadlight 
~Personalised service 

Ph 5341 5500 
200 Midland Hwy Elaine 3334 

Free 
Quotes 
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Gem-

SERVICING MEREDITH AND DISTRICT

 

 

 

 

Waterhole monthly group sessions are  

Commencing Sun 13th Oct 

10am-12noon 

$20 per person bookings essential 

Waterhole group sessions offer an opportunity to connect 
with the horses and engage in mindfulness and relaxation 
exercises. The session includes morning tea.  Please refer 

to our website or FaceBook page for more information 
and booking details. 

www.h2hequinetherapy.com.au 

www.facebook.com/Heart-to-Heart-Equine-Assisted-
Therapy-1551920938188627/ 

 

Located in Meredith 0408 791 097 

Obligatory Generosity  

Sometimes, I hate generosity. 

Not all generosity, of course. It definitely has its 
crucial role to play – a role that would make the 
world a better place if more people practiced it.  

Now, these two sentences might be a juxtaposition 
but hear me out. 

Sometimes the everyday, run-of-the-mill generosity 
that is born from obligation and societal politeness 
can be a bit of a burden. A burden where two 
parties are led down a path of not only mutual 
embarrassment and indebtedness, but also straight 
into the strong current of a ‘shouting’ cycle.   

It was while waiting in line with a new colleague at 
a small, trendy little whole-in-the-wall café, that I 
realised how easy it is to get caught up in the cycle 
of having to pay back someone who ‘shouted’ you 
something.  

Over the loud nightclub music (hence the ‘trendy’) 
we shouted our coffee orders (yes, past-me’s 
predictions in the May issue were correct) and 
before I could open my own wallet, my colleague 
tapped their card and mouthed what I can only 
assume was ‘you can get the next one’. And just 
like that, there I was: indebted.  

While, understandably, you may think ‘why didn’t 
she just hand over some cash?’, you just have to 
watch the news at least once a week to hear about 
our downward spiral into a cashless society. While 
usually my life’s ambition is to never be caught 
without cash, I use it instead of my card and then 
I'm back to square one.  

Now, I don’t know about you, but this debt hangs 
over my head until I pay it back. I think about it 
constantly. Whether it is a coffee, lunch, a movie or 
a drink at a bar, it sits in my mind like red text on a 
bank statement.  

I would be working away at my computer while 
keeping an ear out to hear them subtly say they 
needed a coffee – I'm not yet addicted enough to 
initiate a coffee venture myself.  

Eventually, I finally got my opportunity. They 
began the charade of taking out their wallet while 
inside I could tell they were praying I remembered 
it was my turn. ‘No! My turn!’ I shouted over the 
music and wiped away the debt with a tap of my 
card. Magic.  

The fear of course is that they'll get you next time. 
But just like drinks in bars and a lunch in a place that 
prefers not to split bills, sometimes you have to be 
selfish. Insist that you pay for your own meal or drink 
and try not to let their ‘oh, so you're not offering to 
shout' looks deter you. Generosity is stressful when 
obligation is the motivation. Handle with care  
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GARGAN 
WATER CARTAGE 

water tanks, 
 swimming pools 

 

Can’t get it in? 
 

Don’t want a Big Tanker? 
 

 

Call Andrew Scott 

0428 301 701 
Drinking water only 

 

12 Milton Street Bannockburn Vic 3331 
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Jodie at Back Creek 

Marg Cooper 

An idea! When Geelong Christian College bought the café 
on the corner of Staughton and Wallace Streets in 
Meredith, the CEO asked Jodie Ward if she was interested 
in being the manager of the café. 

But it wasn’t just managing the café which they called 
“Back Creek”. The job involved setting up a new business 
and developing a new concept in children’s education. The 
idea was for year 9 students form the Christian College, 
while attending the Back Creek Farm Campus at 
Clarendon to spend time at the café to learn hospitality 
skills. 

 

Jodie had been a student at Geelong Christian College as 
had her sister and her daughter, and had had a lot to do 
with the school over the years. She tells that she doesn’t 
really have a career but that she has always had a job, 
many of them in hospitality, and her family had a fish and 
chip shop in Torquay when she was growing up. She tells 
that jobs find her, as this job at Meredith did. 

It was challenging. The menu was always fairly basic so 
the students could manage to make the dishes, there is no 
supermarket nearby if you ran out of supplies, students 
varied greatly in their interest, their abilities and their 
devotion to the job etc. Jodie tells that it is easier now that 
the students don’t stay the night at Back Creek but come 
from the farm at 8.30 am and leave for the farm about 4 
pm.  

Jodie has enjoyed her 4½ years at Meredith but has 
decided it is time to move on to maybe a part time job in a 
different field, to baby sit her granddaughter more often 
and maybe fostering more children. It breaks her heart that 
children through no fault of their own are without families, 
love, discipline and stability.  

 

Good luck in your new endeavours Jodie and thanks for 
your  hospitality. I also enjoyed the cherry pie with ice-
cream that you always managed to have ready for me on 
Thursdays. 
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 P a u l  R y a n
Y O U R  S U P A G A S  D E A L E R

S U P A G A S  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  
P a u l  R y a n

i s  d e l i v e r i n g  S U P A G A S  t o  y o u r  a r e a .

   P a u l  w i l l  s u p p l y   c o m p e t i t i v e  4 5 k g ,  f o r k l i f t  a n d  B B Q  
g a s  c y l i n d e r  r e f i l l s  i n  a  r e l i a b l e  a n d  f r i e n d l y  m a n n e r .

●  4 5 k g  D o m e s t i c  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l  C y l i n d e r     
a p p l i c a t i o n s

●  F o r k  l i f t  C y l i n d e r s  ( 1 5 k g  A l u m i n i u m  C y l i n d e r s )

●  R e f i l l s  B B Q  a n d  C a m p i n g  C y l i n d e r s

●  B u l k  G a s  Q u o t a t i o n s  s u p p l i e d   

         P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P a u l  t o  a r r a n g e  y o u r  n e x t  
S U P A G A S  L P G  d e l i v e r y

C o n t a c t  P a u l  R y a n  o n  0 4 0 9  8 6 1  2 9 6

 

BANNOCKBURN EARTHWORX 

Tom McBride 

OWNER/OPERATOR 
 

Ph. 0435 892471 

tommcbride10@hotmail.com 

and Cat 3 tonne mini excavator 

FOR HIRE WITH OPERATOR:  

Cat traxcavator with skid steer (bobcat) 

 

G'Tow/G&S Towing, 24/7  

 
Tilt tray breakdown towing service and  

transport of Vehicles,  
light machinery, 

 20 foot container and trailers/Caravan.  
Anything up to 3.5 tonne 

Located in Bannockburn 
 

Phone: 0425 800 812  
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ADVERTISE with 
US  

Advertising in the Meredith & District 

Newsletter is a great way to let district 

residents know about your business.  

FULL COLOUR ADS are now available in 
every issue  (Conditions apply)  

 

Ring Ian on 0409 016815 
 

Please submit in jpeg format, if available. 
 

Go on….smile!
Ballarat Big Vac  ABN 39 905 288 238 

Specialising in Septic Tank Cleaning Services and 
all other aspects of vacuum cleaning including:- 

 Insulation and Dust 

 Grain Silos 

 Elevator Pits 

 Water Tanks and Flood Damage 

 Grease Traps 

 Pressure Cleaning 

EPA licence accredited 

Ph Milton Howard mobile: 0409 503 778 

MEREDITH VILLAGE TRIVIA NIGHT 

IN HONOUR OF TRUDY MITCHELL 

Jo Vermeend 

On the 14th of September, our little village came together to 
celebrate life, love, friendship and Trudy. It absolutely 
warmed my heart to look out and see all the kinder mums 
(Past and Present), Oh and Adam, My beautiful family, 
friends, work colleagues, neighbours and friends of Trudy 
from near and far. I am so thankful that Paul, Michael and 
Jacinta stopped by to catch up and wish us well (l will be 
holding you to that run next year too Paul).   

 

With Trivia, Raffles and Silent Auctions on offer, the 
Meredith Memorial Hall was full to the brim.  

 

We started the night with a group photo and a run down on 
the rules. The rules were simple, 3 rounds of trivia, each  

with 3 – 4 sets of questions and the table with the highest 
score wins. Bribes were encouraged so for a small fee of 
$5, you could be given the answer to any question and 
swearing would see you add gold coins to the swear jar on 
each table. 

Between rounds, people had the opportunity to bid on the 
various Silent Auction prizes which ranged from AFL 

memorabilia, household items, garden equipment, 
memberships to the most desirable places, clothing and 
everyone’s favourite Meredith Dairy produce. They could 
also try their luck with the lucky Joker game and raffle 
ticket prizes.  

Leah Phillips (Meredith Community Centre Admin 
Officer and Civil Celebrant) MC’d the night with rave 
reviews of her ability to keep the night running smoothly 
and all the Patrons in line....”Hands On Heads Everyone”. 

Controversy ensued in the first round because I forgot that 
the Meredith Road house used to be pink....please forgive 
me? 

I heard stories of Villagers bidding on items just to up the 
price and win, only to give the won items to others who 
really wanted them. 

Our hearts were full and our pockets deep. I am so proud 
of our little village as I get to announce the tally to date of 
The Road to Melbourne Marathon, Love Your Sister 
Campaign. 

We have raised a massive $5125.00!!!!! 

Now that truly is awesome and so is each and every one of 
you. 
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DREW’S TRIMMING & CANVAS
Servicing the Golden Plains and Geelong Areas

Over 30 years Experience in the Motor Trimming Industry

No matter what your project is - Car Interiors , Boat Covers and 
Interiors, Caravan Awnings and Interiors, Ute Tonneaus, Trailer 
Covers, General Machinery Covers, General Upholstery, Horse Floats 
and Plane Interiors are just some of the areas I can help you with.

GIVE ME A CALL FOR A QUOTE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

Vin Drew
Mon to Fri 8.00 am to 4.30 pm   Sat 9.00 am to 11.30 am

29 Burrows Rd, Lethbridge  Ph 0439 967830

After Hours by Appointment Only

Go on….smile! 

Water Tank Cleaning 
Have all mud and sludge removed from, your water tank 

and improve your water quality. 

We clean all types of water tanks. 

Removing all mud and sludge as well as washing the 
walls and floor clean.  

Otway Concrete Tanks 
Concrete tanks, repairs & tank maintenance 

PH: 0409 210 057 

www.otwayconcretetanks.com.au 

Why can't towels tell jokes? 
 
Because they have a dry sense of humor.  
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Book Review 
Marg’s Yummyeasyanddelish 

Pear & Raspberry Cake 

 

Serves 8-10 

Prep time 20 minutes. 

 Cooking time 1hour 15 minutes  

 

Ingredients 

2 ripe pears (any variety you like) 

1 lemon, juiced  

180g butter 

180g castor sugar 

2 eggs 

200g self-raising flour 

100g ground almonds 

2 tbsp milk 

250g fresh or frozen raspberries 

Whipped cream, to serve 

  

Method 

Preheat oven to 180 C. Line base and sides of a 20cm 
spring-form cake tin with baking paper. 

Peel and core the pears. Roughly chop them and 
squeeze over the lemon juice to stop them 
browning. 

Cream the butter and sugar in an electric mixer until 
pale and fluffy and the sugar has dissolved. Beat the 
eggs then add them to the butter and sugar mixture 
a little at a time, beating between each addition. 

Combine the flour and the almonds, and fold into the 
creamed butter mixture in three separate lots. Add 
the milk and stir through, then add the raspberries 
and pears. 

Scrape the mixture into the cake tin and bake for 1 hour 
and 15 minutes. Cake is cooked when a skewer 
inserted into the cake comes out clean. Let cake 
cool before removing from the spring-form tin. 

Serve dusted with icing sugar and whipped cream. 

 

Recipe from – A family friend. 

 Stefania 

 

“The Year Everything Changed 2001” by Phillipa 
McGuiness 

 

The author says her job is to commission authors to write 
books which she develops and publishes. After she 
established that, things did change in 2001.  2001 was the 
worst year of her life when she buried her new born son, 
Daniel in Singapore’s Chua Chu Kang Lawn Cemetery.  
She resolved to write this 2001 book herself. 

 

McGuiness begins the book with her own story of 
heartbreak and continues with a record of what she calls an 
“enormously horrendous year” where so many things 
changed politically and economically, globally and in our 
own country.  It was the year of 9/11, of elections around 
the world, of the asylum seekers on the Norwegian vessel 
Tampa, of the Centenary of Federation, of the implosion of 
tech startups, of the ipod launch, of G8 protests in Genoa, 
of the AIDs crisis, of Mt Etna exploding, of the collapse of 
Ansett, of the war in Afghanistan and many other 
incidents.   If it were a novel you’d accuse the writer of 
trying to pack too much in! 

 

Certainly the author has documented all that happened in 
2001. She has included people, mood, currents and 
connections, sometimes even grand theories, analysis and 
meaning, opinion and emotion. She is broad and deep, 
sometimes even grand. There are many stories, some you 
know and some you may not know.   For example: 
“Nowhere in 2001 did the struggle for power seem quite 
as Shakespearian as in Nepal, where, at the end of May, 
King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Deva was shot and killed 
by his son, Crown Prince Dipendra. The Crown Prince 
then murdered ten other members of the Nepalese royal 
family having dinner at the palace. He then shot himself, 
but survived. Just. So, as the next in line even though he 
was in a coma, the mass murderer became the king, until 
he died soon after. The dinner party scene makes me think 
of Hamlet, but with paramedics and sub machine guns, 
and a bunch of Maoists waiting in the wings.” 

 

People said,” Oh, everything changed after 9/11. The 
author questioned, “Did it?” Just because you utter a 
phrase reflexively and with great portent doesn’t make it 
true. She thought it was an interesting thing to explore  
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MEREDITH CONSTRUCTIONS 

GEOFF L. HARDY     D.B.U 15273 

 Registered Building Practitioner For 

New homes   Renovations 

Additions Ground Floor 

2nd. Storey   Bathrooms 

Kitchens   Decking  

Painting  Tiling 

Plans etc.   Pergolas 

  All aspects of  concreting 

Phone.  0429 084 655      8am–5pm 

The 

Things 
We Say 

Gemma Hanan 

Let’s remember Sidney 

Johnson 

Marg Cooper 

 

There are several plaques that are an important part of the 
history of Meredith State School.  One of them is an 
extraordinary oval silver plaque, now attached to framed 
words that tell us that the plaque was presented to Mr 
Sidney Johnston on his departure from the school in 1894.  
The plaque was originally on a musical instrument, a Cor 
Anglais (which is a double reed woodwind instrument in 
the oboe family). 

Sidney Johnson was born in January, 1850, was a teacher 
from 1864 until 1867 and was the teacher in charge of the 
Meredith Church of England School No 408 from 1871. 
When that school closed in 1874 and State School No 
1420 opened on July 1, 1874 he became the Head Teacher. 
He enrolled 8 grades.  The school opened in a new 
bluestone building on a site of 4 acres. The building was 
built to accommodate 100 children. 

Throughout his time at Meredith he studied and passed 
Matriculation subjects including Physiology, Chemistry, 
Latin, Algebra, Euclid, English, Geography, Arithmetic, 
Geology, Mineralogy and Mechanics.  The Inspector’s 
reports describe him as quiet, firm, rigorous and an 
industrious teacher. 

It is written that he lived opposite the Post Office (where 
the Post Office was at that time).  Mr Johnson was 
involved in the community with roles including being the 
Hon Secretary of the Cemetery Trustees in 1887 and as a 
jury man in a murder case in 1879. In 1888 he presided at 
a concert to raise funds to improve the manse. 

Sidney Johnson taught in Meredith until 1894, a total of 23 
years.  In recognition of this service the people of 
Meredith presented him with the plaque on a musical 
instrument when he left Meredith.  He retired in December 
1910. 

 

The Johnson family gave the plaque, attached to the 
framed words, to the school in May 1964.  

As Pleased as Punch 

 

Used to describe being 
extremely pleased with 
something, this saying comes 
from a cringeworthy origin. 
Pleased as Punch originally 
referred to the doll from 
Punch and Judy shows rather 
than something as innocent 
as fruit punch. Derived from 
16th century Italy, the shows 
saw Punch depicted as a 
violent man who was his 
happiest when committing 
violent acts.  

Hence, pleased as Punch.  
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A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO A MORE SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE  

  A Way of Life 
by KERRIE KRUGER 

I love to grow herbs; I love their flowers, colour, shape 
and of course their smell. My garden here in Meredith is 
slowly taking shape and herbs are planted everywhere, as 
they are so important for our health and wellbeing, but did 
you know that they are very useful in the chicken house? 

The great news is most herbs are easy to grow. Most are 
not finicky about their soil and can live on less water and 
in full sun more than some other members in the garden. 

Many herbs are perennials so once you have the plants 
established it will continue to provide for years to come. 

Herbs that are definitely on the “good “list include 
oregano, thyme, parsley, basil, mint, dill, sage, marjoram, 
lavender, calendula, comfrey and garlic. 

With my chickens I use herbs for three purposes:  

1) to ensure the overall health and wellbeing, preventing 
illness, to repel insects and calm  chooks if they are 
stressed or upset.  Fresh or dried herbs in their nesting 
boxes not only work as insecticides, but also have 
antibacterial properties. 

2) to ward of insects (especially mites) and rodents, 

3) for the fragrance. I put herbs in their nesting boxes and 
scatter some on the floor to repel bugs and help the 
henhouse smell nicer. 

I tend to use herbs as chicken aromatherapy by hanging 
aromatic herbs in bunches around the henhouse, sprinkling 
into their dust bath or nest box. 

If you are hanging a bunch of fresh herbs in the house, it’s 
fine to leave them up indefinitely, but if you are sprinkling 
them in nest box it is best to remove after a week, so they 
don’t begin to go mouldy. 

Some herbs and their Uses: 

Basil- Used for mucus membrane health and has 
antibacterial properties 

Catnip- Repels insects and used as a sedative/relaxant 

Dill- Respiratory health, antioxidant properties, sedative/
relaxant 

Fennel- Enhances reproductive health (egg laying) 

Garlic- Enhances reproductive health (egg laying) / helps 
control parasites 

Lavender- Smells wonderful, lowers stress, circulatory 
health, insect repellent 

Lemon Balm- Smells nice in the coop, lowers stress, 
antibacterial, repels rodents 

Marigold- Enhances reproductive health (egg laying). 
Marigolds are also edible for both people and chickens, 
and they’re said to make your chicken’s egg yolks more 
orange, so if you want, you can offer the petals to your 

chickens. 

Mint- Used in nest/coop - (all kinds) – insecticide and 
rodent repellent. Mint is extraordinarily useful for many 
things when it comes to your chickens and I always 
grow lots of it around the garden. Mint is great to put in 
nesting boxes along with lavender to stimulate laying, 
and it will create a fresh, good smelling environment for 
your chickens. 

Nasturtium- Enhances reproductive health (egg laying), 
antiseptic, antibiotic, insecticide, de-wormer 

Parsley- Promotes circulatory system development, 
enhances reproductive health (egg laying), rich in 
vitamins 

Pineapple Sage- Promotes nervous system health, 
smells wonderful 

Rosemary- Pain relief, respiratory health, insect 
repellent 

Sage- Antioxidant, helps control parasites, 

Thyme- Promotes respiratory health, antioxidant, has 
antibacterial properties, helps control parasites 

Use of herbs is dependent on treatment required- as 
strewing, on feed, in water or as a tonic. 

This is just a brief overview of herb uses, please ensure 
you have sufficient knowledge before using. 

As much as I love using herbs with my chooks, they do 
not replace good chicken housekeeping, I consider them 
an additional, non-chemical way to assist in keeping the 
chook house mite, rodent and parasite free. 

They also tie in beautifully with having a flourishing 
herb garden! 

So, get out your herb books, or borrow some from the 
library, and get planning your herb garden because 

when it comes to our chickens and their eggs, it’s 
important that we keep our feathery friends happy and 
healthy. 
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Bannockburn Pharmacy Newsletter 
Proprietors: Scott Wilkes & Damian Bennett 

6 High Street 

Bannockburn  VIC   3331 

Phone: 5281 1519 

 

Pharmacy Features: 

medAdvisor 

Vaccination Clinic 

Glasshouse Fragrances 

Ear piercing 

Medela (we hire Breastpumps) 

MooGoo 

Roogenic teas 

Natio 

Sukin Organic Products 

Nude by Nature 

Diabetes Australia Agency -NDSS 

Giftware for all ages 

Salt & Pepper 

Digital Photo printing 

Passport photos  

Webster-paks 

Home Medicine Reviews 

Free gift wrapping 

Trading Hours 

 

Monday:          8:30am - 6:30pm 

Tuesday:              8:30am -  6:30pm 

Wednesday:         8:30am -  6:30pm 

Thursday:  8:30am - 6:30pm 

Friday:                8:30am -  6:30pm 

Saturday:  8:30am –1:00pm 

Sunday: CLOSED  

Christmas Shopping Night – Friday 22nd Novem-
ber 

Mark it in your calendars, our annual Christmas Shopping Night will be held at the Phar-
macy on FRIDAY 22nd November from 6:30pm to 9:00pm.  Last year we had a huge 
number of people attend the evening that had a great time.  Again this year there will be 
lucky door prizes drawn during the evening and there will be in excess of $2000 worth of 
prizes to give away on the night!  Plus there will be finger food and drinks provided 
throughout the evening.  We will also have Clyde Park Vineyard here with wine tasting 
plus bottles of wine at special prices available to purchase on the evening as well.  On 
the night will be offering our Loyalty Club Members 30% off all gifts!! This will be a great 
chance to kick start your Christmas Shopping if you haven’t already started!  Please 
bring your friends and family and join us 
on what will be another fun and enjoya- ble 
evening on Friday 22nd November from 
6:30pm to 9:00pm.    

 

Baby Club 
Did you know that we have a Baby 
Club!.  If you have a child who is under 2 
years of age we can join you up to our baby 
club.  Once they turn 2, we transfer any 
money you have accumulated back to our 
Loyalty Club.  Below are some of the ben-
efits of joining our Baby Club: 

FREE to join 

We will add a $5 sign up bo- nus 
to your Baby Club to spend on your 
next visit 

10 cents for every $1 spent (Double normal loyalty club amount) on prod-
ucts bought within the following categories: Children’s Health, Franjo’s Kitchen, 
MooGoo, Therapeutic Skin care, Health Management, Mother & Child and Vita-
min & Supplements. 

 

 

 medAdvisor app 

Have you signed up in-store to our new medAdvisor app that helps you to manage your 
medications via your mobile phone or computer?  Ask us to explain to you when you are 
in next the advantages of this app and how it can save you lots of time when having your 
prescriptions filled. 

Christmas Shopping Night – Friday 22
nd

 November 

Opening Hours: 

Mon: 9:00am-6:00pm 

Tue:       9:00am-6:00pm 

Wed:  9:00am-6:00pm 

Thu: 9:00am-6:00pm 

Fri: 9:00am-6:00pm 

Sat:        9:00am-1:00pm 
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it’s history 
Meredith History Interest Group 

It’s Our 

History                                                    
A SKELETON FOUND, 

(FROM OUR STEIGLITZ CORRESPONDENT.) 

The skeleton of a man supposed to be about 70 years of 
age, was found on the Geelong watershed reserve, 
Beremboke, on Saturday last by Mr J. Leverett. The 
bones were scattered about in various directions, not a 
particle of flesh being left upon them. Information was 
brought to the Steiglitz police, and a magisterial inquiry 
was held yesterday by Mr J. Cabir, J.P.  

From the evidence adduced, and from particulars since 
gathered, it appeared the man had been wandering in the 
vicinity for some days prior to his death, which is believed 
to have taken place about the end of January. He was 
seen on January 26th by Mr Leftwick, who is in charge of 
the watershed, and he was given some food and a 
cherrywood pipe, the latter being found on the clothes. He 
then appeared healthy looking, but weak. In the course of 
a conversation Mr Leftwick had with him he admitted 
having come from Dean, near Ballarat, and said he was 
making for Daylesford, where he had a sister. He had no 
swag at the time, nor has one since been found. A verdict 
that deceased met his death through exposure and 

want of food was returned, and the remains were ordered 
to to buried in the local cemetery. Geelong Advertiser (Vic. : 
1859 - 1929) Tuesday 14 March 1899                                                   
Jan McDonald, Meredith History Interest Group 

Meredith State School: 

On Sunday September 15 we visited the school, met the 
Headmaster, heard how Education in Victoria began, 
learnt about the history of the bluestone building at 
Meredith and several school plaques before touring the 
school and grounds and listening to the school bell toll. A 
book called “The Travelling Bell” which documents the 
history of the bell at Meredith School was compiled and 
read beside the bell by Marg Cooper before John 
Parkinson ceremoniously rang the bell. (The bell came 
from Morrisons State School where John had been a 
student and he had often rung the bell, for fun, after the 
school closed.  The school building was shifted, and then 
the bell came to Meredith State School).  We then 
adjourned inside for afternoon tea and a social get-
together. 

Time-line: 

The time-line of Meredith has been re-created and 
displayed behind glass in the entrance to the History 
Centre so visitors can instantly see “when it all 
happened”. Thanks to Tony Scott and Bev Loveday for 
making the time-line happen! It is bright, clear and fills 
the spaces to perfection. 

Bannockburn Library: 

The library is hosting a display to commemorate the 
Centenary of Armistice Day created by Geelong Heritage 
Centre from September 16 to October 13. As part of 
commemoration MHIG has been invited to present a talk 
at the library on October 10 at 2 pm. We are going to 
relate how Meredith celebrated the return of soldiers, 
how Meredith celebrated and the impact of WW1 on our 
local community. You are welcome to come along.  

Calendar: 

The theme for the 2020 calendar is property names. They 
are displayed at entrances in many different ways. There 
are old names and modern names. Some signs are new 

and pristine and others are somewhat shabby…but 
attractive! 

The calendar will be for sale in late October. The profits will 
go to MHIG. 

Significant Trees of Meredith:   PHOTOGRAPHS 
WANTED 
 

You are invited to take a photos or photos of a tree or trees 
in Meredith & District that is/are significant to the area or to 
you and tell us why. The opening of the exhibition will be on 
October 20 at 1.30 pm. 

WANTED:   Has anyone got a photo of the pine trees 
that used to be along Russell Street in the school grounds or 
the trees along Lawler Street in the Catholic Church 
grounds? Gwenda and Joan (Shell) describe how a huge 
Cyprus tree was in the corner where the gateway into the 
school is now. Its limbs came to the ground making a natural 
cubby house.  

Hedges are hard to photograph but significant. Think of the 
cypress hedge on Staughton Street in front of what was the 
Meredith Hospital, the hedge on Mt Mercer Road in front of 
what was Creeds and the beautifully maintained hedge at the 
gateway to Larundel on Orrells Road. 

Photograph entries are due by Saturday, October 12 but we 
would welcome entries before this date so we can prepare 
them for display. 

 

Catalogue: From 9 am on Thursdays. 
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Enjoy writing? 
Well, our 
readers enjoy 

We should introduce you. 

The Meredith Kindergarten Committee’s Annual ladies 
market night will be held on Friday 15th November from 
7.00 to 10.00 pm 

The evening showcases many local businesses.  This is 
always a fun night out for mingling and shopping! Fund-
raising this year will go to Kinder Committee for addition-
al funds for the kinder to provide additional resources and 
programs for the Kinder and to Jo Vermeend’s great fund-
raiser for Love Your Sister towards cancer research.   

Just a couple of contributors to whet your appetite. 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some of the lovely businesses and products which 
will be available on the night visit our facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/Meredith-Kinder-Committees-
Annual-Ladies-Market-Night  

No less than the Bard himself. William Shakespeare not 
only as a timeless playwright, but also a prolific 
inventor of words.  
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ART WORKSHOP with JEN JONES 
WEDNESDAY October 9  11am - 2pm $50.00 

SILK PAINTING 
SATURDAY October 12  10am - 3pm $94.00 

FREE HEARING CHECKS 

MONDAY October 21  1pm - 3.30pm FREE 

FRACTURED STAR QUILT    

WEDNESDAY November 13    10am - 3pm  $44.00 

 

LUNCH & LEARN 

Wednesday October 16 
11am - 2pm 

Come along to the Centre and see what you can do 
ONLINE! - Lunch is Provided 

Bring Your Phone, or Your Ipad - or Use one of Ours! 
 

RSVP - 5286 0700 
Leah - admin@meredithcommunitycentre.com.au 

 

FREE CLASSES - DIGITAL SPRINGBOARD  
 Spreadsheets for Beginners 

 Introduction to Email 

 Social Media Strategy 

 Writing for Social Media 

 Get Started with Code 

 Starting your Own Business 
Register Your Interest Now - 

admin@meredithcommunitycentre.com.au 

COMING UP @ MEREDITH 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

W: www.meredithcommunitycentre.com.au 

E: learnlocal@meredithcommunitycentre.com.au 

http://www.facebook.comMeredithCommunityCentre 

4 Russell St.   Meredith Vic. 3333     Ph. 5286 0700 

    Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 9am to 3pm   

Friday Closed  

We are very excited to have secured funding for some 
fantastic programs coming up at the Centre and what is 
better is that they are all free 

 

DIGITAL SPRINGBOARD 

The first is Digital Springboard is a program 
by Infoxchange and Google to help people learn the 
digital skills they need to thrive in work and life. It is a 
community-based learning program, working to address 
identified digital skill gaps to ensure no one is left behind 
in today’s digital world. By attending a Digital 
Springboard course, you can improve your digital skills 
and open up new employment and career opportunities. 
We have already run 10 very successful workshops with 
seed funding and have now secured funding for another 
10 programs. See our whats on section above for some of 
the progams available 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondly we have funding through the Good Things 
Foundation for several Be Connected opportunities. 

Our Get Online week FREE lunch and Learn. See more 
above and on our website. 

and drum roll please  

We have been selected to be a pilot partner in the Be 
connected  Digital health mentor program. 

We will have more information as the program rolls out 
but in a nutshell we will have 2 e-health mentors trained 
to assist you in finding out how to navigate the new My 
Health Record and help you to find out safe and reliable 
information about health related issues.  

 

 

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 





Figure 1: MNWF Rotor lift

Figure 2: MNWF wind turbine



Figure 3: Component Delivery at Port of Geelong








