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DO NOT PRINT 

Emergency Numbers 

Police, Ambulance, Fire    

(from mobile phone) 

Meredith Police Station  

Power Failure       

Nurse-On-Call   

Mental Health Advice 

Poisons Information        

Barwon Water     

SES Emergency -  flood 

& storm help:  

24 Hour Helpline    

24 Hour Drug &  

Alcohol Counselling  

Kids Help Line  

 24hr 5-18yo    

Golden Plains Shire   

 A.H. emergencies 

 Ranger  

 

Bannockburn Vet   

Injured Wildlife 

000 

000 or 112 

5286 1222 

132 412 

1300 606024 

1300 280 737 

13 11 26 

1300 656 007 

 

132 500 

1800 629 572 

 

1800 888 236 

 

1800 551 800    

1300 363 036 

0408 508 635 

5220 7111 or 

0409 830 223  

5281 1221 
13000 wildlife    

Geelong Regional Library Van 
At the Meredith Community Centre  

1-3pm  14th Dec. For later dates, check 

www.geelonglibraries.vic.gov.au   

Maternal Infant & Childcare Nurse 
Call  52207230 to make an appointment at 

the Meredith Community Centre  

13th Dec: 10, 24 Jan ‘13 7th, 21st Feb ‘13 

Senior Citizens  
Meet at the Meredith Memorial Hall 
Ph.  Jim  5286 8232 3rd December.   

 New members are always welcome 

Community Contacts 
Community Centre-Joan     5286 1348 

Primary School-Doug      5286 1313 

Kindergarten-Kim    5286 1227 

Police Station- Greg       5286 1222 

Red Cross– Mel   5286 1558 

CWA-Joan   5286 1559 

Tennis Club-Julie  5286 1211   

Jnr Footy Club-Jaron Munday    0430 587674    

M’bool Valley Masters- Mick 0408 545 246 

Recreation Reserve- Gordon      0429 841399  
Memorial Hall-Lynn   5286 1566 

Hall Bookings-Sandra 5286 1545  

Golf Club- Denis                              5341 5748 

Senior Citizens-Jim  5286 8232  

Cemetery Trust-Dawn   5286 1274  

Motor Cycle Club- Mark  0437 009250  

Angling Club- Daryl  5354 3879 

Advanced  Meredith-Di                  5286 1291 

CFA- Robert Cooke                        5286 1346 

Let us know if you want your Community  

number added or changed, or you know of one 

that should. 

Justices of the Peace 
Mr R Cooke Meredith     5286 1346 

Mr H Woerner Meredith     5286 1402 

Mrs S W Dynon Steiglitz    5281 9223      

Mr G Leslie Bannockburn     5281 1854 

Mr P Ryan  Elaine      0409 861296 

Elaine CFA  Scrap metal collection 

as a fundraiser Ph  David  0418 993239 

Junior Fire Brigade Training fortnightly 

on Mon’s 5.30 pm. Ph Sam 0417 533516 
 

Elaine Mechanics Hall Committee - 

Jayne 53415596 

Hall for Hire Heating and Cooling  
 

Elaine Recreation Reserve 

Committee  Try out the tennis courts, 

bring your own racquet. 

Room with facilities for Hire    Ideal 

for meetings  Contact Ron  53415703 

Elaine Tennis Club   

Contact Shane 0448 291 074 

Elaine Cricket Club  

Murray Arnel 0428264103 

U14 Elaine/Meredith cricket  

  Rod Armstrong  0400 078 752 

  Cubs: Meet School Term Wed.  6.30 -

8.00pm    Amanda 03 5281 9497 

Scouts: Meet School Term Tue. 7.00 – 

9.00pm    Bruce 03 5284 1257 

Staughton Vale Hall, Staughton Vale. 

Community 

 
“Maybe Christmas, the Grinch thought, doesn't 
come from a store.” 
     Dr. Seuss  

   

Meredith &  

District News  
     The Meredith and District News is              

published by a volunteer  

sub-committee of the Meredith  

Community Centre comprising: Jim 

Elvey, Trudy Mitchell, Dawn 

Macdonald and David Jones . 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Subject to the conditions outlined  

below, contributions accompanied by 

the contributor’s name (which will 

also be published) and contact details, 

are most welcome. Please email to 

news@meredithnews.com.au or 

deliver to the Meredith Corner Shop.   

DATES AND DEADLINES  

The Newsletter is distributed on the 

first Thursday of each month 

(except January). All advertisements 

and submissions must be lodged by 

the last Thursday of the preceding 

month, but earlier is really  

appreciated. 

ADVERTISING  

Advertising in the M&D Newsletter 

is a great way to let district residents 

know about your business. Contact us 

or go online for full details and 

lodgement forms. Rates are: 

Business Card $14.00  

Quarter page $25.00 

Half page $40.00  

Full page        $80.00* 

Classifieds  FREE** 
*$20 loading for preferred position 

**For small, personal notices from            

residents. Otherwise $7.50 or $5.00 if paid 
on lodgement.  

Community Groups can have a 1/4 page 

ad for free or a $25.00 discount on larger 

ads. (conditions apply)   

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

If you are outside our delivery area 

you can subscribe for only $10.00 p.a. 

(11issues) and get the Meredith and 

District News posted to you anywhere 

in Australia. 

CONTACT US 

Post: Post Office, Meredith, 3333 

Email: news@meredithnews.com.au 

Ph: (BH ONLY please) Jim 5286 1273 

or Dawn (accounts) 5286 1274. 

WEB 

You can check back copies and lodge 

comments at meredithnews.com.au  
DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed by  

contributors are not necessarily those 

of the publishers. The publishers may 

edit or reject contributions and accept 

no responsibility for errors or 

omissions.  

Next DEADLINE: Thu. 31st Jan 2013 
PLEASE NOTE: NO JANUARY ISSUE 

 ELAINE 

 ANAKIE 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss102623.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/drseuss102623.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/dr_seuss.html
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New Meredith 
Community Plan 

The new Community Plan for Meredith is currently 

under discussion.  Several meetings have been held 

with the Community Coordinator Christine Wallis 

based on the previous plan which was produced in 

2010.  It is now important that the residents of 

Meredith and District have their opportunity to 

contribute.  A summary of the plan will be posted by 

the Golden Plains Council to all residents in the 3333 

postcode area within the next two weeks. The full 

plans will be available for people to study at three 

locations, Coco Monkey Café, Foxies and the 

Meredith Community Centre. The final Plan which is 

for the following two years,  is due for release in 

February next year. 

On December the 13th. at the Meredith 

Community Centre residents are encouraged to 

come and contribute their comments and suggestions. 

The consultation will be from 1pm till 3pm. 

Seniors Bus Trip  
to Daylesford 
Jim Hynds 
 

Some 18 members boarded the bus on November 5, 

introducing themselves to our new volunteer driver 

Alan, as they went on. On arrival at Daylesford we 

visited the lake and had a stroll around to stretch our 

legs. 

We then went to Glenlyon Road to view a Memorial 

and a beautiful roadside garden in memory of three 

children who died in 1867. 

William Graham, 6 years, Thomas Graham, 4 years 

and Alfred Burman, 5 years decided to look for wild 

goats in the forest beyond Wombat Creek on June 30, 

1867. Despite a massive search of the area their 

bodies were not found until 3 months later. They had 

passed away huddled together in a hollow tree near 

where the Memorial stands today. A sad story indeed! 

Then off to Daylesford for lunch and a walk around 

the Mill Market. Some members found some 

interesting things to purchase including a pair of red 

braces and a doll and pram. 

A pleasant afternoon tea was enjoyed by all before 

heading for home. A great day was had by all. Many 

thanks to our new driver Alan for a job well done. 

The Seniors Christmas Party is being held on 

Wednesday, December 5 at the Meredith Hall. 

Classifieds 

FREE 

Free to a good home: Second hand wooden baby cot Call 

Claire- 0439 347 503 

FOR SALE 

Chickens for sale from $5.00. Ph. 0430 282430 

 

Landcare 
June Cameron 

 

 
 

At the recent meeting of the Bamganie/Meredith Landcare 

Group it was reported that Roger Macraild the Victorian 

Serrated Tussock Working Party Extension Officer has 

been active in the district.  Other weeds reported in the 

area include Texas Needle Grass which has come up the 

highway during roadside mowing and is now appearing in 

paddocks, and a crop weed Flax Leaf Fleabane which was 

first seen in Queensland has also been seen in crops in the 

district. 

The Leigh Catchment Group of which we are a member is 

having a Christmas function in Buninyong on December 

11th. Details are available from Jenny Rile at the 

Buninyong office 5341 2364 

RABBIT ERADICATION PROGRAM MAUD 

LANDCARE GROUP. Our group will not be conducting 

a campaign but Maud has agreed that our landholders can 

join them. Pick up will be at Maud Recreation Reserve.  

Pindone and 1080 will both be available.  A current 

Chemical Users Certificate  is required  for those ordering 

1080.  Prices for carrots are not known at this stage but it 

is expected that they will be the same as last year. The 

dates for their campaign have been confirmed for 

February 2013 starting on Friday 22nd  then Monday 

25th  and Thursday 28th.  Further details from. Lex Stray 

52819293,  or  Elaine Johns 52819395 

Our bait layers are available for use by members and may 

be hired by non-members. 

NEXT MEETING Tuesday 12th February 2013 at the 

Meredith community Centre 8pm 

Did We Say 40? 
 

Our December issue cover had to go 

to the printer before the copy deadline. 

At that stage, we thought we were 

going to have our first 40 page issue, and said so. We 

were wrong...it’s our first 44 page issue!  

A very warm thank you to the many contributors and 

advertisers that make it possible for us to grow. 
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Church News 
Meredith  

Community Centre, Inc. 
      4 Russell Street Meredith 3333 

          PH 5286 1348      Fax 52861 563     
             “Working for our community” 

ANGLICAN  

PARISH OF INVERLEIGH BANNOCKBURN MEREDITH 

Weekly services, baptisms, weddings, funerals, pastoral care.  Rev 

Elizabeth Bufton, Vicarage: 52651284; 

Church Office 52812553; Mob. 0437524864. 

Service times:    Meredith  

11.00am 2nd Sunday at Uniting Church, Holy Communion 

11.00am 4th Sunday Anglican Church  Holy Communion 

Bannockburn  

10.30am 1st, 3rd Sundays Holy Communion  

10.30am 3rd Sunday  Family Service 

6.00pm 4th Sunday  Prayer & Praise 

Inverleigh 

8.45am 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays  Holy Communion  

10.00am 4th Sunday   Morning Prayer 

11.00am  5th Sunday    Holy Communion 

Parish Office, Byron St. Bannockburn.  Open Wed; call in for cuppa & 

chat.    Enquiries, Parish Secretary, Fay McFarlane; Office 52812553, 

Home, 52861283; Mob 0407502794. 

MORRISONS ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Contact: 5368 1342. 9am every 2nd & 4th Sunday and a combined 

service at one of our three churches on the 5th Sunday in the month. 

UNITING CHURCH  Monthly Combined Holy Communion services. 

2nd Sunday, 11am at Meredith Uniting Church 

4th Sunday at 11am at Meredith Anglican Church 

1st & 3rd Sunday at 9.45 at Buninyong Uniting Church 

 Enquires Doug McFarlane 52861283.  

SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH: Fr. Theodore—Ph. 5341 5568 

Holy Liturgy 10am every Sun, Sat & Major Feast Days. 

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF AUSTRALIA. St. Marys House 

of Prayer Elaine Solemn mass Sundays 10.00am. Rosary and Vespers 

Saturday 5.00pm. Confessions by appointment Fr. James Ph. 5341 5544 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

MEREDITH & ANAKIE CATHOLIC  CHURCHES 

Baptisms, weddings, funerals, pastoral care. Father Herman  52861230 

St. Joseph's Catholic Parish Meredith 

Bannockburn - Mass every Sunday @ 9 a.m. 

Winchelsea - Mass every Saturday @ 6 p.m. 

Anakie Mass @ 11 a.m. Sunday Dec 9th/23rd and Jan 6th/20th 

Meredith Mass @ 11 a.m. Sunday Dec. 2nd/16th/30th and Jan. 

13th/27th 

Meredith Playgroup          

Come & visit us every Thursday @  

Meredith  Community Centre from  

10am until 12 noon. 

Mums, Dads, Grandparents & Carers all welcome. 

$2 per family a week.   Play,  craft, organized 

For more info all Jo   0418 125 250                                 

 

 

.mch@netconnect.com.au  

 www.meredithcc.com.au 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Uniting Church: Christmas Eve, 24th Dec. 10pm a combined 

service at Meredith Uniting church. All most welcome. 

Anglican Church: Meredith: Sunday 23rd Dec 11am-combined 

Holy Communion service at Meredith Anglican Church.                     

Bannockburn: Christmas Eve 24th Dec- “The Christmas Story” 

photo shoot by the youth at 5pm. Meet in pub car park, come 

dressed as a Sheppard, angel or a Galilean. Followed by a family 

service at St Johns Anglican Church, Byron St at 6pm. Enquires 

Wendy Wood 52 841 492 

Inverleigh: St Pauls- Christmas Eve 24th Dec Service 8pm. 

Bannockburn: Christmas Day 25th Dec. St Johns Bannockburn. 

9am   

St. Joseph’s Parish:  

Christmas Eve, December 24th 

Bannockburn Family Mass  6.00pm 

Anakie  8.00pm 

Meredith  10.00pm  Carols 15 minutes before     
Christmas Day Tuesday December 25th 

Winchelsea 8 a.m. 
Bannockburn  10 a.m. 

 

Happy Holiday Wishes from  
Meredith Community Centre 
 

The Committee of 
Management, staff and 
volunteers would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all 
members of Meredith and 
District communities a very 
peaceful and safe holiday  
season.   
 

We appreciate the 
 support from the community  
over the past year and look  
forward to continuing to 
engage members through the 
courses, activities and 
services on offer Centre in 
2013! Look out for our 
Summer brochure which will 
be available mid-January. 

CHRISTMAS IN MEREDITH  
 

Join with your community to help celebrate Christmas 

2012 by coming to Meredith's Ecumenical Christmas 

Carols at St. Joseph's Church Lawler Street, Meredith 

on Sunday December 23rd at 7.30 p.m. 

Children are invited to come dressed as their favourite 

Christmas bible character.  Supper provided. 
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meredithPolicenews 

Leading Senior Constable Greg Kitchen 

Golden Plains Shire’s New Council 
 

Golden Plains Shire Council’s representatives, successful at the 

triennial elections in October, include three returning 

councillors, two new faces and  two former councillors. They 

are:  
 

Nathan Hansford (new) 

Greg Vaughan (former) 

Bill McArthur (returning) 

Jenny Blake (returning) 

Des Phelan (former) 

Andrew Cameron (new) 

Helena Kirby (returning) 
 

Golden Plains Shire CEO Rod Nicholls congratulated the 

successful Councillors and said the Council and the community 

held high expectations for the newly elected team.  
 

Cr Blake was elected Mayor at a subsequent meeting. 

(from media releases) 

Since the publication of the October police article I have had 

some annual leave and was unable to report in the November 

Newsletter. I am however fairly happy to be able to report that 

crime seems to have slowed somewhat within the area. 

On Monday the 8th October at about 2.30 a.m., two offenders 

were disturbed committing a burglary at the Elaine general store. 

These offenders had gained entry via a side roller door where 

they were disturbed thankfully without stealing any property. 

This matter is currently being investigated by detectives at the 

Moorabool CIU and we are confident that offenders will be 

charged very shortly in relation to this matter. 

On Saturday the 10th November sometime after 10.30 p.m., a 

white coloured Holden utility which was reported as stolen 

collided with a fence in Wallace Street, Meredith when believed 

to be travelling towards Ballarat. This matter is also under 

investigation at present. 

As Christmas and the holiday season rapidly approaches, 

Victoria Police will be running a series of traffic operations 

which will target driver behaviour and drink driving. Recently, 

on Thursday the 1st November, I ran an operation in Meredith 

which involved the use of the ANPR (Automated Number Plate 

recognition). Approximately 1300 motor vehicles were checked 

from about 3 pm until 7 pm. Several vehicles were detected for 

offences including unregistered and outstanding warrants.   I 

will be running another operation prior to Christmas. 

The final Meredith ‘Blue Light’ disco will be held again at the 

Meredith Hall on Friday the 30th November. Disco Des from 

Ballarat will be there again and we will be giving away kids 

bikes and other great prizes to some lucky kids. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all a very safe and 

prosperous Christmas and new year and please stay safe while 

on the roads. 

Greg KITCHEN    Leading Senior Constable 

Meredith Police Station. 

Kindergarten News 
 Jodie, Sue and Sharlene.  

 

The term is flying by and we are getting prepared for 

Christmas activities and planning our end of year concerts.  

Ho!  Ho!  Ho!  Here comes the glitter and sparkles!!  

The 4 year old group has been on two excursions, walking 

up to Meredith primary school to meet with Rosemary and 

some of the school children. We have been shown around 

the school, met some teachers and had a great time playing 

in the playground. The children are very happy and 

relaxed about starting school next year.  It's been a 

positive start to the transition process especially with the 

help and encouragement from Rosemary Gargan and the 

Grade 5 & prep children. It's lovely to have such a strong 

connec t ion  be tween k inder  and  schoo l .  

The 4 year old group have been discovering colours over 

the past month using the primary colours to explore the 

different shades and hues. We are using wood materials 

for our collage and doing bright pastings at the easel. Our 

home corner is a Post Office where the children can 

practise letter recognition and writing notes to post in 

envelopes.  

The 3 year old group have been doing marble painting, 

play dough, collage and loving the dress ups again. They 

are all excited about the Christmas concert and are hoping 

they get a special visit from Santa. 

We had a lovely surprise visit from our neighbours, who 

have a beautiful big lemon tree that we can see out the 

window. They did an act of kindness and picked a whole 

basket full of lemons for us to use. We have made lemon 

scented play dough and lemon prints and we are going to 

make lemonade and lemon cake this week. Yummy! What 

a lovely thing to do. 

Both groups are practising songs at group time for the 

Christmas concert, the children are starting to talk about 

the end of year and some don't want it to end, they love 

kinder so much!  

A big end of year Thank You to Stefania and the whole 

committee for great support to the teachers and helping in 

a variety of ways; we really appreciate it. 

We sadly say good bye and good luck to our lovely 

cleaner Louise, who is finishing up. Louise is a talented 

artist and will be spending more time doing what she loves 

best, painting!! We look forward to inviting her back for a 

few art lessons with the children next year. 

Thank you  to Mrs Cooke who has been a great organiser 

of the scholastic book club this year, she also does a great 

job helping to cover our new books with contact for our 

library. 

We are looking forward to the colourful Christmas 

celebrations with the children and families and wish all 

our families a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year. 

See you in 2013 

(See President's Report on page 10) 
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 SIL’S MEREDITH 
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE 

 

LEADLIGHT POLISHING 
GENERAL GLASS CLEANING 

 

CALL SILVANO ON 
 

MOBILE  0458 006 294 
A/H  0352 861 543 

 

WINDOW WASHING 

The Sod is Turned 
from media release 
 

Putting Meredith on the tourist map is one step closer 

this week after construction commenced at the site of 

the local Meredith Visitor Information Centre. 

Golden Plains Shire CEO Rod Nicholls was pleased 

to see the project underway with such strong 

community support. “This project was developed by 

the Meredith community through the Golden Plains 

Shire Community Planning Program and it is exciting 

to see onsite works commence,” said Mr Nicholls. 

Council resolved to award the contract for 

construction of the Meredith Visitor Information 

Centre to Q Construction at the September ordinary 

meeting of Council. Q Construction has recently 

completed successful projects with the City of 

Ballarat and St John of God Hospital. 

Preliminary site preparation has been completed with 

the program of works scheduled to take place over 

the summer months.  

(See page 11 for further report) 

Below: With  Shire Community Projects Officer, Paul Ryan, 

Advance Meredith members Faye McFarlane, June Cameron 

and John Diffey at the sod turning ceremony. 
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  sports 

A Golf Champion 
Marg Cooper 
 

David Rees is a 31 year old who grew up at 

Lethbridge and started playing golf with his father 

Peter at the Meredith Golf Club when he was 11 or 

12. By the time he was 16 he was Meredith’s Junior 

Champion and after winning a club event he had the 

honour of representing Meredith in a mixed 

competition at the Victorian Golf Course to play for 

the Queen Elizabeth Trophy with his Dad as caddy. 

It was a great experience for him. David also played 

tennis, a sport in which he excelled often travelling 

around Victoria with his coach Les McInerney to play 

at various events. He played mixed netball and 

cricket for Lethbridge and it was clear that he loved 

sport. 

Then came a few wild, fun years at university where 

David continued to enjoy netball and tennis while 

adding football and soccer to his list of sporting 

activities. 

David then lived overseas for a couple of years, 

including five months in Zimbabwe where he played 

cricket and enjoyed fishing with his relatives and 6 

months working in the ski fields in Colorado where 

he got the hang of skiing and snow boarding in his 

spare time. 

He then spent a year in England before coming back 

to Australia and resuming his interest in golf. Last 

year he won the Inverleigh Open and was runner up 

in the Bannockburn Open. 

His dedication to golf has seen him mow a large piece 

of council land in Port Melbourne where he lives so 

he can practice his chipping and it has paid off 

because 2012 has been very successful for him. He 

has won 5 major events at his home club Lakeside in 

Albert Park. He also played for Lakeside’s winning 

division one pennant team where he was able to keep 

his cool and beat his opponent 7/6. His opponent was 

off a handicap of 1 and David was off  3. His latest 

achievement was to win the Victorian Golf League 

Championship where he received the Dennis Farrell 

Memorial Shield. 

Congratulations Golf Champ! 

Right: A smiling David Rees shows off 

another one for the cabinet. 

 

Did you know that according to the song, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer", Santa has twelve reindeer? Sure, in the introduction it goes "There's Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, Comet and Cupid and Donner and Blitzen..." That makes eight reindeer.  

Then there's Rudolph, of course, so that makes nine. But then there's Olive. You know, "Olive the other reindeer used to laugh..." That makes ten. The eleventh is Howe. You know, "Then Howe the reindeer loved him..." Eleven reindeer. Oh, and number 12? That's Andy! "Andy shouted out with glee."  
The proof is in the song!  
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BANNOCKBURN 

 TYRE SERVICE 
Need Tyres???      Maguires 

 

60 Holder Road, Bannockburn   (Business Estate) 
 

Phone: 5281 1666   

Mobile 0429 322 549 Fax 5281 1266 
 

* All brands of Tyres * Steering & Suspension 

  * Brakes      * Batteries 

    * On farm Service       *  Grease & Oil Changes 

       *Wheel alignments           *Mechanical Repairs 

          *Car & Truck Tyre Repair 

WOODY’S 

HAY 
CONTRACTING 

 

MOWING              RAKING 

ROUND BALING 

 

HAY – STRAW 

 

ALSO HAY FOR SALE 

 

TOBY 0407 438 978   

 CHRIS 0432 926 521 

 

GRASS WANTED 
 

FOR HAY PRODUCTION 
 

Large or Small Acreage 
 

Contact Toby on 0407438978  
or Chris on 0432 926521 

Meredith's Teacher of 
the Year 
Doug Cations 
 

Meredith Primary School staff member, Ben 

Gallagher, has been named Victoria’s IT Teacher of 

the Year for his work within the information & 

communication technologies (ICT) area. He has 

provided the students of Meredith Primary School 

with outstanding learning opportunities, having 

introduced a range of innovative practices into the 

school such as the “Digital Sandpit” and “iLearning.” 

He was selected to take part in the Innovating with 

Technology Game-Based Learning Research Trial  in 

2011 and, as a result, he and Meredith PS colleague, 

Fairlie Pritchard, were selected to be a part of an 

Education Department Case Study, looking into the 

work that they have done within the ICT area. Further 

on from this, Ben took up an opportunity to write for 

the Department’s  “Playing for Real” teacher resource 

game that will be part of its “FUSE” teacher resource 

web site.  

Ben presented at the Victorian Information 

Technology Teachers Association  Conference last 

year and this year at the “International Society for 

Technology in Education” Conference in San Diego.   

The school now receives regular visits from teachers 

throughout the state to see what Ben is doing in the 

information technology field. While he is right to 

point out the planning, work and support provided by 

his Meredith colleagues, his efforts certainly deserve 

to be recognised. 

Below: MPS teacher, Ben Gallagher, with a group of interested 

students at the leading edge of ICT in education. 

http://www.iste.org
http://www.iste.org
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     FOR RELIABLE, LOCAL LPG SERVICE DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 

                                                         ASK 

Elaine General Store 
YOUR LOCAL UNITED GAS DEALER 

         Elaine General Store 
United Gas is pleased to announce that Elaine General Store 

are delivering United Gas to your area. 

Elaine General Store will supply  competitive 45kg, 

            forklift and BBQ gas cylinder refills in a reliable and friendly manner. 
 45kg Domestic and Commercial Cylinder applications 

 Fork lift Cylinders (15kg Aluminium Cylinders) 

 Refills BBQ and Camping Cylinders 

 Bulk Gas Quotations supplied   
         Please contact the team at Elaine General Store 

         To arrange your next United Gas LPG delivery 

Elaine General Store 

Contact Paul Ryan: Ph: 53 415 572  or 0409 861 296 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 

STORE 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
 

CALL US NOW FOR A  

COMPETITIVE GAS PRICE 

Wilma Webb Celebrates 
her 80

th
 

Marg Cooper 
 

Wilma‘s mother ran a Post Office at Mead between 

Kerang and Cohuna. Her father was officially the 

Post Master but he worked as a contractor and 

blacksmith. When he died, Wilma’s mother moved 

the family of nine children to a dairy farm near 

Kerang where she share farmed and supplied most of 

the town with fresh milk. 

After leaving school Wilma learned dressmaking and 

tailoring in Melbourne. She met Ron Webb, they 

married, built their first house in Kerang, worked in a 

local store and had two daughters, Trudy and Kylie. 

They moved to Colac to run a Newsagency and then 

bought a Newsagency and Post Office in North 

Burnley. 

They were there for 16 years before buying the 

Alphington Post Office. 

Wilma says it was like semi retirement at Alphington 

after the long hours, from 4 am-7.30pm at Burnley. 

She also relieved in the Post Offices at Bannockburn 

and Meredith. 

In 1986 they bought about 40 acres at Bamganie with 

a hayshed, only five trees and overlooking the Leigh 

River. They built a garage and camped in it at 

weekends, before building a house. They planted 

hundreds of trees and a garden and planned to retire 

there. 

Ron had always been a CFA volunteer so while living 

in Melbourne he was invited to help at the Fire 

Museum in East Melbourne. This became a life long 

passion for Wilma and Ron. Wilma helped on stalls, 

cooked and used her tailoring skills to dress bears as 

firemen which sold for about $70 each to raise funds 

for the Museum. She only stopped dressing the poplar 

bears two years ago. Wilma is a Life Member of the 

Museum. 

Wilma and Ron retired in 1997 and moved to their 

country retreat. Sadly Ron was diagnosed with cancer 

a week after he retired and died in that year. 

Wilma celebrated her birthday with a party for 80 

invited guests in the Meredith Hall on Saturday, 

October 27. The guests were encouraged to dress in 

30’s gear and they enjoyed a buffet lunch catered for 

by the Meredith Kindergarten. 
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Another Busy & 
Successful Year  
Stefania Parkinson 
 

It has been another busy and successful year at the 

Meredith Kindergarten. Recently we had our 2012 

AGM and following are a few extracts from my 

report. 

At the beginning of the year there was much 

anticipation and excitement surrounding the 

commencement of the new Director. At the same 

time we welcomed a temporary three year old group 

teacher. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention that the first 

half of this year was not stress free and without 

incident. I also believe that reflecting on the past is 

counter-productive and therefore I would like to 

focus on the positives and the overall wonderful year 

that we have had. 

At the beginning of third term we welcomed Jodie 

Trevaskis our 4 year old teacher and Sue Joos our 

three year old teacher. Immediately the kinder 

returned to the wonderful, welcoming environment 

that we all expect. 

Sharlene Jury is the ‘glue stick’ of our kinder and we 

are incredibly lucky to have her. We appreciate 

everything that she does and thank her for her efforts 

during the year. 

Earlier this year we saw the last of our major projects, 

being the erection of shade sails, completed. Working 

bees during the year ensure that the space is always 

neat and tidy and we sincerely thank Joel Aitken and 

more recently David Jones for keeping the grounds 

mown and weed free. 

Thank you to Wendy Cooke for her continuous work 

helping out with many tasks. Thanks also to Martin 

and Jo Peters who continue to look after our IT 

problems. Matt Reichman, Terry Collins and Matt 

Fisher for doing odd jobs, James and Janie Knight for 

always donating their pork sausages and Emmanuel 

& Sandra Theron who recently volunteered their time 

and expertise to take all of the kinder children’s 

photos. 

I wish to thank Louise our cleaner who unfortunately 

has decided to hang up her mop at the end of the year. 

Louise has been cleaning our kinder to an extremely 

high standard for 13 years. We thank her for her 

contribution and wish her well for the future. 

We have been extremely fortunate to have a very 

talented and enthusiastic fundraising coordinator for 

the past two years, Kelly Murfitt. Her efforts are 

tireless and this can be seen through the many 

projects that she undertakes. 

In addition to catering, other fundraising for the year 

included the KPV Raffle and the Bunnings Ballarat 

BBQ just to name a few. 

Kelly is also in the process of organizing three 

Market Days to be held at the Hall next year. We also 

acknowledge the Meredith Music Festival which is 

held in March and December. Andrew Cooke has 

been our Tucker Tent coordinator for the past two 

years. There is a significant amount of work 

associated with organizing a shift at the festival and 

we thank Andrew sincerely for donating his time. 

I’d also like to thank Matthew Dawson and Heidi 

Preston from Golden Plains Shire.  

Finally I would personally like to thank each of the 

active committee members of 2012. I wish the 

incoming committee a very happy, productive and 

successful 2013. 

Congratulations to the following new Committee 

Members for 2013. 

President    Stefania Parkinson 

Vice President    Kristy Cochrane 

Secretary    Pip McLane 

Treasurer    Jo Kemp 

Enrolments Officer   Rachel Buchanan 

Fundraising Coordinator  Kelly Murfitt 

Tucker Tent    Andrew Cooke 

General Members  

Ben Murfitt, Louise Cooke, Sharon Rabusin Judith 

Wood, Chris Wood, Sandra Theron, Claire Downie, 

Matt Reichman and Sheryl Nettleton 
 

Merry Christmas to the Meredith Community 

and thank you for supporting the Meredith 

Kindergarten. 
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Is That the Time? 
 

December has five Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays.  

According to an internet flyer we received, this only 

happens every 834 years. “So what” did you say? Well, 

the flyer explains - and the web is a  highly regarded 

It’s on it Way 
After spending a lot of time on the drawing board, the 

Meredith Visitors’ Centre is at last underway and will 

be open for business not too far into the new year. 

Council is currently going through the process of 

seeking planning approval for its use in readiness for 

setting up an operational building. There will be 

further consultations with residents as this display 

and information facility finds its place in the 

community. 

From the drawing board, the elevations below give a 

sense of the finished building which will certainly 

enhance the presentation of the town to passing 

travellers. 

information source -  the Chinese call this phenomena 

“The Money Bag”. (We can only be thankful someone has 

remembered this, all that time!) According to the 

principles of Feng Shui, you have to forward this on 

within four days to receive money. (We’ve noticed Feng 

Shui applies to a lot of web flyers!) Well, good luck. 

Another piece of temporal trivia we have noticed 

ourselves - and not yet a legend, (but be patient) - is that 

this month your German digital clock will read 20:12 

20:12 2012.  Something like this has been happening 

every year for a while now, but it won’t happen again until 

9.01 pm on the 21st January, 2101, about 83 years away. 

And the good news is, you don’t have to tell anyone about 

it  - although nothing good (or bad) will necessarily 

happen to you. 

Note: This soon-to-be-legend does not apply in the USA. 

South Elevation 

North Elevation 

West Elevation East Elevation 
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“GLASS”                                    

Glass cut to size 
~Doors, windows, mirrors 

~All glass replacements 

~Tractor cabin windows 

~Made to order leadlight 

~Personalised service 

Ph 5341 5500 
 

200 Midland Hwy Elaine 3334 

Free 

Quotes 

..and the Queen Replied! 
Marg Cooper 
 

Readers may remember that Cathy of “Apricot with 

Attitude” at Lethbridge made special biscuits and cakes to 

celebrate the queen’s Diamond Jubilee after her English 

penfriend sent her crown cookie cutters and jubilee patty 

pans. 

Raymond Kelly encouraged Cathy to write to the Queen to 

congratulate her and to explain how Lethbridge had 

celebrated and how they remembered her visit on the train 

in 1954. 

Raymond found the address and the procedure to write to 

the Queen, and 

although it took a 

little time, the 

Queen replied! 

C a t h y  a n d 

Raymond are 

a b s o l u t e l y 

t h r i l l ed  and 

C a t h y ’ s 

penfriend Jan 

thinks that she is 

f a m o u s  i n 

Lethbridge, for 

making this all 

happen. 
Cathy and her letter from the Queen  
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EXTENDED TRADING HOURS 
 

Monday-Wednesday 6am-7pm 
Thursday-Saturday 6am-8pm 

Sunday 8am-8pm 

Phone   

   orders      

welcome 

52 861 210 

phone           

orders       

welcome 

52 861 210 

NOW OPEN  
SATURDAY 

Post Office Hours  
Monday - Friday   

9am - 5pm 
Saturday 9am-12 noon 

 
  

ALL          

POST      

OFFICE  

Enquiries 

please phone         

52 861 243 

ALL          

POST      

OFFICE  

Enquiries 

please    

phone         

52 861 243 

Staff &  

Management would 

like to thank all our 

customers for your 

continued support!  

We wish everyone a 

Very  Happy and 

Safe Christmas &  

New Year. 

 



Meredith & District News Page 14 December 2012  

 

 

 

        

 

  0439 712 890 
67 Moreillon Blvd Bannockburn  VIC 3331   PO Box 325 Bannockburn VIC 3331  

tmccredden@struckaccounting.com.au 

Don’t leave potentially costly errors unchecked. 
 

 Tax Planning      Bookkeeping 

 Self Managed Super      BAS & IAS  

 Super Funds      Payroll, PAYG & Super 

Individual Tax returns from just $99 

***After hours and Saturday appointment available*** 

Fantasia  Hair 
Beautiful hair everyday 

Mobile in home service 

 
Specialising in  

Ladies, men and children 

Organic products 

Ph 0402 298 205 
Christine Fairchild 
Qualified hairdresser 

christine@fantasiahair.com.au 

 

COOPELEC  Pty. Ltd. 
ACN 107 044 217 

 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL  

REQUIREMENTS 
 

CALL: MURRAY  COOPER 

0417 518 930 

Fax: 03 5341 2352 
P.O. Box 267 

Buninyong, 3357                   Rec: 00582 

mailto:tmccredden@struckaccounting.com.au
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MASSAGE 

THERAPIST 
AAMT Member 

 

Meredith Community Centre 
 Russell St Meredith  

 

Full body 1 hour  $70  

Half Body 30mins. $40  

Head and shoulders  20mins. $30 
 

              By Appointment 

            Wednesday  1pm - 4pm 

            Friday 9am - 12pm 
 

              Phone Janice on 

       53415 586  or  0409 212 499 
 
 

 

Gift Certificates 

Available for  

Birthdays and 

Christmas 

 

 

Livestock & 

General Cartage 
 

also available 

Bulk cartage of grain  

and fertilizer 

 

Truck & Trailer “Tippers” 

Paul Ryan 

Transport 

hand, I don’t have to stick a lovingly written list 

on the fridge, because Santa usually sends me a 

sneaky text asking what I’d like for Christmas. I 

have been sent, for my approval, photos of 

potential gifts as Mrs Claus hits the stores. 

Some years, when the elves were busy doing the 

Christmas cooking, or just needing to retire for a nice 

nap with the blinds down, I’ve been enlisted to 

wrestle with wrapping paper and sticky tape. On the 

other hand, though, there are no surprises. When Mrs 

Claus is yelling ‘Well, which one do you want? Hurry 

up and decide!’ over the phone, with the scuffling and 

squabbling of several hundred frenzied shoppers in 

the background...well, a little bit of the magic 

disappears. 

My family don’t really do the picture-perfect TV 

Christmas. We hurry from one gathering to the next, 

kiss the cheeks of once-a-year relatives, sit on 

mismatched chairs around mismatched tables, and 

awkwardly try to relax while keeping track of who’s 

cross with who this year. But then, finally, just the 

eight of us head for home. We’re smiling tiredly 

because at the end of that one day of stress and strain, 

we feel lucky. We’ve got each other. We’ve also got a 

whole 12 months to recuperate. 

Merry Christmas! 

   Mollie’s COLUMN 

  ‘Tis the Season 
 

‘Tis the season of secrets and spice, ribbons and 

wrapping, family and food...and maybe the odd fight. 

Christmas has crept up again, and once more I find 

myself wandering around in that state of blinking 

bewilderment that hits every year when the calendar 

flips to December. Where on earth did the rest of the 

year get to? I was going to start my Christmas 

shopping early this year! 

At home in Bamganie, the school forms and dentist 

appointment reminders that cover the fridge door 

through the rest of the year have been replaced by 

lists scrawled in coloured texta. The younger kids 

have written pleading letters to Santa in the hopes of 

unwrapping that one coveted present, while the 

teenagers’ lists are a little more prosaic and to the 

point (one particularly shrewd sister has produced an 

itemised list, in order of preference, complete with 

prices and store locations).  

Being the 24 year old daughter of a Christmas-loving 

family definitely has its pros and cons. On the one 
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Lolly Pop Lady Recycled 
Marg Cooper 
 

Dot Hearn is once again protecting State School children 

as they cross the Midland Highway in Meredith. She first 

did the job in the early 1980’s when her youngest children, 

Craig and Susie were attending the School. 

In those days the crossing had to be manned during the 

lunch hour as some children went home or to the shop for 

their lunch. Dot’s children would have their lunch with her 

in the car at the crossing. She believes that she may have 

been the first ever School Crossing Supervisor in 

Meredith. Back then, she didn’t have a shelter to protect 

her and there were no railings, into the crossing. 

When she got to the Post Office each morning, to her next 

job, Lorraine Fink would have hot coffee ready to thaw 

her out. 

Dot delivered mail to the Meredith town but when she 

won the contract to deliver mail to Bamganie she had to 

resign as the Crossing Supervisor as she couldn’t 

guarantee that she could be back in time. Dot was a terrific 

Mail Lady for over 29 years, delivering through rain, hail, 

sleet and snow. She delivered newspapers, groceries and 

anything that was required to be taken out including 

repaired tyres. 

She also worked in shearing sheds and was once a film 

star! 

 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
 

WATER CARTAGE 
Don’t want a Big Tanker? 

Can’t get it in? 
 

 GARGAN WATER CARTAGE  

Phone Andrew– 0428 301 701 

Or  0488 928 378 

$600K for Pre-School 
The State government announced last month that $600,000 

has been allocated to Golden Plains Shire for the 

construction of a new pre-school centre on Meredith 

Primary School land, next to the Community Centre.  

Committee President, Stefania Parkinson, says the new 

facility will allow for increased numbers and a sustainable 

service. It will comprise two early years rooms, sessional 

consulting space, storage, amenities and outdoor play 

spaces, and include additional space for Maternal and 

Child Health and other early years, health and community 

services. Project details and timing are not yet known. 
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Once again, the school year is quickly coming to an end as we head into a very busy December. 
We have our 2013 prep orientation sessions, year 1& 2 tea/sleepover, year 3 to 6 Ball Games, 
year 6 graduation day and school concert-just to mention a few things!  
 

November was also a very busy time with a range of camps and other activities taking 
place. Our year 4 students headed 
off to camp at Anglesea for three 
days and had a great time. From all 
reports the activities and food 
were terrific. The camp has a range 
of facilities including trampolines, 
low ropes, beach volleyball, rock 
climbing and a flying fox that were 
all very popular. It was great to 
hear how they enjoyed catching up 
with friends they have made from 
the other schools (Anakie, 
Inverleigh, Lethbridge, Little River 

& Shelford) who take part in our camping 
program 
 

We also had 6 students from years 5 & 6 take 
part in Somers Camp this year. The camp ran 
for 9 days and again there were many exciting 
activities and challenges provided for them. 
Bronwyn, from year 5, said her favorite activity 
was surfing.  She said she was homesick every 
now and then but because there was so much 
to do she quickly got over it. She also made 
new friends who go to schools such as Skipton, 
Mt Clear and Bannockburn.  
 

We heard terrific things about our students’ work that was entered into the Ballarat 
Show. Parents and staff members have been full of praise and pride about what they 
saw. The children from all grades entered lots of work. Their work ranged from 
handwriting, paper quilling, drawing, painting and collages and decorated shoes. Staff 
member and parent Simone Edmiston said, “Walking into the Art & Craft Exhibition at 
the Ballarat Show and seeing all the artwork and handwriting from Meredith Primary 
School was fantastic. There were many excited children from Meredith searching for 
their piece of work on display. Many of the students’ work had been recognised with an 
award or a place in various competitions. As a parent it was lovely to see my proud 
children looking for their work and pointing out the friend’s work and achievements. 
What talented children we have in the art & craft area at Meredith Primary School!” 
  
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FAMILIES WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US THROUGH THE YEAR, 
OUR HARDWORKING PFA FOR RAISING VALUABLE FUNDS TO ASSIST WITH THE 
RUNNING OF THE SCHOOL AND TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY WHO HELP US IN MANY 
WAYS. HAVE A GREAT CHRISTMAS AND A TERRIFIC START TO THE 2013 YEAR!  
 

Doug Cations ,Students and Staff of Meredith Primary School.  

Welcome  to       

 MEREDITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO OMITTED FROM ONLINE EDITION 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO OMITTED FROM ONLINE EDITION 
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CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

 ANTENNA  SERVICE Pty Ltd 
 

Master Technician with over 20 years experience 
 

SPECIALISTS  IN  
 New installations 
   * Service to existing Installations 
    * Melbourne & Regional Reception, including Ch. 31 
      * UHF—VHF—FM Video Systems 
           * Amplifiers and Signal Boosters 
               * Signal and on site testing 
                  * 5 year Warranty on all work 
                     * Tuning of TV sets &  VCR’s 
                        * Work performed to Antenna Technician  
       Association Standards 
                            * Advice – Quotes—Friendly Service 

All Areas 7 Days 

Mobile 0418 508 524            
 

  Ph. 5333 4441   Fax 5332 2435 
fbschaefer@bigpond.com 

Frank Schaefer    
 P.O Box 352W Ballarat 3350     

Warwick Mob 0408 508303 
Michael Mob 0429 867490 

CONTACT 
Warwick  Mob. 0408 508 303  

pitcherindustries@bigpond.com 

 

For monthly specials 

Please call 52 811 666 
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News from Meredith CERT Team 
David Mackay 

Meredith CERT President 
 

Recently a number of members of the team (Martin, 

Cathie, David, Jo and Mary) spent the weekend at Halls 

Gap in the Grampians for the annual Volunteers’ 

Conference. This conference is a chance for CERT 

members from across the Barwon South West and 

Grampians regions to get together to share experiences 

and add to their knowledge in developing their skills (and 

to have some fun as well). 

The conference was opened on Saturday morning by Greg 

Sassella, CEO of Ambulance Victoria (AV). Greg outlined 

some of the strategic directions AV will take in coming 

years. He also showed us what our new ‘blue’ uniforms 

will look like. The first day concentrated on Health and 

Wellbeing. That is, the health and wellbeing of our 

volunteers. All members were invited to have a workplace 

health check from an attending health professional. Each 

member was asked to outline their daily diet, if they 

smoked, and had their blood sugar and cholesterol levels 

assessed. A computer program then assisted the 

professional in advising whether or not they were at risk 

(e.g. of diabetes, heart attack etc).  The second part of the 

health check applied only to men-you guessed it-a 

prostrate check (for those that still have one!! 

A very open and moving presentation of life after prostate 

cancer was made by Tony Walker, Executive General 

Manager of AV. He spoke of his experience in being 

diagnosed with prostate cancer, how he reached his 

decision of having it removed (by a robot!!) and of the 

importance for men having their prostate regular checked 

by their GP. He emphasised it is not just a disease of old 

men. Young men under 40 have contracted this disease. 

He also spoke openly of how his libido was affected 

following the operation. He also stressed, to the women in 

the room, to get the men in their lives to visit their GP for 

the check. 

Saturday’s session also included a presentation on Stroke 

Management. The essential management being recognition 

of someone having a stroke (FAST)* and getting them to 

hospital within 4.5 hours for administration of a clot-

busting drug. 

Sunday’s session was most informative. It concentrated on 

the use of illicit drug-taking within the community. Alan 

Eade pointed out that alcohol abuse and its dependence is 

increasing in Australia. Its cost to us is over $15 billion 

per year, and results in around 3,000 deaths. This he 

compared to the road toll of fewer than 2,000 deaths per 

year. Alan went on to talk about other illicit drugs 

including GHB or Gamma Hydroxybutyric Acid-(date 

rape drug) that is derived from circuit board cleaner. He 

also mentioned a new drug recently being imported from 

the UK called bath salts (other names include White 

Lightening or Snow Leopard-not to be confused with the 

Macintosh operating system of the same name). 

The frightening statistic he quoted was that of all 

presentations to hospitals for drug abuse, 80% are for 

prescription drug use, while 20% are for illicit drugs. 

About 15 years ago, these percentages were reversed. We 

read in the paper where some of our Seniors are selling 

their prescription drugs to people to make money-

presumably to supplement their incomes. This is an 

alarming consequence. 

Overall, the conference was a great event. As a CERT 

group, Mary and Jo allowed themselves to be entered into 

a competition to win a baby resus annie (a baby doll for 

practicing CPR on). Despite their best efforts (see picture), 

our team came second (we should have won according to 

the audience) and received two very large boxes of 

chocolates for us all to enjoy last training night. 

Finally, at the time this edition of the Meredith News hits 

the stands, CERT will be about to open its new home. 

Thanks in part to winning a Community Grant from 

BlueScope Steel, Meredith CERT is able to build its new 

headquarters (for the car) next to the Community Centre, 

on the Primary School land. The shed will be officially 

opened by Ambulance Victoria on the 14th December, in 

conjunction with other financial providers including the 

Golden Plains Shire, FairDinkum Sheds, and of course 

you, the people of Meredith. 

*F.A.S.T. 
FACE Check their face. Has their mouth drooped? 

ARM Can they lift both arms? 

SPEECH Is their speech slurred? Do they understand you? 

TIME is critical. If you see any of these signs call 000  

  straight away  

(Source: National Stroke Foundation) 

Mary and Jo strutting their stuff 



Meredith & District News Page 20 December 2012  

 

Local Grey Nomads on the 
Move 
Fay McFarlane 

(Yes, “Local Nomads” is an oxymoron, but you get the gist. - 

Ed.) 

It is on a cold wet morning in June, with caravan in tow, 

Doug & Fay McFarlane headed up the Sunraysia 

Highway, destination North Western Australia.  We joined 

the Mallee Highway at Ouyen, caught up with Wes Bird, 

(ex-local) at Murrayville, into SA at Pinnaroo, and up the 

'Stuart' to Katherine.   

Into WA at Kununurra, up the Great Northern Highway to 

Derby and Broome, having had a chance meeting with 

Trevor Jones (ex-local) at Timber Creek.  Followed the 

coast to Port Hedland, then inland to Marble Bar in 320 

heat, to find the swimming pool closed for the winter.  

Newman and Tom Price, where we caught up with 

Caroline Russell (ex-local).  Back to the coast at Karratha, 

Onslow, Exmouth, Carnarvon, into Denham and Kalbarri, 

and onto Geraldton.  From here we followed the coast road 

to Cevantes, then inland to New Norcia, and down to Perth 

and Fremantle. At Clackville we spent an enjoyable time 

with Ken East (ex-local) and Denise Taggart (ex- bottom 

shop).   

The highlights were numerous, the ever changing terrain, 

rugged coastline, abundant fauna, especially the Southern 

Right whales with calves, dolphins and wildflowers we 

still dream about.  National Parks were a favourite, as 

were the informative museums and historical buildings to 

please any historians heart.   

After four months and 18,000 kms, it was great to get 

home.  The greatest pleasure was the people we met and 

the friends we made along the road. 

In the top left hand corner at Dampier, is this statue of the 

legendary Red Dog, which became the subject of Nancy 

Gillespie’s book and a recent movie. 
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Department of Primary Industries  invites you to attend a  
FarmPlan21 Course in Meredith       February – March 2013 

Do you want: 

 a free farm mapping computer program & digital 

aerial photography of your farm? 

 to prepare or update your whole farm plan? 

 to plan your farm to maximise its potential production 

& protect your land? 

 information on managing your soils & what is limiting 

their production? 

 information to plan & secure your  farm’s water 

supply?  

Date:  18th February – 25th March 2013 (Six sessions in total) 

Day:  Monday 18th & 25th February, Monday 4th March, 

Tuesday 12th March and Monday 18th & 25th March                        
Time:  10.00 am - 3.00 pm 

Venue:  Meredith & District Memorial Hall 

Cost:  $150 includes free mapping software, lunch and morning 

tea for the six sessions 

RSVP:  By 11th January 2013  

For more information or to register please contact: Heather 

Field, DPI Ballarat, 0438 391 210      

heather.field@dpi.vic.gov.au 

FarmPlan21 combines the latest computer mapping software with traditional whole farm planning and up to date 
information on climate, soils, pastures, vegetation and water. 
 

“A brilliant course that is applicable to farmers at any scale and any experience level”.  
“The topics covered will assist in meeting both the day-to-day and long-term challenges of being involved in Australian 

Agriculture. A sound investment of my time.” 
 

Henham Rous, Operations Manager, “Mt Fyans Black Angus” 
 

Accessibility assistance, including reserved parking, Auslan interpreters and attendant carers can be made available at this event. When confirming 
your attendance, please tell us if you require these or other supports. To help us ensure that your needs can be met, please tell us of any 
requirements when you RSVP. 

n 

• Lameness Examination 

• Emergency/after-hours consultation 

• Digital radiography (x-ray) 

• Surgery 

• Internal medicine 

• Pre-purchase examinations 
 

Our veterinarians have over 30 years of combined experience in equine veterinary practice.  

Dr Simon Pearce BVSc, PhD, DACVS has worked as an equine surgeon either on faculty or as an 

invited expert in Canada, Sweden, New Zealand and at the University of Melbourne Equine Centre 

in Werribee. 

 Dr Alexandra Pearce BVSc (Hons), MPhil has worked in both mixed and equine practices in 

Victoria and as an Intern in Equine Medicine and Surgery at the Equine Centre in Werribee. 

Alexandra is an authorised Australian Stud Book veterinarian. 
 

Contact: Dr Simon Pearce on 0421 617 238 or Dr Alexandra Pearce on 0437 467 097 

 

Dedicated to providing quality veterinary care for your horse 
Golden Plains Equine provides comprehensive and prompt veterinary care for all breeds of horse and pony.  

Our services include:  
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Main Street Development  
- but Which One? 
Jim Elvey  

with contributions from  Peter Boer & Carmel Boyce  
 

A “walkshop” held last month discussed how best to 

spend $450,000 on Meredith’s main street. One of the first 

issues encountered was to question what is the “Main 

Street”? Those with a memory and a sense of history insist 

it is Staughton Street west of Wallace Street (the highway) 

while others maintained it is Wallace Street. It does raise 

an interesting question: “what is a “main street”? We 

would usually think of it as the one with the most 

commercial and civic activity. Not too long ago it could be 

argued it was still Staughton Street with it’s bakery, 

hardware, milk bar, post office, butcher and other 

businesses. These have all gone - some to Wallace Street - 

and, while other businesses remain, it is the highway 

businesses that generate the most traffic - local and 

passing. So, is a main street still a main street when it is no 

longer the main street? 

This could be enjoyed as a rather idle question if there 

wasn't nearly half a million dollars of improvements riding 

on the answer. Well, in fact that is not quite the case, as 

the consultants conducting the program are of the view 

that vicinity is the more important concept and much 

attention was given to treatment of the “hub”, being the 

intersection of the two streets. 

It is more important that the outcome of this significant 

investment contributes to a place that residents enjoy that 

is also a source of civic pride. (And such an outcome is 

likely to also encourage  travellers passing through the 

town to stop for more than a toilet break and a tank of 

petrol.) 

The walkshop was attended by some 19 townspeople, and 

conducted by consultants CT Management who were 

represented by Carmel Boyce and Perry Mills. Working 

with them was David Engwicht who has had an 

international influence on better design practices for 

streets, place making and promoting active community use 

of streets. The Shire's Community Projects Officer, Paul 

Ryan, opened the session before David lead the group on 

the “walkshop” down Wallace Street to the Staughton 

Street corner, making a number of observations 

along the way. 

A key message was to make town spaces into 

places where people want to go or linger, 

something he calls “linger nodes”. 

The group returned to the community centre for 

an activity called “speed dating” which consisted 

of two rows of people facing each other with one 

row having an idea and the person opposite 

helping with suggestions. Then one row moved 

up one person, and the ideas were further 

embellished as the process continued. Several 

good ideas came out of this activity. These 

included storm water drains covered by timber 
Consultant David Engwicht engaged “walkshop” participants with his urge 

to think laterally in making Meredith more of a place to linger. 

 

...and the outcomes were? 
 

The group found consensus on the following points: 

 General agreement that the priority should be on 

Staughton St as the ‘main street’, not the highway; 

 General agreement that underground drainage is not a 

community priority; 

 Bluestone drains in Staughton St do need bridges for 

access and there are drainage issues on Staughton St 

that do need to be fixed, however there was general 

agreement that the bluestone gutters should be retained 

due to the value they contribute to the town’s character; 

 Priorities for the main corner – lighting, flowers, 

creating linger nodes; 

 The opportunity needs to be considered to create a town 

square, public space, on the garage site. The property 

owners (the Parkinson family, in attendance) stated they 

would consider taking fence down, but are concerned 

about litigation and maintaining opaque privacy screens 

or paint on the building windows. There was consensus 

that it would be appropriate to spend project resources 

on this space even though it is private land, as it is “a 

perfect opportunity”. 

 Connect new information to the township with paths, 

perhaps a right-turn-only exit so they have to loop 

around other streets, trail of ibises or sheep to follow? 

David recommended creating curiosity, have an 

incentive (treasure hunt?) to get visitors to stay longer. 

decks to form outside eating areas, treasure hunt type 

trails, historical treasure hunts, randomly placed rocks, 

outdoor seating, and decorated wheelie bin covers.  

The consulting team was delighted with the turnout and 

very pleased with the warm and engaged response. And 

they could tell Meredith residents are good neighbours by 

the closeness of their noses throughout the “speed dating” 

exercise. 

There will be another workshop on Saturday February 9th at 

9.30am to progress some of the ideas and priorities that flowed 

from the first session. Be there to take part in this important 

project or contact Paul Ryan - pryan@gplains.vic.gov.au or 

5220 7138 . And follow the project at  

http://goldenplainsmainstreets.wordpress.com 

http://goldenplainsmainstreets.wordpress.com
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SYNOT’S SWEETS 

MEREDITH   
 

43 STAUGHTON STREET MEREDITH 
 

OPEN – MONDAY TO FRIDAY   4:00 PM TO LATE 

SATURDAY TO SUNDAY        10:00 AM TO LATE 
 

NEW TO SYNOT’S SWEETS(EFT) $5.00 Min Purchase 
 

SCOOPED ICE-CREAM (single cone) $3.50, 
 

 HOT JAM DONUTS $1.00 ea, (COOKED FRESH) 

  

HOT CHICKEN TENDER PACKS STARTING FROM  $5.00 
 

(COOKED FRESH) 
 

Lots of yummy Sweets and Treats... ICE Slushies, Drinks,  
 

Chocolates, Boiled Candies and Gluten Free Range   
 

So pop in and say hello to Rick,Dave & Izi and treat yourself!! 
 

SYNOT’S SWEETS.. Something for everyone     

    Phone:  03 52861382    

Email : synotssweets@hotmail.com                
  Santa @ Synot’s 22nd Dec 1pm-3pm   Photos Available

                              

mailto:synotssweets@hotmail.com
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Book out Coco Monkey Café for 

your next big event. Birthday 

parties, 18ths, 21st, receptions or 

functions of any kind.  

 

 

Cater to any group! 

 

Take away food! 

Fresh Bread: ‘Zeally 
Bay Bakery’ 

Homemade slices and 
baked goods! 

Breakfast served all 
day! 

Fantastic daily 
specials! 

Gluten free breads and 
desserts! 

Car clubs, 

Motorcycle groups, 

book clubs, 

All types of groups welcome! 

Café available to hire 
for any occasion! 

 

Hours: 9am - 4pm Weekdays 
Weekends 10am - 4pm 

COCO MONKEY 
CAFÉ 

Open:  

7  days  

A  

week 

Enquires: 

For any questions or enquires 

please feel free to contact  

Susie or Bill on   52 861 113  

or come into Coco monkey and 

chat to them.  

Business Address: 

27 Staughton street  

Meredith 3333 

Phone:  52 861 113 

E-mail: susiehweeks@yahoo.com.au 

DAILY ICE CREAM SPECIALS 

http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uD2MzB1QKh4A5FsN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dcartoon%2Bfoods%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uPDtzB1QmH8AcaQN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dcoffee%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501%26tab%3D
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uPAQzR1QaSwAGEkN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3DZeally%2BBay%2Bbread%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uD07zh1QZyIAsHYN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfried%2Beggs%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501%26
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uD6izh1QLWEAYToN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dcartoon%2Bmonkeys%2Beating%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y%3DSearch%26fr%
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uPFMzx1Qi2QANaYN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dham%2Band%2Bcheese%2Btoasted%2Bsandwiches%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26y
http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uPFqxx1QsE8A9o8N5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fau.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dcartoon%2Bmonkey%2Bbirthdays%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26tab
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Merry Christmas and our warmest 
wishes for a wonderful family 
holiday season to all of the 
Meredith community. 
 

 
From Bill, Susie, Georgia,  

Jo, Julie, Karen, Kym and Sarah 

Watch out for some changes at Coco Monkey in 2013. A big range of ice 
creams, malts and thick shakes, as well as extended hours. AND, 
opening on Saturday 12th January... 

the Coco Monkey Restaurant.  
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Bannockburn 
 MAINTENANCE 

& ENGINEERING 
                                                   Pty Ltd 

 Mechanical Maintenance 
 Machining 

 Welding 
 Fabrication 

 Onsite Service Available 

Contact Gavin Adamson 

0428 521 489 
AH: 5281 2003 

43 Holder Rd 

Bannockburn 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING &  
BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

Accounting, Taxation and Financial  
Planning for Individuals & Small Business 

 

*QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT & REGISTERED TAX AGENT* 
 

JRP provides specialized accounting, taxation 
and financial planning for small business 
and individuals. 

  GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

  TAXATION SERVICES 

  GST and BAS SERVICES 

  BOOKKEEPING 

  COMPLETE PAYROLL MANAGEMENT  

            SERVICES 

  SPECIALIZED REPORTING SERVICES 

  BUSINESS COMPUTER SYSTEMS and  

            IMPLEMENTATION 

  BUSINESS ADVICE and SOLUTIONS 

  TRAINING SERVICES 

JRP is able to provide its services either on site or 
off site. Contact JRP to discuss all of your needs.  
The initial consultation is FREE of charge. 
 
Contact John: Telephone/Facsimile: (03)52821082 
                       Mobile: 0408 821 082 
                       E-mail: jrpaccounting.com.au 

          

                   

 the “Top Pub” 

Your hosts Steve and Cath 

 
 

 

               -New menu as well as old favourites 

   -Live music  

   -Open fires 

   -FREE pool Wednesday  nights from 6pm 

   -Bistro Open Wednesday to Sunday 

   -Bar Meals Tuesday to Sunday 

   -Seniors lunches Wednesday & Thursday 12-2  $12 

          including chefs choice of desserts- $4 
        

Come and enjoy our hospitality in a friendly atmosphere. 

  51 Staughton St Meredith Victoria 3333  Phone: 0352 861 311 

    Email morrowsmeredith@live.com.au 

                        orrow’s 

      eredith 

   otel 
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Foxy’s Family Restaurant & Café 

 
Dine in or Takeaway 

Phone orders Welcome  

       5286 1188 
 

Back by popular demand… 

Whole BBQ Chickens & Chicken Packs. 

Choose from our range of homemade salads or 

Roast Vegetables. 

 

All you can eat Pizza, Pasta  

and Salad  
 Wed & Thurs Nights  

 5:00pm - 8:00pm 

Adults $15 

Kids (under 12) $9 

                Bookings Essential 
 

Its nearly Xmas Time!!! Come in and browse 

around and choose a gift for that special person. 

 

Foxy’s will be CLOSED for 2 weeks. 

From 24th Dec to 8th Jan. Re open 9th Jan. 

          

Merry Xmas to everyone and have a safe 

and fun New Year from the Staff at Foxy’s. 

Open 6 Days 

Tuesday    12 - 7 

Wed - Sat   9 - 8 

Sunday    10 - 8 

MONDAY CLOSED 
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The Three That Got Away 
Marg Cooper 
 

On 5 am on November 28th Jim Hynds, his son Anthony 

and friend Geoff Hardy set off for their annual fishing trip 

to Jindabyne with high hopes of a good catch. 

After enjoying the scenic trip the team arrived and met up 

with Matt Daniels, an ex Meredithite who now lives in 

Canberra. 

Jindabyne Jim, Walrus, Lunger and The Fly quickly 

prepared the boat and got out on the water but after 5 

hours they retired to their cabin, disappointed but not 

beaten. 

Over the next 6 days a 1½ kg brown trout was caught by 

The Walrus but most of the catch was undersize. 

Some skulduggery though produced plenty of fun and 

laughs. Attempting to land a fish Jim’s St Kilda hat flew 

off and when it was retrieved from the water it was placed 

on his head, full of water; Jim’s wet weather gear went 

missing on the day it rained and the boat left without Jim 

one afternoon. 

While all good things come to an end, the team left 

Jindabyne with 16 fish, a million laughs and a vow to 

return for the 19th year next November. 

When it comes to fishing, there is a 

fine line between predator and prey. 

Memorial to 
Move (Again!) 
David Jones 
 

Readers may recall that earlier in 

the year a project initiated by 

Vietnam-Veteran Barry Pearce, 

who sadly has since lost his battle 

with cancer, was successful in 

obtaining a government grant to 

relocate the Meredith War 

Memorial from its present spot 

close to the highway in front of 

the old RSL building to a new location at the Meredith 

Memorial Hall. 

A sub-committee of the Memorial Hall has been 

established, planning is well under way and local Ex-

Army identity Tim Woods has been contracted to 

undertake the removal. Unfortunately, the relocation will 

necessitate the removal of most of the native shrubs beside 

the Hall but the Memorial will add significantly to the 

ambience of the Hall and provide a more suitable area for 

ANZAC Services. The grant provided also for the cleaning 

of the memorial and relocation of the associated flagpole. 

Work is planned to be completed early in the new year.  

MP Calls on Paddocks 
Jim Elvey 

Member for the Upper House seat of Western Victoria, 

Simon Ramsay, was in Meredith last month to inspect and 

learn something of the Police Paddocks. Arranged by 

Ballarat Environment Network, (BEN) Mr Ramsay toured 

BEN’s four main reserves. While in Meredith he took a 

stroll around the one km loop track that is due to be 

constructed this summer, before lunching at the 

Community Centre. There, he was given a short 

presentation on the context, attributes and potential of ‘the 

Paddocks’  

Mr Ramsay congratulated the 20 member local Support 

Group and BEN on their achievements to date and 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with future 

developments. 

Simon Ramsay, MLC with BEN Executive Director Hedley 

Thomson and Support Group members Doug McFarlane and 

Barb Baird on a tour of the Police Paddocks. 

 

MEREDITH MEATS  
 

Farm Fresh Meat Direct To You 
  

• Sides or whole lambs  

• Sides or whole grain fed beef  
 

CUT TO ORDER  
 

For orders, prices & enquiries  
phone 

Robert 0408574947 or 
Andrew 0417594324  
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Saturday 30
th

 March 2013 
Saturday 31

st
 August 2013 

Saturday 30
th

 November 2013 
9am-2pm @ Meredith Memorial Hall Cnr Staughton St & Wilson St, Meredith 

Meredith Kindergarten is operated by Golden Plains Shire Council In partnership with Meredith Kindergarten Inc. 

Fresh  Produce    Gourmet Foods   Artisan Wares       Fresh  Flowers & Plants   Live Music  Kids Activities 

Come and chat directly to the producers, growers and artisans. It’s Fresh, Vibrant & Relaxed. Get on board Meredith Harvest. 

All enquiries and stallholder information contact Kelly: 
Email:  meredithharvestmarket@hotmail.com   or  Mob:  0417287118 
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MeredithHarvestMarket 

Series 2013 Dates 

BANNOCKBURN 
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Elaine Farm Supplies 
 

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm Saturday 9am-1.30pm  5264 midland Hwy Elaine Vic 3334 
 

 

NEW ITEMS ARRIVING EVERY WEEK – COME IN AND HAVE A LOOK 
 

 

WE STOCK ALL YOUR FARMING AND ANIMAL NEEDS FROM: 

AND MUCH MORE 

Come in and meet our friendly staff  for everyday savings 
 

FOR ENQUIRES  CALL 53415665 
 

We will be closed over Christmas/New Year from 

24/12/12 till 02/01/13 
 

*All prices include GST and are subject to change and availability ** Delivery days will be set by Elaine Farm Supplies and limited to 50km radius 

●  HORSE FEEDS 

          20kg Horse Pellets from $11.70 

●  CHOOK FOOD 

          20kg Layer Pellets from $11.25 

●  ANIMAL HEALTH ITEMS 

●  NATURAL HERBS AVALIABLE 

●  HEADSTALLS & LEADROPES 

●  HAY BAGS 

●  SHAMPOOS AND SHOW 

PREPARATIONS 

●  HORSE VACCINES 

●  FARRIER ITEMS 

●  VARIETY OF ANIMAL 

SUPPLEMENTS 

●  MIROTEC AND SKYE PARK RUGS 

ON REQUEST 

●  EAR TAGS 

●  SHEARING SUPPLIES 

●  LAMB MARKING NEEDS 

●  RUG REPAIR SERVICE 

●  ADULT & KIDS BLUNSTONES 

●  CONCRETE 

●  PASTURE SEEDS 

●  FERTILIZERS 

●  HERBICIDES 

 

  

●  DOG  FOOD 

          20kg dry dog food from $19.80 

●  CAT FOOD 

●  WORMING PRODUCTS 

●  FLEA CONTROL 

●  PIPE (POLY & METAL) & FITTINGS 

●  ROOFING IRON/CLADDING 

●  GUTTERING 

●  FIREWOOD 

●  KINDLING (300KG $30) 

●  ALL FENCING MATERIALS 

●  WOODEN/STEEL POSTS 

●  CATTLE/SHEEP PANELS 

●  HAY (ROUND ROLLS & SMALL     

SQUARES) 

●  CONCRETE/PLASTIC TROUGHS 

●  STOCK FEEDERS 

●  GUDAIR AND VACCINES 

●  BUILDING TIMBER AVALIABLE 

●  (HARDWOOD & TREATED PINE) 

●  SNAIL & SLUG PELLETS 

●  WOOD SHAVINGS 

●  VARIETY OF MINERAL LICKS 

●  BOLTS & FASTNERS 

●  GREASE & OIL  
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Meredith 

Carpentry 
 

0409 862 326 
 

 Experienced 

 Construction 

 Renovation 

 Maintenance/Repairs 

 Domestic and rural 

 Free quote and advice 
 

matfisher@rocketmail.com 

 

 

Country to          
 Coast 
Electrical 

R.E.C. 14586 

 
All Types of Electrical Installations 

Pensioner Discounts and Free Quotes 

Mob. 0419 504 297   
 

Shaun Bubb 
email: shaun.bubb@bigpond.com 

66 Brunel St. Lethbridge 3332 

A & R Durran 

Bricklaying 
  OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 

Phone/Fax:  03 5281 9403  

Anthony Mobile: 0409 524 438 
 

426 Sheoaks Road, Maude 3331 
ABN 63 614 843 881  

Now Able To Accept New Clients 
 

1 LAWLER STREET, MEREDITH.     BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

0439 291 590 
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Based on BOM data. The long term average (LTA) is calculated from1875 to 2010 

Almost Like Spring 
Jim Elvey 
 

Spring lived up to it’s reputation on most counts by 

being windy, hot and cold. But it wasn’t especially 

wet. Its 102 mm of rainfall is only 60% of the long 

term average (LTA) and pulled figures for the last 12 

months below the LTA (to 92%) for the first time in 

over a year. But that’s not the full story. We take our 

readings from the closest regularly maintained site. It 

lodges readings taken at 9.00 am each day that are 

considered by BOM to be the readings for that day. 

As a consequence, the approximate 20mm that fell on 

the last day of the month - much of it frozen - is not 

included.   

Not that this matters in the scale of things; it was the 

below average falls for September and October that 

have given us a less than ideal  entry into summer. 

 

There was once a great Tsar in 
Russia named Rudolph the Red. He 
stood looking out the windows of 
his palace one day while his wife, 
the Tsarina Katerina, sat nearby 
knitting.  

He turned to her and said, "Look 
my dear, it has begun to rain!" 
Without even looking up from her 
knitting she replied, "It's too cold to 
rain. It must be sleeting."  The Tsar shook his head and said, "I 

am the Tsar of all the Russias, and 
Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear!"  

(For those concerned with historical 

accuracy,  the Tsar had red hair! - Ed.) 

Doreen’s Dogs on 
Show 
Marg Cooper 
 

Once again local enthusiast Doreen Thompson 

excelled at the Annual Mini Foxie Show held at 

Elaine last month. She exhibited 7 foxie dogs, 

winning seven Firsts, two  Seconds, a Third, seven 

Rosettes from seven events and three sashes. 

She is especially proud of Tamara View Kelly 

Royal who at 10 months of age won the Supreme 

Puppy Event. 

There were about 50 events in the show including 

Best of Breed, Best in Show, Best Natural Tail, 

Best Tan and White and Best Parent and Progeny. 

Doreen says a Judge from Sydney attended and 

that her friends Joy and Janice helped her to lead 

her dogs. They were so impressed that they vowed 

to compete against her next year. Doreen was 

sincerely grateful for their help and interest. 



Meredith & District News Page 33 December 2012  

 

MOBILE AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL SERVICE 
  
 
CALL GARY  

0478 182 592  

3333 
 All Private Road Transport 

 Heavy Earthmovers 

 Agriculture  Equipment 

 Rewire Specialists for  Reliability & 

Performance 

 Starting  Charging 

 Wiring Faults 

 Solar / Wind remote power 

 DC Electrical Engineering 

 L.E.D Lighting 

 

WORKSHOP SITE AT 

MORTIMER ROADHOUSE 
 

NO ONSITE FEE FOR 3333 

POSTCODE RESIDENTS 
 

MOBILE CALLS & SERVICE  

8.30am-8.30pm 
 

Workshop Hours: 

2-5pm Mon—Fri 

9am-12pm Saturday 

 

CONTRACT SOWING 
 

All your winter sowing needs 

Seed and Super Unit 

 Available 
 

Phone Daryl  Wells 

52 861 285  0418 535 713 

MRC 
Mead Rural Contracting  

 

 

 

●  Spreading...........Fertilising 
●  Spraying.......(Broad acre/ spot spraying/ ATV.) 
●  All types of Fencing (stock yards & entrances) 
●  Slashing (New machine and tractor) 
●  Steel Fabrication & Welding (Horse shelters & sheds) 
●  Baling 
●  Plantation Clearing (firewood, thinning, revegetating) 
  

EXCAVATIONS 
●  Bobcat..................................Site cuts 
●  12 Ton Excavator ...........Rock Clearing 
●  Tipper................................Driveways 

  
SIMON- 0439348003 
JIM-        0404821648 

Free quotes on any job, any size......... 
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POOCHS ‘N’ MORE 

DOG GROOMING SALON 
 

 
 

 WASHING, CLIPPING & BRUSHING 

 NAIL TRIMS & EAR CLEANING 

 QUALITY SHAMPOOS AND CONDITIONERS 
 

FOR INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS  
 
 

CALL HAYLEY 0430 128 667 
 

LOCATED IN MEREDITH 
 

Scott Thomson Electrical 

 

Domestic Industrial 

Commercial 
 

New Homes / Extensions 

 

Poultry Farm Installation & 

Maintenance 

 

Garages / Sheds 

 

Renovations / Rewires 

 

Underground Power Supplies 

 

General Wiring, Repairs, Additions 
 

    127 Eagle Crt 

     Teesdale      REC 11212 
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Advance Meredith 
 

Christmas in Meredith 

Yes it’s that time of the year again! Time to let your 

light shine out to welcome everyone! You are invited 

to “Light Up Your House or Business” for Christmas. 

Prizes will be awarded to winners and runner-ups! 

Time to get your Christmas sheep out of the shed, 

give them a new coat of paint, some new decorations 

and display them around the town. Look for all the 

new sheep! 

Heritage Signs 

The images on the Meredith Heritage Walk plaques 

have mostly disappeared. We have researched signs 

from Melbourne to Broome and have found that 

enamel signs are the way to go. Tim Wood kindly 

donated the funds to reproduce the MHW sign at the 

Meredith Memorial Hall which relates the history of 

the Hall. 

Advance Meredith would like to reproduce all the 

20+ signs and invite you as a Meredith Business, a 

Meredith Family or as a Meredith Individual to 

sponsor a sign. The cost is $400 per sign. The signs 

are important as they relate the history of over 20 

sites in Meredith; they link with the Heritage Walk 

Book and the Heritage Walk. 

Please phone Diane Ritchie 52 861291, if you are 

keen to help with this project.. 

Middleton Walk 

The Middleton Walk was declared open on Saturday, 

November 24. Jeanette Middleton undid the ribbon to 

reveal the new sign on Steiglitz Road near 

Coolebarghurk Creek. 

Ken Middleton was Shire Engineer of the 

Bannockburn Shire 1964-1994. He envisaged the 

development of the passive recreational area along 

the Coolebarghurk Creek, encouraged the 

development of the walking track and took an active 

part by helping to plant trees and remove stones. 

A Legacy of 
Barry Pearce 
Lives On 
Sandra Pearce  
 

R e c e n t l y  t w o 

organisations that 

Barry was involved 

with for over 2 decades 

have given him 

homage for the service 

he rendered to people 

in need. 

Creative Ministries Network – Veterans Faith and 

Wellbeing Support sponsored a Remembrance Eve 

dinner incorporating the inaugural Barry Pearce 

Peace Memorial Lecture, for war service and national 

service veterans, spouses and friends at the Prahran 

Mission in Melbourne.  

The guest speaker Gordon Traill spoke on War 

Service and Christianity. Barry met Gordon as a 

retired soldier who had served with the Australian 

Army for almost thirty years. In 2004, Gordon 

undertook a tour of duty in Iraq as part of the Security 

Detachment (SECDET4) that was responsible for the 

security of the Australian Ambassador to Iraq. 

Gordon is a Past National President and member of 

the Australian Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans 

Association (APPVA) of which, Gordon is today 

actively involved in helping younger veterans 

returning from the Iraq/Afghanistan wars. It was 

those interests that brought Gordon and Barry 

together along with the proximity of both men having 

lived in Geelong and met their wives from the same 

town to raise their young families. 

 

Then a week after Remembrance Day, the Corps of 

Commissionaires, an ex-serviceman’s association, 

met to conduct their AGM and to present eligible 

members with a Certificates of Recognition. It was 

for this reason that I was being presented Barry’s 

certificate from the Association for the 24 years of 

service in various capacities on the Committee and 

for the long and dedicated commitment and service. I 

received with great pride the certificate and it was at 

this function that the President announced a Youth 

Community Service Award has been named in 

honour of Barry and this award will be presented next 

year to a successful young applicant for their 

contributions of service to their community. 

 

On both of these occasions, I was proud to receive 

and hear these compliments about Barry’s 

involvement, as he freely gave his opinions and skills 

hoping to assist. At both of these functions people 

spoke of Barry with an affection of sincerity and they 

also admitted that Barry could be very strong and 

forthright with his opinions, which at times was 

difficult for others to receive.  Our 3 adult children 

and our grandchildren heard with integrity how 

people from diverse interests had come together to 

befriend their father and grandfather throughout those 

two decades and still give him homage. 
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B&S Stock & Pet Supplies 

Cnr Milton & Burns Sts. Bannockburn   

Phone 5281 1566 

We stock all your requirements including: 
 

 Horse Feed 

 Molasses 

 Dog & Cat Food 

 Horse Shoe Nails 

 Poultry 

 Collars & Leads 

 Bird Seed 

 Supplements 

 Pure Apple Cider Vinegar available  

 Horse Rugs (all sizes) 

 Double Horse Float Hire    
           

Agents for Sureguard Solar Electric Fence Energizers 

       Delivery can be arranged 

 Hours:-   Mon - Fri  8.30am- 5.30pm  

   Sat 8.30am-1pm    Sun 10am– 1pm 

Guaranteed  Septic  
Solutions  Pty  Ltd 

A.C.N. 111 827 804 
 

Gary Toulmin (licenced Drainer) 

Ph: 52 817297   Mobile 0438083044 

179 Talltree Road 

Lethbridge 3332 
 

For all your Drainage and Earthmoving Needs 

 Septic systems sand filters, treatment          

plants 

 Storm water 

 Sewer connections 

 Site clearing ,excavation, 

 Culverts 

 Backhoe hire 

 Specialist advice on replacing existing systems 

to water saving re-usable  

          systems 

 Free quote, special deals 

Our product, service and price won’t be 

beaten Guaranteed 
 

 free quotes, special deals 

        

QUALIFIED PLASTERER 
  

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 

 

AFFORDABLE RATES 

 

       ANYWHERE  IN THE MEREDITH AREA  
 

PHONE ADRIAN 

   

HOME  53415705 

Mobile  0416 543 026 

Jo Klein 
Soul Based Psychotherapy 
Life Counselling & Coaching, 

Hypnotherapy 
NLP, Healing Touch (Massage, Reiki & Seichim) 

Spiritual Guidance & Regular Meditation Classes 
 

2 Arthur St, Belmont VIC 3216 
4 Ballan Rd, Meredith VIC 3333 

0438 828 042 
www.jokleincoaching.com 
jokleincoaching@hotmail.com 

●  New Homes 
●  Extensions/renovations 
●  Building Maintenance 
●  Decks, Pergolas 
●  Verandahs, Carports 
●  Bathroom Renovations 
●  Owner Builders 
●  Farm Buildings, Equine facilities  
●  Shearing Sheds 
●  Timber floors 
●  Insurance work 
●  Window & Door Replacement 
●  Plans & Permits obtained 
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Book Review 

Marg’s 

 

Ballarat Big Vac ABN 39 905 288 238 

 

Specialising in Septic Tank Cleaning Services and all 

other aspects of vacuum cleaning including:- 
 

 Insulation and Dust 

 Grain Silos 

 Elevator Pits 

 Water Tanks and Flood Damage 

 Grease Traps 

 Pressure Cleaning 
 

EPA licence accredited 
 

Phone Milton Howard on mobile: 0409 503 778 

 

 

J & S AITKEN  

 AUTOMOTIVE 
WHY COME TO US, WHEN WE’LL COME TO YOU 
 

JOEL AITKEN  
 

MOBILE MECHANIC 

  FULLY QUALIFIED 

MECHANIC 

 

JOEL  0403 544 904   SAM   0423 627 436 

aitkenautomotive@hotmail.com  

“As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning” 
 by Laurie Lee. 

 

That’s what he did!  

One summer morning he left his home in a Cotswold 

village in England to discover the world and as he 

turned the corner, he closed that part of his life 

forever. 

It was 1934 and he was 19 years of age. 

He carried a small rolled up tent, a violin in a blanket, 

a change of clothes, a tin of treacle biscuits and some 

cheese. 

He was propelled by traditional forces that had sent 

many generations along the road away from the small 

tight valley closing in, the local girls whispering 

“marry me” and settle down and the cottage walls 

narrowing like arms of iron. 

He set out to walk to London but detoured to get his 

first sight of the sea, worked for some time in London 

then because he knew one Spanish phrase he decided 

to see Spain. 

For a year he tramped through the country in which 

there were many signs of impending civil war but he 

wandered and enjoyed the people and the land, 

experienced many situations and played his violin to 

earn money. 

Thirty years later Laurie Lee wrote this book and 

captured the atmosphere of the Spain that he saw with 

all the freshness and beauty of a young man’s vision, 

creating a lyrical and lucid picture of the beautiful, 

backward and sometimes violent country. 

This book is important because it recalls the last years 

of a way of life when frontiers were lines on a map 

when a boy with a violin tucked under his arm could 

walk through Europe without passport, visas or 

inoculations, with few questions and almost no 

travellers. 

The book for discussion in December is “Nine Parts of Desire” 

by Geraldine Brooks. 
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Help the environment and your finances 

We  Pay  You  

Cash for Scrap 
at competitive market rates 

 

We want your: 
Roofing iron 

Batteries 

Alloy Wheels 

Car Bodies, motors, radiators 

Fridges & Washing Machines 

Brass 

Copper Wire 

Aluminium Cans 

Stainless Steel 
 

ABN required for commercial quantities  

 

WOOLABRAI  PTY  LTD 
(Meredith Wool Store) 

 

Wool Buyers & Merchandise 
Midland Hwy, Meredith 

 

Phone Pat or Ken  52 861 223 
 

Mobile  0408 861 221 

 

SOLD SOLD 
 

Everyone, everywhere----- 

looking for 

REAL ESTATE IN---- 

 

MEREDITH, ELAINE, MORRISONS,  

MT DORAN, MT MERCER,  

SHEOAKS, LETHBRIDGE 
 

comes to 
 

FRANK PARNELL REAL ESTATE 
 

Make sure your property is listed here. 
 

 

 Cnr Staughton & Wallace 

Streets  

Meredith  3333 

Tel: 5286 1415 

Mobile: 0407 508 510  

 RURAL FENCING 

     all types 

new, repairs, electric 

gateways  driveways  plantations 

stock yards and horse fencing 
 

     for a quality job 
 

     Ph Darren 0408 823341 
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wife. 

He also wrote informative and entertaining reports for 

the newsletter. 

This was at the time when the Cricket Club was 

booming, winning flags and a host of young local 

men were having a good time. 

In 1972 Ray trained as an Air Traffic Controller at 

Launceston, Hobart and Melbourne. In 1975 he was 

transferred from Melbourne to Avalon and worked 

there for 18 years. In 1993 he went to Albury Tower, 

in 1997 he returned to Melbourne Tower and he 

retired in 2000 after 29 years of service. 

Ray and Aileen bought the old Malcolm Inn at Stuart 

Mill for their retirement project, restoring the 

building beautifully to live in and as a Bed and 

Breakfast. Ray also bought some land as he always 

wanted to be a farmer. 

He was elected as a Northern Grampians Shire 

Councillor in 2005 for the Bolangum Ward and 

became Mayor in 2010-2011. 

The Shire reported that Ray was a true gentleman, a 

great civic leader who relentlessly lobbied for better 

deals for businesses, families and farmers. He had 

instigated and contributed to a lot of projects at St 

Arnaud, near where he grew up and Stuart Mill where 

he retired to. 

Ray was a great contributor to his community, 

wherever he lived! 

 
 

 

 

 

Tell us if you have any 

Community News, 
 

...and we’ll tell the 

Community! 
 

See info panel on page  2  
for contact details. 

Vale Ray Hewitt 
Marg Cooper 
 

Former Meredith resident, Ray Hewitt died on 

Saturday, October 20 after a short illness. He was 

farewelled with an 11 am service at St Arnaud Hall 

on October 29 followed by a private burial.  

Ray and Aileen Hewitt bought a small farm in 

Bamganie Road in 1986 and ,while they lived in 

Meredith, he worked as an Air Traffic Controller at 

Avalon. Their children Tracey, Claire and Andrew 

attended Meredith State School. 

Ray was a very capable man; whatever he did he did 

well and made the most of every opportunity  

Family say he was the first student at Wedderburn to 

pass the Leaving Certificate and that he could answer 

most questions on quiz shows such as “Sale of the 

Century”. 

He was Secretary of the Cricket Club in Meredith and 

he initiated and planned many social events including 

a huge reunion dinner in the Meredith Hall and 

annual Melbourne Cup Events where the fillies of 

Meredith were given nicknames and phantom races 

were called. “Tassie Turtle” was the nickname of his 

Community             
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        it’s History 

RIGHT: These ruins of a stone 

cottage are about half way down 

the Woodburn Creek, between the 

Woodburn Cutting on Mt Mercer 

Road and Henderson’s Road. Can 

anyone help us with any 

information about who lived 

there? 

Meredith History Interest Group 
 

Moving Out of the Masonic Centre 

The History Group held its first meeting in 2008 in 

the backyard of St Joseph’s Presbytery in Meredith, 

sitting on outdoor furniture in the sun. Meetings were 

held in St Joseph’s Parish Centre until the Masonic 

Lodge members invited MHIG to use their facilities. 

The Masonic Centre was ideal because it was an 

historic building, most Meredith people had never 

been in it, it was suitable for storage and had facilities 

to hold meetings and events. When the Masons 

moved their meetings to Lara, a clearing sale of their 

furniture was held and the building was offered for 

sale. 

Last month MHIG was advised that a sale was 

imminent and we had to vacate. An urgent meeting 

was called and a number of suggestions made for new 

accommodation. The storage of the collection and the 

furniture were the most imminent problems and 

thanks to kind hearted and helpful members all was 

relocated. 

MHIG express its thanks to the Masonic Lodge for 

the use of their Centre for a number of years. 

George Enoch Mayo 

A large photo of George Enoch Mayo dressed as 

Master of the Masonic Lodge 

has left the Masonic Centre 

after many years. 

Records are not available 

that tell when he was 

inducted as Master but he 

died in March 1912 so the 

photo would be over 100 

years old. He was initiated 

into the Buninyong Lodge 

on 31/8/1898 and resigned 

from there on 2/1/1901. Mr 

Mayo had the Railway Store 

 

MEREDITH - There were more visitors to 

Meredith than usual this Christmas. The 

Moorabool and Leigh rivers are handy to the 

township, and both attracted many tourists --

-Mr. I. Hall of Meredith, who is leaving the 

district, was entertained and presented with 

a travelling outfit. 
The Argus Melbourne,, Wednesday 2 January 1924 

MEREDITH - Mr. P. Parker, of Lal Lal, 

caught a trout weighing 4½lb in the basin at 

Lal Lal Falls. Messrs. A. Wells and C. 

Mooney have been elected secretaries for 

the carnival week to be held in Meredith at 

Christmas. 
The Argus Melbourne, Friday 4 December 1925  

MEREDITH - It rained all day on Saturday 

and the cricket match between Inverleigh 

and Meredith had to be postponed until next 

Saturday.                                                           

From the Back to Meredith celebrations 

£200 was obtained. 
The Argus Melbourne, Thursday 10 January 1935  

                                                                               

Compiled by Jan McDonald, MHIG 

in Staughton Street Meredith and it is known that he 

was in the shop by 1901. He married Lillie in 1908 

and records indicate that his brother Samuel Henry 

Mayo was in a store in Wallace Street from 1901 to at 

least 1928. 
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Bannockburn Pharmacy Newsletter 
Proprietors: Scott Wilkes & Damian Bennett 

6 High Street 
Bannockburn  VIC   3331 

Phone: 5281 1519 

 

Opening Hours: 
Monday:    8:30am-6:00pm 

Tuesday:      8:30am-6:00pm 

Wednesday:    8:30am-6:00pm 

Thursday:    8:30am-6:00pm 

Friday:    8:30am-6:00pm 

Saturday:     8:30am-1:00pm 

Sunday:     Closed 

Public Holiday’s: Closed 

2013 Chemmart Calendars now available - FREE 

Avoid the Christmas rush, shop locally & save 25%!! 

It’s hard to believe another year is coming to a close and Christmas isn’t many sleeps 
away now.  Firstly we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very safe 
and Merry Christmas.  We thank you for all your support in 2012 and we look forward to 
2013! 

We have all your Christmas Gifts covered 

Before you drive into Geelong or down to Melbourne where all the Christmas shopping 
crowds are, take the time to come in and see what gifts we have to offer this year in a 
more relaxed environment.  We have an extensive range of high quality gifts at 
affordable prices for all ages.  Don’t forget to use your FREE Gift Club Membership 
card where    throughout December you receive a 25% discount off all Gifts!. We also 
offer free Christmas Gift Wrapping.  

Christmas Shopping Night 

We would like to thank everyone who attended our Christmas Shopping Night last 
month.  We had a great turnout this year with everyone grabbing some great Christmas 
gifts with 30% off all giftware on the night!  Everyone enjoyed the drinks and nibbles 
available not to mention the $3,200 worth of lucky door prizes given away on the night!  
There were many happy people on the night winning some fantastic prizes, but there 
were also some who only just missed out.  Again thank you to everyone who attended 
this night and helped make it a very enjoyable one.  We will be running it again next year 
so we look forward to another great night then! 

Chemmart Gift Cards 

If you can’t decide what to buy someone whether it is for a birthday, Christmas or just to 
say “thank you” then why not buy someone a Chemmart gift card.  The Chemmart Gift 
Cards have the same appearance as EFTPOS card and there is no minimum amount 
that you have to load onto the card.  Gift cards are valid for 12 months and you don’t 
have to spend the entire amount in one transaction.  You can use some now and more at 
a later time.  Also a Chemmart Gift card can be used at any Chemmart store.  The only 
item that cannot be purchased using your gift card are prescriptions.  So if you are stuck 
what to buy someone come in and let us show you our Chemmart Gift cards. 

Christmas & New Year Trading Hours 

Monday 24th December:    8:30am - 6:00pm 

Tuesday 25th (Christmas Day):   CLOSED 

Wednesday 26th (Boxing Day):   CLOSED 

Thursday 27th December:    8:30am - 6:00pm 

Friday 28th December:    8:30am - 6:00pm 

Saturday 29th December:    8:30am - 1:00pm 

 

Monday 31st December:    8:30am - 6:00pm 

Tuesday 1st January (New Years Day):  CLOSED 

Wednesday 2nd January:    re-open as normal 

 

Pharmacy Features: 
Sukin Organic Products 

●  International Protein  

●  Homy Ped shoes 

●  Diabetes Australia Agency 

●  Kate Morgan Weight Loss 

Centre 

●  Vitamins 

●  Webster-paks 

●  Home Medicine Reviews 

●  Medicare Access Point 

●  Digital Photo printing 

●  Giftware for all ages 

●  Free gift wrapping 

●  Darrell Lea Chocolates 

●  Burt’s Bees 

●  Natio 

●  Revlon 

●  BYS Cosmetics 

●  Fragrances 

●  In Essence Aromatherapy 

●  Natural Instinct 

●  Baby section 
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5286 8220 
 

Farm & Rural 

Fence Contractors 

 

Direct Drill 

Available 

MEREDITH CONSTRUCTIONS 
GEOFF L. HARDY    D.B.U 15273 

 

Registered Building Practitioner For 
 

New Homes          Renovations 

  Additions                         Ground Floor 

    2nd. Storey           Bathrooms 

         Kitchens                       Decking                                            

            Painting                           Tiling                

                 Plans etc.                        Pergolas 

                        All aspects of concreting 

Phone 0409 850 611  8am - 5pm 

 

Equine Hoof Care 

And Farrier 
 

Servicing locally  

Bare foot trims and balancing 

Prompt service and 

 competitive rates 

 

 

Ph Jayson  52 861 342   0422 664 764  

 

119 Mt. Mercer Road,  Ph: 5286 1346 

Meredith, 3333   Mob: 0417 594 324 
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 45kg gas bottles now $88 rent free & free Delivery    
 9kg swap & go  bottles $25  
 15kg forklift bottles $27.50   
      

Available for pick up or delivery 
                         

Delivery areas Geelong, Bellarine Peninsula, Gheringhap, 

Bannockburn, Teesdale, Inverleigh, Lethbridge, Meredith, Steiglitz, 
Anakie, Lara. 
 

Please note for pickup a ute or trailer must be used. 
 

Phone Cards also now available 

TRADING AS MEREDITH ROADHOUSE 
NEW TRADING HOURS 

Now open at 6am Monday to Friday 
7am on Saturdays, and 8am on Sundays 

 

 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

 Diesel fuel 
 LPG 
 Ice  

Phone orders welcome everyday  
Ph. 5286 1556 for all your fuel and take away food requirements. 

 

Don't forget bulk fuel available 
Ph. David Mortimer on 0418 524 219 

 Unleaded  
 EFTPOS  
 Premium Unleaded        

 Hamburgers 
 Fresh Sandwiches 
 Cappuccino                                

 Milk 
 Fish and Chips  
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(Copy deadline is  31st January)                            Meredith Music Festival - photo Ty Johnson 

We hope you enjoyed your 
community news in 2012 & 

thanks to everyone who made this 
another good year for the  

  
District News 

&  Meredith 


